
From the Youngers… 

Last Thursday, we ventured out to the Smith 
Family Farm woods, led by Lucian Smith, to an 
area  in  his  forest  that  he  has  been  actively 
managing.  There, stately White Pines stand, 
and small Pine, Spruce, and Balsam Fir crowd 
the forest floor.  Lucian explained that he has 
been cutting, especially the Balsam,  to let in 
more light and allow for breathing room in his 
forest  plot,  to  ensure  other  trees  have  the 
space to grow and thrive.  

When I was a kid, tipping Balsam Fir boughs 
was  an  annual ,  Thanksgiving  weekend 
tradition, when we loaded up a sled, bundled-
up with our winter  gear,  and set  out on old, 
winding  logging  roads  in  Northern  New 
Hampshire.   We hoped for  cold,  crisp days, 
when  the  branches  were  snappy  and 
effortlessly broke at the tip.  We loaded bags, 
mixed the occasional Cedar and White Pine sprig, and if the conditions permitted, we would sled down 

the hills, back to a warm house and a cozy wood 
stove, where we would make wreaths, sprays and 
garland,  tell  stories,  and  enjoy  each  others 
company.  

Though  the  Balsam  boughs  were  not  exactly 
snapping on this rather warm and wet December 
outing day, and there was no snow on the ground 
to haul them out by sled, we had a merry time 
collecting, as children made up games while they 
harvested,  and hauled bursting bags  across  the 
Smith's hay field, sometimes four children to a 
bag.  And we gathered just the same.  At the 
schoolhouse,  parents  and  children  arranged 
wreaths  and  sprays,  while  chatting  about  the 
season and their own family traditions.   Some 
gathered  to  make  wreaths  for  the  first  time.  
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Getting the heavy bags of Fir boughs back to the car at Smith Family Farm. 

Children enjoy collecting Balsam Fir boughs.



The  air  wafted  with  the  scent  of  Balsam  and  the  merriment  and 
togetherness of the season.  
The Youngers have been engaging with their final project for Birds, 
Feather and Flight.  Over the course of the last few school weeks, in 
pairs,  they  have  become  familiar  with  a  specific  species  of  bird  , 
through past lessons, observation, and basic research in Field Guides 
and classroom resources.  They have been translating that knowledge 
into the creation of sock puppet, complete with the true field markings 
and visual adaptations of the bird species.  Their work and attention 
to detail has been impressive!  As they finish their puppets, they have 
been crafting short presentations, which they will present, in character 
as the bird, this week.  On Thursday, the children will present to one 
another,  and  we  will  set  up  all  of  our  compiled  work  from  the 
expedition.  We welcome you to join us upstairs on Thursday at 2:45, 
before pick up, to see the children's work from the expedition, and to 
meet their puppets!  

We will be staying locally on Thursday afternoon, and using this time 
to close our bird expedition and complete our class contributions to 
Winter Fair.  

Wishing you much Peace and Joy during this full time of year, 

Miss Jasmine
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Thank you to: 

Smith Family Farm fo r 
welcoming us to harvest 
balsam boughs in their forest, 
Rachel and Sarah for helping 
with outing logistics, Billy 
Halprin for hosting the Olders 
at Somes Meynell Wildlife 
S a n c t u a r y, t h e c r e w o f 
p a r e n t s , c h i l d r e n a n d 
siblings that came to make 
w rea ths and sp rays on 
Sunday.  

Reminders: 
• A call for Library books! 

We will be going to the 
library this week, so please 
bring books that you are 
finished with.  

• Please sign up on the 
Winter Fair shift 
spreadsheet that Sarah 
Keeley sent out!

• Thursday, December 17, 
6-7:30pm: Our Solstice 
Singing Concert

• Friday, December 18: 
Secret Santa and Half Day, 
12:30 Dismissal

• December 19, 2015-
January 3: Winter Break

? Natural History Mystery ? 

There is a large cone in a 
basket on the printer table that 
Kiera shared with us at town 
meeting last week.  To which 
coniferous tree does it belong?  
(It is not from a Maine tree.)  
**This will be the NHM this 
week and next, to ensure 
everyone gets a good look at 
this specimen!**

Wreath making night with the adults, children and staff of TCS.



From the Olders… 

Dear Families,
 
The buzz of this season is in the air as we prepare for winter fair and our upcoming Solstice concert. It is 
a busy time, yet also one of our favorites here in the Olders classroom. The children have been sharing 
their various traditions with the class and it is enjoyable to see how we each embrace this time of year.
Last week we continued to explore the concept of watersheds, exploring and expanding our definition as 

we  met  with  Billy  Halprin  at  Somes-Meynell 
Wildlife  Sanctuary  on  Somes  Pond.  Through 
several  demonstrations,  Billy  was able to show 
us how the land and vegetation that surrounds 
our bodies of water are important parts of each 
local watershed. We’ve also begun to explore the 
water cycle (hydrologic cycle) through classroom 
experiments  and  drawings.  The  children  have 
started  a  story  writing  project  that  follows  a 
water  droplet  through  various  phases  and 
locations  throughout  the  world.  The  children 
have  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  inquiry  process 
thus far  in this  expedition and have embraced 
our  discussions  with  gusto,  asking  thoughtful 
questions  and  challenging  their  own  thinking. 
We are having fun wondering together.

 
This week we also started our pen pal relationship with the Chewonki Pilot Program, a small 3rd-5th class 
that  shares  many similarities  with our little  school.  Jasmine and I  were able  to visit  their  class  over 
Thanksgiving  break  and I  am looking  forward  to  the  children  connecting  through letters.  This  is  a 
thoughtful  way  to  expand  our  classroom 
community  and  build  friendships  from a 
distance.
 
