
From the Youngers… 

It is the week before Winter break, and there is a buzz in our classroom.  Talk of travels to see family, 
Winter Solstice parties and what the gnomes have left us in the advent calendar.  There are gasps of 
wonder each day at the sight of our paper whites in the window sill that seem to reach for the sun before 
our eyes.  Each day, as we light our candle, we express our gratitude for the light that remains during these 
short days, and we count the number of days until the solstice, where the light will slowly grow and grow.  

Last  week,  the  Youngers  completed  their  Bird,  Feathers  and  Fight  expedition,  culminating  in  a 
presentation they gave to the class.  With their finely crafted and anatomically correct bird puppets in 
hand, they spoke as if they were the bird, telling us their name, field markings, adaptations and call.  Each 
child was poised and prepared and delivered an impressive presentation.  It was a joy to see them take so 
much pride in their work.  

At the start of this week, we asked the children to reflect on our bird expedition.  We guided them 
through the progression and capstones of our studies this fall, and then asked them to close their eyes for 
a moment of silence. We asked them to think of a memory from the expedition that will stay with them, 
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Youngers show their hand-made sock puppets in completion of their Birds, Feathers and Flight expedition.



and something that they learned that 
will live in them from now on.  Some 
of  the  things  we  heard  were:   “I 
learned how to use a field guide.” “I 
learned that owl pellets are not just 
balls  of fur—  they’re big and full  of 
bones!”   “I  learned  how  to  draw 
b i rds . ”   “  I  l ea r ned  what  an 
adaptation is.”  “I learned about the 
facial disk and why it’s important to 
an owl.”   “My memory is carrying the 

spotting  scope  up  that  big  rocky  hill  on  that 
foggy  day,  and  setting  it  up,  and  seeing  the 
cormorant  standing  on  the  rock,  getting 
splashed by the waves.” My memory is for going 
for a bird walk and learning how to call black-
capped chickadees by pishing.”  “My memory is 
making my puppet and doing a good job on my 
presentation!”  Our bird expedition is certainly 

memorable  and  has  inspired  the  inner 
ornithologist in all of us.

This week, we will carry out a mini-expedition 
on Winter Holiday Traditions.  Beginning with some of the children’s 
own  family  traditions,  and  expanding  their  knowledge  and 
understanding of winter holiday traditions around the world, we will 
take  a  closer  look  at  Hanukkah,  Kwanza  and  a  variety  of  Winter 
Solstice traditions.  As all of the children celebrate Christmas, we hope 
that  this  week  will  bring  greater  awareness  and  inspire  a  sense  of 
connection during this festive time of year.  

Warmly,    Miss Jasmine
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Thank you to: 

Every parent , child and 
b o a r d m e m b e r a t T h e 
C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l f o r 
contributing to a beautiful and 
successful Winter Fair 2015!  
Many hands made light work 
this year, and the dedication of 
everyone ’s he lp be fore , 
during, and after the event 
was a true testament to 
community.  Thank you to the 
musicians that played for us, 
for community members who 
donated silent auction items, 
to the artisans who joined us, 
everyone who cooked and 
volunteered, and all who 
came and participated in the 
festivities!  

Reminders: 
• Please be sure that your 

child has a hat and 
mittens/gloves each day at 
school.

• Thursday, December 17, 
6-7:30pm: Our Solstice 
Singing Concert.  Please 
have children at school 
by 5:40!

• Friday, December 18: 
Secret Santa and Half 
Day, 12:30 Dismissal.  
Please pack a light lunch.  

• December 19, 2015-
January 3: Winter Break

? Natural History Mystery ? 

What is one winter solstice 
tradition from around the 
world?

Final morning lesson book entry for bird expedition and hand-crafted bird puppet.

Rosie’s owl puppet.

Beeswax bird’s nests on silk.



From the Olders… 

Dear Families,
 
For our outing this past week, we took a river walk along and through Stanley Brook, searching for the 
headwaters of the stream. As the children made their way through the water and along the shore, they 
keenly observed the changing shoreline. At each fork and bend, group consensus determined our path as 
we followed this water “road”.   We followed the stream into the park, but had to turn back before 
reaching the illusive headwaters and the children are eager to return!

