
From The Woodland Class… 
Making Calendar Time Meaningful for Children

Adults  use  calendars  to  mark  and 
measure  time  for  appointments, 
birthdays,  and  special  events.   For 
children, this can be a difficult concept.  
There  is  little  evidence  to  show that 
calendar  concepts  are  meaningful  for 
preschoolers.  Preschoolers can attach 
meaning to events  and can learn that 
today is pancake day, or today is when 
my  friend  will  visit,  or  my  birthday!  
But,  once  in  elementary  school,  it  is 
important  for  children  to  learn  the 
concepts  o f  before ,  a f ter,  l a ter, 
yesterday,  today,  tomorrow,  morning, 

�1

The Weekly Newsletter of The Community School of Mount Desert Island 
Tuesday, November 13 , 2018  - Volume #10 

NotesField

Woodland students working on portrait drawing  

Calendar studies   



afternoon,  evening,  etc.   It  is  also  important  to 
understand  that  time  is  sequential.   So,  in  The 
Woodland Class, we use methods to make calendar 
time  interactive  and  meaningful.   There  are 
opportunities to explore and experiment with an 
interactive  calendar  to  get  familiar  with  how  a 
calendar  looks  and  to  build  confidence  with 
numbers.  We take turns putting the date on the 
calendar and point out what we notice, use time 
concept words, and talk about events.   We learn 
poems and hand games to help us remember the 
sequencing.  All in great fun and with success!
Warmly, 
Miss Marie

Rhyme to remember number of days in each month:
30 days has September,

April, June, and November.
When short February's done

All the rest have 31...
Use your Knuckles!

Make a fist. 
If the month is on a knuckle, it has 31 days. 

Otherwise is has 30 or less days.
Starting with the 1st knuckle as January, 
The space between knuckles as February, 

2nd Knuckle is March... etc.
Once you get to the fourth knuckle, July, start over at the 

first knuckle for August
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Reminders:      

- Teacher Professional Day & 
Thanksgiving Holiday Break: 
Monday, 11/19 - Friday, 11/23
School Resumes Monday, 11/26
- It is time for all winter gear to be 
at school!  Please check your 
gear list.

 Thank You To 

Thank you Cara and Carolyn for 
welcoming us to KOT and sharing 
with us about artists and sense of 
place, Karen, Mike and Irene for 
hosting the Woodland Class at 
the Courthouse Gallery, Art at 
Rooster Brother for sharing with 
us about his love of coffee 
roasting and teaching others, 
COA for hosting the Intertidal 
class, The Abbe Museum for 
b e i n g a r e s o u r c e i n o u r 
community and hosting the Alpine 
class, and to Kreg McCune for 
driving the Intertidal library shuttle 
this week.  

Natural History Mystery: 

Why might there be less winter 
berry fruit this year on MDI? 

Practicing the Knuckle Calendar 
Game



From The Intertidal Class…

Dear Families, 

We have launched our new Expedition, Citizens and Democracy! To set a foundation, we 
began  by  exploring  the  word  democracy,  which  was  a  new word  to  many  of  us.  By 
breaking apart the word and exploring the two greek roots, "demos" and "kratos", we 
discovered that the word democracy means "people power". In conjunction with election 
day, we then explored how voting is a part of our democracy by asking the question, "Is 
voting important and why?"  We've started to  explored this question through persuasive 
writing pieces and by analyzing the family interviews we conducted on election night. 
This week we will begin to explore the history of democracy both in Ancient Greece and 
in the United States. As we begin to understand the different aspects of this form of 
government, we will also begin to explore the different forms of "people power" and what 
our own roles and responsibilities are as citizens.  

This week's outing will take us into our woods to collect fir boughs for wreath making 
this weekend at Harvest Festival. 

With warmth, 
Bethany
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Intertidal team building activities at COA



From The Alpine Class…

The Alpine authors wrapped up their 
unit in fiction writing last week with 
a  ce lebrat ion !  The  c l a s s room 
transformed  into  a  cafe,  where 
students enjoyed tea & snacks while 
listening to each other read excerpts 
f rom  their  fiction  stories.  The 
Alpines also enjoyed practicing their 
typing skills as they published these 
self-selected  excerpts  from  their 
pieces.

We have now moved on to a study of 
Literary Essays, which we are finding 
to be challenging and satisfying work! 
The Alpines  are  learning  to  analyze 
shor t  s tor ies  and  wr i te  thes i s 
statements about the most important 
traits they recognize in characters. We are working hard to organize these essays into 
paragraphs and to find evidence to back up our claims.

In our reading work, we are continuing to focus on identifying motifs and themes in our 
fiction books. We just completed our third class read-aloud: the enthralling book Refugee 
by Alan Gratz. Feel free to ask your student what they learned from this book, as we all 
found it to be an eye-
opening and engaging 
read.

For  outing  this  week, 
we  will  be  on  school 
property  harvesting 
boughs  for  Harvest 
Festival.

With gratitude,
Amy
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Alpines learn about the Emerald Ash Borer 

Wabanaki activists on outing in Seal Harbor & the Abbe Museum 



News and Upcoming Events 

Harvest Festival - 2 days this year! 
Saturday, November 17, 10am-4pm  
& Sunday, November 18, 10am-2pm 
Next week, will be transformed into a seasonal celebration including a farmers market, 
artisan marketplace, Community School Store, silent auction, delicious food, music and 
activities  for  all  ages!  It  is  a  great  time  to  purchase  handmade  gifts,  stock  up  on 
Thanksgiving goods, and celebrate the bounty of the season. As our largest fundraiser of 
the year, we ask for the support of our school community to help this event be successful 
and run smoothly. There are many opportunities to volunteer both in preparation and 
during the event. Please see Donna's spreadsheets, outlining the needs for the event.  

- There will be a Pop-up Parent Craft night this Thursday, November 8, 6-8
- Harvest Festival Pricing, Packaging and Preparing Evening is next Thursday, November    
15 5pm-7pm

TCS ~ Fogtown Solstice Collaboration 
Thursday, December 20, 4pm 
Fogtown Brewing Company (Mr. Jon and Mr. Ian) are graciously hosting a TCS fundraiser 
and family-friendly  evening,  featuring  a  harvest  brew inspired by  the  TCS apple  and 
cranberry harvest, along with a kid-friendly harvest beverage to benefit The Community 
School financial aid fund.  The evening will be complete with music by Noah and Shawn 
Keeley.  We hope that you will join us and invite your friends!

Pop-up Maker's Market and Solstice Party at Wood Wool Wind Water 
Saturday, Dec. 22, 10am-4pm 
102 Clark Point Road, Southwest Harbor 
Join us for a Solstice Party and local Makers Market to celebrate the return of the light in 
this unique location--  a warm and rustic boat shop on the harbor.  Fine craft,  hearty 
snacks,  live  music,  and  good  company.  Entrance  fee  by  donation  to  benefit  The 
Community School. Join in the fun!
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me