In math, we’ve continued our large unit on 
data  collection  and  interpretation.  The 
ch i ldren  ha ve  been  co l l ec t ing  and 
comparing data, both visually, in the form 
of  line  plots,  and  through  discussion  and 
writing.
 
We are all looking forward to the upcoming 
fair and the children are excited to staff the 
various tables and play an important role in 
this years event!  I look forward to seeing 
you all on Sunday!
 
With warmth,
Bethany 
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Eliza shows her beautiful wreath creations.

Billy Halprin at Somes-Meynell Wildlife Sanctuary giving a 
watershed demonstration to the Olders.



Math Workshop 

Last week in math, the Youngers began working 
on a Geometry unit. We began by taking on the 
roles of “Shape Explorers,” taking a careful look at 
our  surroundings  to  see  what  shapes  we  could 
find. We then worked together to recall some of 
the names of the shapes that we found, discussing 
the differences  between free-form “blob” shapes 
and the geometric shapes that we use in math. We 
began  to  ta lk  about  some  of  the  specia l 
characteristics  of  our  geometric  shapes,  asking 
questions  such  as,  “What  makes  a  square  a 
square?” pressing students to think a little more 
critically  about  the  shapes  and  their  defining 
qualities.

We also began to explore shapes through the lens of art. Beginning by reading The Noisy Paintbox by Barb 
Rosenstock, a story about a young Kandinsky and the development of his abstract art, we started to look 
at how artists throughout history have used shape in a variety of different ways. We looked through big 
stacks of artists' books and explored the work of artists such as Matisse, Miro, Picasso, Klee, Kandinsky, 
and Stella and even made our own Matisse-like works of art using both free-form and geometric shapes. 
In  the  coming  weeks,  we  will  continue  working  to  solidify  our  shape  identification,  drawing,  and 
understanding.

Warmly,
Miss Mel

Specialty Classes 

Handwork 

A candle's but a simple thing.
It starts with just a bit of string.
But dipped and dipped with patient hands,
It gathers wax upon the strand.
Until complete with colors bright,
It gives at last a lovely light.

This week in Handwork we made hand dipped candles.  The smell of the wax signifies what has become a 
special seasonal ritual here at The Community School.  Along with excitement, there is also a feeling of 
reverence that we develop when working with the colorful "lava", or wax.  The children did beautiful work 
as you can see in the photos.

Warmly,
Miss Karen
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Candle dipping in action with Miss Karen.

Finished candles drying in the beautiful sunlight.



Spanish 

Olders :  We  performed,  before  the  class, 
dialogues  between  two  students  as  a  way  to 
continue working on with basic questions and 
their answers as well as pronouns and verbs in 
Spanish. Closing our topic “Sense of Place” we 
compared  contemporary  Wabanaki  and  Rapa 
Nui  archaeological  designs.  The  children 
enjoyed very much coloring a  Passamaquoddy 
owl  designed by  my husband David,  some of 
them also started to color a  Sooty Tern from 
Eastern Island that is considered a sacred bird. 
We are  going  to  finish  this  project  making  a 
collage,  we want to show native designs from 
these two islands that are so different in many 
ways, but at the same time are beloved places 
for their inhabitants. We also talked about the 
historical  changes in the languages spoken by 
the native peoples in both islands.

Youngers: We started a new poem called “The sun” as a way to reinforce and expand their vocabulary. We 
did some improvements in our recitation of “The Human Body” but the children are still learning the new 
words and right answers. We also read the fable “La cigüeña y el lobo” (The stork and the wolf) and we 
discussed it´s lesson. We continued our artwork coloring the Passamaquoddy owl (buho),  the children 
were very focused and quiet, they took more time than usual in this project which reflected in their 
involvement. It was amazing to see how much they have learned about being in silence.
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Older's give color to an owl print by David Moses Bridges.

Youngers display their colored owl prints created by David Moses Bridges.



Upcoming Events and Info 

Our Art of Winter Fair is just around the corner— all hands on deck!

How you can help with Winter Fair
• Silent Auction: This is the last week to solicit items for the Silent Auction, and to bring in the 

auction items you signed up for/collected.  
• Sign-up and Bake an item for the Patisserie - the more, the yummier!
• Spread the word!  Posters are available to post online and the old fashioned way.  The poster is on 

our Facebook page— please share!
• Sign-up for a shift on our spreadsheet sent out by Sarah Keeley
• Attend!  Show your support and bring a friend or two for fabulous holiday presents, a hearty lunch 

and yummy patisserie and seasonal merriment!

Solstice Singing Concert: Thursday, December 17, 6pm-7:30pm
To welcome back the light, the children of The Community will join in song and present seasonal 
musical pieces that they have been working on.  We ask that children arrive by 5:40 at the latest. 
They will meet their class downstairs and parents can take a seat in the chapel.  Last year, there was 
standing room only for this event!  Children are welcome to dress up and all families are welcome to 
celebrate with gingerbread and hot cider after the concert, in the classrooms.  We are looking 
forward to sharing this evening with you!

Secret Santa at The Community School: Friday, December 18
By now, each child and teacher has drawn a name for our annual Secret Santa.  In the coming days, 
we urge everyone to keep their person a secret, make something handmade for their person, and 
bring it wrapped with their name on it on Friday, December 18, when we gather for our winter story, 
and our secret santa swap before winter break.  Dismissal is at 12:30— there will be no feast 
served on this day.  
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place and Community

Sea birds take flight as Eddie go to greet them. Beach recess fun in the rocks.


