
From the Youngers… 

As  the  weeks  of  l a te 
No vember  through 
December are busy ones, 
I  become  e ver  more 
conscious  of  noticing 
those  moments  of  peace 
and  solitude:   a  child 
leading me over to see the 
sparkles of the frost on a 
bronzy oak leaf.  We stand 
there in silence, watching 
the  t iny  i ce  c r ys ta l s 
shimmer in the sun.  The 
children sitting along the 
path  at  The  Cooksey 
Drive  overlook,  looking 
with  wonder  at  sprigs  of 
winterberry,  juniper  and 
waxy  bayberries.   They 
each take the time to record the botanical details in their nature journals.  The class standing along a 
rocky cliff, singing out Isle Au Haut Lullaby, as we imagine it in the gray distance.  We scan the ocean for 
many minutes with a spotting scope, in search of sea birds, and a child focuses in on a pair of Eider ducks, 
sleek with their black and white contrasting feathers.  The group is quiet, as he describes what he sees.  
“They’re just so beautiful!” he gasps, and each child takes a turn.  I am reminded it is important to take 
space and time for these moments.    

We  are  wrapping-up  our  Birds  expedition  in  the 
coming  days,  with  a  puppet  project,  building  on  an 
assignment  where  the  children  looked-up  a  specific 
bird  in  a  field  guide,  illustrated  its  distinct  field 
markings and wrote out the pneumonic of its call.  The 
expedition  will  end  with  a  puppetry  performance  of 
our  birds.  We have  began  a  geometry  unit  in  Math 
workshop, getting to know shapes and some of their 
rules,  and  we  all  have  been  working  with  a  poem, 
Winter Eyes, in Language Arts Workshop, pulling out 
the long and short vowel sounds, blending sounds we 
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know  and  learning  new  blends,  noticing  patterns  in  spelling  and 
phrases, and some children are beginning to write their own version of 
the poem.  

This week’s outing will be to Smith Family Farm, harvesting Balsam Fir 
boughs  for  wreath making,  and brushing up on our  coniferous  tree 
identification skills.  We are looking forward to the winter festivities 
ahead!

Happy December, 
Miss Jasmine

From the Olders… 

Dear Families,
 
It seems winter is slowly coming upon us. As the children completed 
their nature journal entries this week, we observed the first ice on the 
banks of Stanley Brook and the crisp frost on the grass. Nearly all the 
leaves have fallen and the weather has turned cold and fresh at last.
 
We began our new expedition on Watersheds last week! This island is 
full  of  streams,  lakes  and  ponds  to  explore  and  the  children  have 
enjoyed  crafting  their  own definition  of  what  makes  a  watershed  a 
watershed and how this definition moves beyond just the streams and 

rivers  we enjoy,  but to the land 
that surrounds them and that we 
call home.
 
Last week for outing, we visited 
Hunter’s  Brook—a  spot  just 
a round  the  cor ner  f rom 
Cooksey  Drive .  We  “r iver 
walked” the brook as it flowed down to the beach and observed the fresh water mix with the ocean in it’s 
estuary.  The children were  keen observers  during  our  walk,  carefully  comparing  Hunter’s  Brook and 
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Thank you to: 

Jenny and Sarah at the Bar 
Harbor Food Pant ry fo r 
helping to coordinate our 
service project, Kristi, Miss 
Mel, Blake, Kimberly, and 
Aliyah for setting up and 
working at our booth at the 
indoor farmer’s market/craft 
fair, Sarah for helping with the 
younger’s outing to Cooksey 
Drive.

Reminders: 

• It’s December and it’s cold 
outside!  Please send your 
child with appropriate layers 
to stay warm at recess and 
outdoor class times.  Winter 
coats, hat and mittens, 
please!

• Community Wreath Making: 
This Sunday, December 6, 
2-4pm at the schoolhouse

• Winter Fair Prep Evening, 
Tuesday, December 8, 
6-8pm at the schoolhouse.

? Natural History Mystery ? 

Over the break: What variety 
of pumpkin is best for baking 
pumpkin pies?

Olders practicing community service.

Building bonds of friendship and community at the long-table feast meal.



Stanley Brook as we made our way down to the sea. We closed our eyes and listened as the waves crashed 
against  the  pebbly  beach  making  rounded  sounds  of  thunder.  We are  enjoying  this  expedition  that 
connects us to the water and draws out the observer in us all.
 
We  will  continue  to  craft  and  refine  our  definition  of  a 
watershed as we consider the water cycle this week and visit 
Billy Halprin at Somes-Meynell.
 
Please be sure to send mittens and warm hats to school each 
day. As we continue to spend time outside, rain pants and/or 
snow pants are important so that the children can continue 
exploring with gusto.
 
With warmth and light in this season,
Bethany  

Specialty Classes 

Handwork 

It was good to come together after the Thanksgiving 
holiday  and  resume  our  handwork.   In  the  Olders 
class, our bean bag knitters cast off their stitches and 
began sewing their two squares together.  We take our 
time with the finish work of our projects,  as careful 
work at this stage is important in creating a well made 
and attractive  piece.   Our scarf  knitters  are  making 
good progress on their pieces.  

Some  of  the  Olders  have  been  bringing  their 
handwork bags home so they can knit.   Please help 
them remember to bring their bags in on Mondays.  
Thank you!