In class,  we’ve continued to work on our water droplet  stories  and the children really  seem to have 
internalized the water cycle and continue to see this process reflected in the world around them. They are 
wondering about and starting to grasp the idea of what a cycle is and how the water around us continually 
returns to each phase of the cycle. In the next week we are focusing on wrapping up several ongoing 
projects and drawings and will return after break to begin a new concept in relation to our watershed 
expedition.
 
Our desks are nearly complete and the children are busy at work finishing final details. I so appreciate the 
help  of  Heather  Jones  (our  resident  wood  worker)  in  this  ongoing  process  and  feel  the  sense  of 
accomplishment building in each of the kiddos. Thank you again for your support in this ongoing project.
 
As we continue to explore watersheds please be sure to send necessary gear to school each day. During our 
morning lesson times we are often out and about and warm, dry children are able to more fully enjoy 
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Marveling at being able to walk down the middle of the road, children head to Stanley Brook in closed ANP.



these adventures. Before the snow comes, I ask that each child have a pair of rain pants and waterproof 
boots at school each day. If it is difficult to track these down for your child please let me know and we can 
work together to make sure they have what they need.
 
We are all looking forward to our Solstice Concert and Secret Santa at the end of the week. We have a full 
week ahead and I look forward to spending this time with your children.
 
With warmth and blessings for the upcoming season,
Bethany 

Upcoming Events and Info 

Solstice Singing Concert: Thursday, December 17, 6pm-7:30pm 
To welcome back the light, the children of The Community School will 
join in song and present seasonal musical pieces that they have been 
working on.  We ask that children arrive by 5:40 at the latest. They will 
meet their class downstairs and parents can take a seat in the chapel.  
Last year, there was standing room only for this event!  Children are 
welcome to  dress-up  and  all  families  are  welcome to  celebrate  with 
gingerbread and hot cider after the concert, in the classrooms.  We are 
looking forward to sharing this evening with you!

Secret Santa at The Community School: Friday, December 18 
Each child and teacher has drawn a name for our annual Secret Santa.  In the coming days, we urge 
everyone to keep their person a secret, make something handmade for their person, and bring it wrapped 
with their name on it on Friday, December 18, when we gather for our winter story, and our secret santa 
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Youngers observe the changing of the seasons in Acadia National Park’s Stanley Brook.

Music at the Art of Winter Fair.



swap before winter break.  Dismissal is at 12:30— there will be no feast served on this day.  Please pack 
your child(ren) a light lunch.   
 

Winter Parent Meeting: Academics At The Community School 
Tuesday, January 26, 2016 
What do we mean when we say Experiential Education?  What does a community-based education look 
like?  How does our academic programing compare to area schools?  Our winter parent meeting is open to 
parents in both classes, and will delve into The Community School’s academic philosophy and practices, 
research behind our practices, and a discussion around what we call, teaching “the whole child.”  This is 
an opportunity to learn more deeply about how our academic philosophy plays out in the classroom and 
throughout the grades.  We strongly encourage at least one parent from each family to attend.  We look 
forward to an evening together.   

Miss Marie is returning! 
This is a formal announcement to the community that, after a longer recovery than expected, Miss Marie 
is returning to The Community School as our English/Language Arts (ELA) Workshop teacher after the 
winter break.  She has missed being at school and is looking forward to returning with much excitement!  
Miss Bethany and Miss Jasmine have been holding the ELA workshop classes this fall, and while they will 
still participate in the implementation and assessment of ELA Workshop, Miss Marie and her expertise 
will be guiding this piece of our academic curriculum.  For those of you who have not yet met Miss Marie, 
we look forward to introducing you, and holding our second “Meet the teachers” evening this winter with 
her and Miss Patricia.  
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Milkweed babies for sale! Community School hand-made items for sale at Winter Fair.

Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place and Community! 


