
Director’s Note… 
In this season of giving and gratitude, I 
would like to express my deepest thanks 
to  all  of  those  who  participated  in 
Harvest Festival in all of the many ways 
one could-- in the planning, the making, 
the  baking,  the  shift-taking,  the  crepe 
flipping, the fire tending, the eating, the 
supporting  of  our  local  artisans,  the 
bidding (and many more),  and enjoying 
the  spirit  that  is  The  Community 
School. Thank you community for your 
support and sharing in the fun and spirit 
of this special day.  

Five years ago, we began the festival in 
the Great Hall of Turrets at COA, with 
a  few  crafters,  a  silent  auction,  our 
crepes,  our  handwork,  and  a  small 
patisserie.  The festival has grown over 
the years and so has our following, as we 
settled  into  our  home  along  Babson 
Creek  and  have  made  it  an  indoor-
outdoor  experience.   Since  those  early 
days, we have added a farmer's market, a 
campfire,  wreath  making,  a  robust 
a r t i san  marketp lace  and  hear ty 
luncheon.   This  year  we  expanded  to 
two  days,  adding  the  campfire  roasted 
sausages,  (thanks  to  the  generosity  of 
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Nahia helps to run the Patisserie and an appearance of 
of The Pocket Gnome! 



Colvard  and  Company)  and  the  illusive  Pocket 
Gnome,  lingering  along  the  woods  line  with 
treasures  in  its  deep  pockets  for  the  youngest 
members of the festival.  Most of all, we are able to 
share and host  people in our home,  and share a 
little  of  the  magic  that  we  experience  each  day.  
Thank  you  for  sharing  in  the  support  of  our 
growing school.

With gratitude and appreciation, 
Jasmine

From The Woodland Class…

The Woodland class has just finished their portraits of our community and are excited to 
share their final pieces with you at the art opening, at The Gallery at Somes Sound on 
December 14, 4-6pm.  The cbildren have put much hard work into their final portraits, 
and on reflecting on the connections that they made throughout our expedition.  Closing 
remarks  of  our  expedition  yesterday  were  astute  and  uplifting.  We  begin  our  new 
expedition this week, Birds, Feathers and Flight! The classroom has been transformed to 
celebrate the upcoming solstice, and to inspire our studies of our feathered friends.  Our 
Thursday outing will be to Somes Meynell Wildlife Sanctuary where we will learn about 
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Reminders:      

- Woodland Somesville Library 
pick-up this Wednesday, between 
3:00-3:15, 11/28
- Solstice Concert: Wednesday, 
12/19, 6-7:30
- 1/2 day: and start of Winter 
Break: Thursday, 12/20, 12:30 
dismissal, school resumes on 
Tuesday, 1/2  
- Gnome Juice Release Party at 
Fogtown: Thursday, 12/20, 4pm
- Solstice Party and Maker's 
M a r k e t : S a t u r d a y, 1 2 / 2 2 , 
10am-4pm

 Thank You To 

Community school children, 
parents, family and friends who 
took par t in the p lann ing, 
orchestration and celebration of 
Harvest Festival!    

Natural History Mystery: 

W h y m i g h t t h e r e b e l e s s 
Winterberry fruit this year on 
MDI? 

Clara helping out at the school store table 



winter  bird  adaptations  and  how to  use  binoculars  in  the  field  with  naturalist  and 
ornithologist, Billy Helprin.

Have a great week, 
Jasmine

From The Intertidal Class…

Dear Families, 

Our local representative, Brian Hubbell, will be visiting our class for outing this week! We 
look forward to asking him questions about our state government and the work he does 
in Augusta and within our community. 

Thank you to Intertidal parents Kreg and Rachel for being our library drivers over the 
past several weeks!

With warmth, 
Bethany

From The Alpine Class…

This week the Alpine class will be heading to the Bar Harbor Food Pantry for outing as a 
part of our focus on Social Justice & Activism in our community. We are looking forward 
to learning what goods are especially needed this time of year as we launch our food drive 
at TCS!

