
A winter blessing to you and yours this season of solstice, 
celebration, and new year tidings.  Happy Holidays and best to you, 

from all of us at The Community School.

For Presence
by John O’Donohue

Awaken to the mystery of being here
and enter the quiet immensity of your own 

presence.

Have joy and peace in the temple of your senses.

Receive encouragement when new frontiers 
beckon.

Respond to the call of your gift and the courage to
follow its path.

Let the flame of anger free you of all falsity.

May warmth of heart keep your presence aflame.

May anxiety never linger about you.

May your outer dignity mirror an inner dignity of
soul.

Take time to celebrate the quiet miracles that seek
no attention.

May you experience each day as a sacred gift 
woven around the heart of wonder.
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From The Woodland Class…
In Math Workshop, one group has started exploring 
different  shapes,  learning  to  recognize  and  name 
shapes based on the number of sides and corners.  In 
another  group,  we  have  started  learning  concepts 
about  measuring  and  comparing  lengths.  Others  are 
measuring in centimeters, first using cubes, then using 
a student-made centimeter ruler,  and also comparing 
lengths.   As  we  measure,  we  are  layering  our  work 
about  sums  and  differences  from  our  last  units  of 
study, to solve application word problems in this unit. 

I am always striving to teach math well. I have found 
that ongoing professional development has helped me 
be a better teacher.  Recently, I spent a day at another 
school that also uses the research-based Eureka Math 
curriculum.   I  visited  a  sampling  of  kindergarten 
through  middle  school  math  classes.   It  was 
reinforcing to learn that our students are growing and 
learning in math alongside their peers, learning similar 
vocabulary, skills, mental math strategies, concepts of 
number and operations, and problem solving as focus 
areas  for  developing  mathematical  thinking.   It  is 
always refreshing to see the instructional practices of 
other  teachers  and  to  learn  from each  other  about 
common problems, what is working well for students, 
to share resources, and to return to class knowing I’ve 
gained new knowledge. 

Happy Holidays,
Miss Marie

  P.S.Woodland Library pick-up this Wednesday 3:00-3:15
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Reminders:      

- Solstice Concert: Wednesday, 
12/19, 6-7:30
- 1/2 day, Secret Elf Swap, and 
start of Winter Break: Thursday, 
12/20, 12:30 dismissal. 
School resumes on Wednesday,
1/2/19       
-  Gnome Juice Release Party at 
Fogtown: Thursday, 12/20, 4pm
- Solstice Party and Maker's 

Market : Saturday, 12/22, 
10am-4pm

- Woodland Library pick-up this 
Wednesday 3:00-3:15

 Thank You To 

All who donated to our 2018 
Food Drive, Jenny and Sarah at 
the Bar Harbor Food Pantry for 
hosting the Woodland class 
service project, Birch Bay 
Village for helping to organize the 
Intertidal service outing, Diana at 
the Hancock County SPCA for 
hosting the Alpine service outing, 
Tyra Hanson of the Galley at 
Somes Sound for organizing our 
Portraits of our Community 
gallery opening, and to all the 
community members who 
joined us there!  

Woodland student observing an 
eagle's nest along Frenchman Bay
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Woodland Class work 
displayed at Gallery at 

Somes Sound. 

Community members joined 
Woodland class for art 

opening, Portraits of Our 
Communty.   

Each child showed a portrait of 
a person they admire in our 

community, a special place we 
have engaged with this school 

year, and a pressing of a 
seaweed species from our 

island.   

Work shown at the opening was 
a culmination of the Woodland 
Class final projects from their 
Fall expedition, A Sense of Self, 

Place & Community.

Thank you to Tyra Hanson for 
hanging and hosting the show, 
and for ongoing support of the 

school!



From the Intertidal Class…
Dear families, 

The solstice is nearly here and we look forward to the light it brings. Amidst the dark, 
this is a season of quiet and reflection, though also one that is busy with special activities 
and celebrations! In the Intertidal classroom, we continue to talk about staying present in 
the weeks ahead. 

In Expedition, the children have been working on their final projects for Citizen's and 
Democracy. We are working in small groups to create our own countries! While this is a 
fun and creative experience, it is also a time for us to draw inspiration from what we have 
learned. As we establish our country's identities and determine how to organize our 
government, we are considering what is most important to us as citizens. It has been 
insightful to see them develop their core values and to witness the ways in which they 
work to include "people power" in their government structure. We have some very 
creative countries in the works. 