The  Youngers  handwork  class  was  buzzing  with 
activity  this  week!   We began  class  with  each  student  making  their  own  adorable  milkweed  baby.  
Everyone unanimously delighted in this project!  From there, our needle knitters resumed their ongoing 
projects.   The remainder of the class chose sanding or finger knitting.   There was excitement as we 

collectively worked on items to sell at the Winter Fair.

There was a lot going on in the Youngers room today.  Despite the 
many projects happening simultaneously and children needing help 
and attention, there was a lovely feeling of calm and ease throughout 
the  entire  class  period.   The  children  were  patient,  respectful, 
helpful and joyful.  Class flowed beautifully.  I truly did not want to 
leave...

Warmly,   Miss Karen
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Miss Bethany creating an apple candle holder for Noah.

Hand-crafted ornamental corn necklaces on display!

Sleeping gnomes in milkweed pods!



Spanish 

Olders: This week we continued working on basic 
questions and their answers as well as pronouns and 
verbs  in  Spanish.  We practiced  several  times  our 
song “Gracias a la vida” as a way to finish our work 
with this famous melody written by Violeta Parra. 
We  also  worked  on  the  topic  “Sense  of  Place” 
comparing Mound Desert Island and Easter Island. 
We talked about its location in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, how far it is from South America and 
Polynesia,  its  geography  (especially  the  volcanos), 
how many people live there at the present time, the 
weather,  the  Rapa  Nui  People,  their  original 
language and why they speak Spanish today. It was 
fantastic  to  hear  the  children  talking  about  MDI 
with  a  lot  of  knowledge,  they  could  discuss  the 
differences  between  both  islands  while  I  was 
explaining the principal characteristics of Easter Island. We also explored Rapa Nui designs on Rock Art 
and compared them with Wabanaki designs. They really have a sense of place!

Youngers:  We  continued  our  work  with  the  poem  “Dame  la  mano” 
because the children are still trying to learn some of the words and tones. 
We started a recitation: the Human Body as a way to reinforce and expand 
their vocabulary. It was nice to hear the children trying to guess the right 
word but it  was a little challenging because they hadn’t  heard some of 
these words before. “Los ojos ¿para qué son? Los ojos son para ver.  La 
nariz ¿para qué es? La nariz es para oler.....”. Then we read in Spanish the 
fable “La paloma y la hormiga” (The pigeon and the ant) and we discussed 
it’s lesson. We also focussed our attention in the buhos (owls)  and how 
important  are  they for  the Passamaquoddy People.  The children really 
enjoyed coloring an owl designed by my husband David,  they not only 
talked  about  the  Wabanaki  art  with  familiarity,  some  of  them  also 
referenced  David  as  somebody  they  “know  very  well”.  Finally,  we 
compared  this  Passamaquoddy  design  with  a  Rapa  Nui  design  of  a 
“golondrina” or Sooty Tern. They are so fascinated with the birds!

Warmly, Patricia

Upcoming Events and Info 

Secret Santa at The Community School 
By now, each child and teacher has drawn a name for our annual Secret Santa.  Over the next few weeks, 
we urge everyone to keep their person a secret, make something handmade for their person, and bring it 
wrapped with their name on it on Friday, December 18, when we gather for our winter story, and our 
secret santa swap before winter break.   
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Children and teachers create a mural for school 
friend and teacher, David Moses Bridges.

Preparing acorns for a later craft. 



Community Wreath Making: Sunday, December 6, 2-4pm at the schoolhouse 
After gathering boughs during our outing this week, we will have plenty of material for wreath making!  If 
you would like, stop by on Sunday and make a wreath or spray to take home, and one for Winter Fair.  No 
wreath-making experience required.   

We are gearing up for our second annual Art of  Winter  Fair on Sunday, December 13!   In 
preparation for the event, please consider helping with the following efforts:

Silent Auction 
As part of our annual Winter Fair, we have a quality silent auction fundraiser.  It takes all of us in the 
school community to gather items for a beautiful and quality auction that is an important fundraiser for 
the school.  The time is now!  Please help us collect silent auction items for a successful auction.  Art, 
craft, seasonal goods, gift certificates, services, etc. are all great.   There is a sign up sheet for auction 
items posted in the downstairs entryway.  

Winter Fair Parent Craft Evening:
Tuesday, December 1, 6pm-8pm 
Stop by for a little while and take materials home, or come 
for the whole time.  This is a parent evening where we will 
make simple crafts to sell at our handmade goods table at 
our Winter Fair.  The children will have already made many 
of these crafts to take home, so our work will be bolstering 
the quantity of our crafted items, with a touch from the 
parents!  

Winter Fair Preparation Evening: 
Tuesday, December 8, 6pm-8pm 
On this evening, we will be packaging items, pricing items 
and tying up loose ends of  projects  for  our Winter Fair.  
Everyone is welcome.  

How you can help with Winter Fair 
• Solicit items for the Silent Auction!  You can donate personally, from a 

friend or family member, or reach out to a local business that you have a 
relationship with.  

• Volunteer to help with a craft night at the school! Tuesday, December 
1st, and Tuesday, December 8th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

• Bake an item for the Patisserie
• Spread  the  word!   Posters  are  available  to  post  online  and  the  old 

fashioned way.  The poster is on our Facebook page— please share
• Attend!  Show your support and bring a friend or two for fabulous holiday presents, a hearty lunch and 

yummy patisserie and seasonal merriment!
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“Cultivating a sense of Self, Place, and Community”

Blake and Mel selling preserves and oils 
that were made at school for the MDIHS 

Farmer’s Market and Craft Fair.