All the best,
Amy
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The Pocket Gnome spreading joy at Harvest Festival 
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Glimpses of Harvest Festival 2018



Handwork…
In preparation for Harvest Festival, the Woodlands launched a collaborative milkweed 
baby project by felting tiny baby "heads".   Parents added needle felted bodies during 
parent craft night.  The Woodlands then tucked the sweet babies into milkweed pods and 
arranged them in large clamshells along with greens, bittersweet and pine.  Thanks to 
Mel, who added the finishing touches, the milkweed babies brought a festive feel to the 
school  Handwork  table.    Students  are  making  progress  with  ongoing  projects.  
Kindergarteners completed their magic sticks with the addition of sparkling felt stars.  
Our new knitter oiled his carefully crafted needles, chose his yarn and is happily knitting 
away!  Students are experimenting with a variety of fibers as they continue their weaving 
on peg looms.  Knitters are busy knitting, casting off, sewing and completing projects and 
also dreaming about their next project!
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Clockwise from top left:  

Kaleb oiling his knitting 
needles;  Delfina and 

Finn proudly showing 
their star topped magic 
sticks;  Aisha arranging 
milkweed babies; Finn, 

Aisha, and Faye wet 
felting; Felted Soaps 

made by the Intertidals  



The Intertidals felted another round of soap in preparation for the Harvest Festival.  A 
basket of their lovely eye catching soaps could be seen front and center and added quite a 
sparkle to the Handwork table at the festival.  Students are making excellent progress on 
their stitch samplers.  As we master one stitch, we learn another.  We are becoming more 
comfortable ripping out crooked stitches and replacing with even, uniform work.  This is 
a project that requires patience and persistence.   Students are meeting this challenge 
head on and with enthusiasm.

Warmly,
Miss Karen

News and Upcoming Events 

Annual Solstice Concert  
Wednesday, December 19, 6-7:30pm 
To welcome back the light each year, The Community School joins in song and presents 
seasonal musical pieces that they have been working on-- both voice and instrumental. 
We ask that children arrive to the schoolhouse by 5:45 and meet in the kitchen.  Children 
are welcome to dress up and all families are welcome to celebrate with gingerbread and 
hot cider after the concert. We are looking forward to sharing this evening with you!

Gnome  Juice  Release  Party:  a  TCS  ~ 
Fogtown Collaboration 
@  Fogtown  Brewing  Company,  25  Pine 
Street, Ellsworth 
Thursday, December 20, 4pm 
Fogtown Brewing Company (Mr. Jon and Mr. 
Ian)  are graciously hosting a TCS fundraiser 
and family-friendly evening, releasing Gnome 
Juice,  a  solstice  brew  inspired  by  the  TCS 
apple and cranberry harvest, along with a kid-
friendly harvest beverage.   The evening will 
be  complete  with  our  annual  TCS  pop-up 
store, great food for dinner from Eat at Joes-- 
farm to  table  sandwiches,   ,  and  music  by 
Noah and Shawn Keeley.  We hope that you 
will  join  us  and  invite  your  friends!  Please 
share the attached flyer.
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Po p-u p  Ma ke r ' s  Ma r ke t  a n d 
Solstice Party 
at  Wood  Wool  Wind  Water,  102 
Clark  Point  Road,  Southwest 
Harbor 
Saturday, December 22, 10am-4pm 
We  are  collaborating  with  Danielle 
Rose Byrd, TCS woodworking teacher 
and  woodcarver,  and  friend  of  the 
school,  David  Milliken,  for  a  Solstice 
Party  and  local  Makers  Market  to 
celebrate the return of the light in this 
unique  location--  a  warm  and  rustic 
boat  shop on  the  harbor.   Fine  craft, 
hearty  snacks,  live  music,  and  good 
company. Entrance fee by donation to 
benefit The Community School. Join in 
the  fun!  Flyer  attached--  please  help 
spread the word!

Our annual Food Drive is underway!  Now through Thursday, December 13 
Please help us gather non-perishable food donations for the Bar Harbor Food Pantry this 
holiday  season!  The  pantry  is  used  by  residents  spanning  all  of  Hancock  county,  in 
addition to being an important resource to our island community.  During our service 
project  outing,  December  13,  items  from the  drive  will  be  delivered  to  the  pantry. 
Donation basket is in the entryway of the schoolhouse. Thank you for your support!
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me

emma thieme • maven leather 
emily shaffer • jeweler 
hanna hirsch • painter 

dierdre mcgrath & aaron margolis • rusted pulchritude 
judith blank • handwoven rugs 

danielle rose byrd • hand carved bowls & vessels 
kreg mccune • potter 

LIVE MUSIC • HEARTY SNACKS 

at WOOD WOOL WIND WATER 
102 Clark Point Road, Southwest Harbor 

parking at Upper Town Dock

for more information 
mel@thecommunityschool.me