I am looking forward to our concert this week and can't wait to sing and share in the 
season together! 

Happy Solstice! 
Bethany

From The Alpine Class…

Today's  Alpine entry is 
b rought  to  you  by 
Guest  Wri ter  E l i za 
Levin:

In  ELA we  have  been 
working  on  wr i t ing 
essays  about  character 
traits.  We  have  been 
learning about different 
ways to write essays and 
things to include in our 
essays  like  quotes.  We 
ha ve  a l so  s ta r ted 
writing  compare  and 
contrast  essays.  Things 

�4

Alpine class volunteering at the SPCA. Photo courtesy of Diana de los Santos 



that we have been comparing are our socks, books, and photos. In reading we have been 
enjoying a variety of different book genres and have been working on finding themes in 
our books. Here’s some of what we have been reading: Evelyn: The Hunger Games, Eliza: 
Thirteen Reasons Why, Amaya: Always And Forever Lara Jean, Noah: Holding Up The 
Universe, Elliot: P.S. I Miss You.  We are also enjoying our most recent read-aloud, "The 
House You Pass On The Way" by Jacqueline Woodson. 

Last week we went to the SPCA where we helped out by hanging out with the cats, who 
were very cute and cuddly and we all had a wonderful time.

Cheers!
Eliza

News and Upcoming Events 

Annual Solstice Concert  
Wednesday, December 19, 6-7:30pm 
To welcome back the light each year, The Community School joins in song and presents 
seasonal musical pieces that they have been working on-- both voice and instrumental. 
We ask that children arrive to the schoolhouse by 5:45 and meet in the kitchen.  Children 
are welcome to dress up and all families are welcome to celebrate with gingerbread and 
hot cider after the concert. We are looking forward to sharing this evening with you!
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Alpine class volunteering at the SPCA



 
Gnome  Juice  Release  Party:  a  TCS  ~ 
Fogtown Collaboration 
@ Fogtown Brewing Company, 25 Pine 
Street, Ellsworth 
Thursday, December 20, 4pm 
Fogtown  Brewing  Company  (Mr.  Jon  and 
Mr.  Ian)  are  graciously  hosting  a  TCS 
fundraiser  and  family-friendly  evening, 
releasing  Gnome  Juice,  a  solstice  brew 
inspired  by  the  TCS  apple  and  cranberry 
harvest,  along  with  a  kid-friendly  harvest 
beverage.  The evening will be complete with 
our annual TCS pop-up store, great food for 
dinner  from  Eat  at  Joe's--  farm  to  table 
sandwiches,  salads,  nachos,  soups--  and 
music by Noah and Shawn Keeley.  We hope 
that you will join us and invite your friends! 
Please share the attached flyer.

Pop-up  Maker's  Market  and  Solstice 
Party 
at Wood Wool Wind Water, 102 Clark 
Point Road, Southwest Harbor 
Saturday, December 22, 10am-4pm 
We are  collaborating  with  Danielle  Rose 
Byrd,  TCS  woodworking  teacher  and 
woodcarver,  and  friend  of  the  school, 
David  Milliken,  for  a  Solstice  Party  and 
local Makers Market to celebrate the return 
of the light in this unique location-- a warm 
and rustic boat shop on the harbor.  Fine 
craft,  hearty  snacks,  live  music,  and good 
company.  Entrance  fee  by  donation  to 
benefit The Community School. Join in the 
fun! Flyer attached-- please help spread the 
word!
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FEAST pop-up dinner at Coda Restaurant (reservations required) 
Saturday, December 22, doors open at 5:30, dinner at 6:30 
Dear  friend  of  TCS,  Jordan  Mercer,  is  hosting  a  Southern~Asian  fusion  dinner  in 
celebration of community, and the act of sharing food together. "The first time I cooked 
Thai food on MDI was in the TCS kitchen for Friday Feast with the children!" says Miss 
Jordan.  She is kindly donating proceeds from this FEAST to the community school this 
season.  There are a few spots left!  
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me

Woodland class volunteering at Bar Harbor Food Pantry


