
From The Woodland Class…
The  Woodland  ornithologists  have 
continued  their  bird  studies,  and  have 
most recently been investigating different 
types  of  feathers,  flight  design,  and  the 
unique  attributes  of  the  owl  family.  
During  last  week's  trip  to  the  Wendell 
Gilley Museum, we learned about the life 
of the late Gilley and were inspired by his 
life-like work.  His carvings served as an 
informal bird indemnification quiz, as the 
Woodlands went from bird to bird, asking 
each other to recall the name of the bird 
and its call (all on their own doing).  We 
apprec ia ted  the  museum's  own 
community-based  approach,  as  the 
ch i ldren  not iced  natura l  h i s tor y 
illustrations on display from friends of the 
school whom we have worked with, Amy 
Gagnon and Jordan Chalfant.  In the hall, 
a long table was set up with small lamps 
and tools at each station, which served as 
the  lab  where  we  dissected  Barn  Owl 
pellets  and  reconstructed  vole  skeletons 
from the remains.  Projected above, on a 
large  pull-down screen was a live-owl web 
camera,  capturing a Long-eared Owl pair 
in their nest, in Montana.  As we looked up at them once and a while, they made us smile 
and even chuckle, as they preened, as the wind ruffled their feathers, their large eyes 
blinked, and they hunkered down to stay warm on their perch.  Did you know that if 
human eyes were proportionately the same size as owl's eyes, that we would have eyes the 
size of softballs?  
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Eli Durand MacDonnell, who grew up on MDI and is 
now  a  student  at  Oberlin  College,  is  spending  his 
January term with us at TCS, and has been joining us 
for our morning activities and for Expedition.  Eli will 
be  visiting  other  classes,  helping  in  Intertidal 
Handwork,  and  attending  outings  in  the  coming 
weeks.  Eli has been a warm and jolly presence to have 
in the classroom!  Please join me in welcoming him to 
our community.  

This  week  began  with  a  design  and  engineering 
challenge, based on what we have learned about bird 
flight.   Three  teams  created  flight  vehicles  from 
limited materials--  5 sheets of paper, 1 roll  of scotch 
tape, 1 pencil-- and tested them on our silk "runway."   
The Humming Arrow, the Flaming Arrow, and the Swirly 
Glider made their first voyages into the air, with Miss 
Mel  and Mr.  Eli,  air  traffic controllers  (using yellow 
glockenspiel  mallets  to  direct  the  flight  vessels), 
measuring the distance and time of their flight.  Today 

we will reflect on the how the shape and attributes of each contributed to their flight 
success and patterns in the air.  

We will begin the early stages of our 
final  projects  this  week;  making 
native bird sock puppets, along with 
a  puppet  show about  the  different 
species,  their  calls,  habitats  and 
distinguishing  features.   We  are 
looking  for  fabrics  of  assorted 
textures,  and  a  variety  of  materials 
that  we can use during our puppet 
construction process, so feel free to 
send in materials to share with the 
class  throughout  the  next  week.  
Thank you!  

We will be going to Compass Harbor this week during outing time-- dress warm!

Have a wonderful week, 
Jasmine
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Reminders:      

- No school this Friday 1/18: 
Professional Day
- No school 1/12: Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day

 Thank You To 

Donna for helping with Woodland 
driving logistics, Sean Charette, 
director of the Wendell Gilley 
Museum for helping to plan our 
visit, and Cynthia Ocel of the 
Wendell Gil ley Museum for 
leading our owl lesson.  

Natural History Mystery: 

What is the smallest owl species 
in Maine?

Woodland class engineering challenge



From The Intertidal Class…

Dear families, 

This  week  in  writing 
class,  we are wrapping 
up  our  speeches!  The 
children  have  been 
pract ic ing  the i r 
per sua s ive  wr i t ing 
sk i l l s ,  c raf t ing 
speeches  to  create 
change .  Wri t ing 
speeches  gives  us  a 
unique chance to think 
about  what  is  most 
important when trying 
to  per suade .  The 
children are learning to 
state their  opinion (or 
thes i s )  bo ld l y,  to 
cons ider  the i r 
audience's  perspective, 
and to include real life 
examples  to  support 
their thinking. Today we watched a speech written by Severn Cullis-Suzuki, a 12 year old 
climate activist. We were inspired by what she had to share and gathered tips from her 
speech to help strengthen our own. If you have a chance, I encourage you to take a peak 
at her speech and perhaps explore other popular speeches (TED talks are a great place to 
start!). 
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Intertidal  “Create a Country” presentations to the Woodland class.  

A national 
anthem 

created for the 
country ELFA 
and aa sample 
of our citizen 
responsibility 

work. 



In reading, we continue to explore non-fiction during our class reading time and fiction at 
home. We are gearing up for research projects, where we will put to practice the non-
fiction reading strategies we've been practicing over the past few weeks. 

In expedition,  we've started a  new unit  entitled "Tales  from the Dawnland:  Wabanki 
Stories". For outing this week, we'll be headed into Acadia to gather more inspiration 
from the land that inspired many of these stories. We'll be heading to the Breakneck 
Ponds. 

With warmth, 
Bethany and Aura

From The Alpine Class…

The Alpine class is proud to report that both math groups are approaching the end of 
their  second  math  modules  this  year!  We  have  been  feeling  a  great  sense  of 
accomplishment as we reflect back on the effort we’ve put into our math work this year.

One of our math groups has been focusing closely on the concept of divisibility for the 
past few weeks. We have practiced the standard algorithm for division both with whole 
and decimal numbers. We also learned our rules for whether certain numbers are divisible 
by others. At the close of this module, we are focusing on finding Greatest Common 
Factors  and  Least  Common Multiples  for  pairs  of  numbers,  including  the  Euclidean 
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Learning about states of matter on Upper Hadlock Pond



Algorithm. This helps us solve our 
division problems more quickly!

In our other math group, students 
have  been  working  on  utilizing 
concepts  and  skills  developed  in 
the  first  part  of  the  module  to 
successfully  apply  operations  of 
rational  numbers  to  expressions 
and  equations.  For  the  next  few 
days,  we  will  focus  on  solving 
equat ions  through  a lgebra ic 
methods,  as  well  as  understanding 
the role that rational numbers take 
in  everyday  life  tasks  (such  as 
investing and banking).

This  week  on  Outing,  we  will 
venture into Acadia for the third in 
our  ecology  series,  taught  by  our 
very own Mr. Ian. 

Thanks ,  a s  a lways ,  fo r  your 
support!

Warmly,
Amy

News and Upcoming Events 

Winter Classroom 
Scheduled for Thursday, February 7, weather and ice dependent 
This annual all-day outing is dedicated to the joys and wonders of winter!  We will explore 
winter ecology through ichthyology, winter tree ID, tracking, ice formations and the art 
of building, maintaining, and cooking over a campfire fire.  Local community members 
will  join  us  as  guest  teachers  and  fellow  winter  explorers  on  Somes  Pond  for  this 
memorable winter day of learning.   Drop off is at school, and pick up is at the Somes 
Pond landing on Oak Hill Road.  Families are welcome to join us at 3pm for our campfire 
closing and reflection sharing.  We encourage all members of the community to bring 
winter words to share-- a poem, verse, memory, song or story-- at our campfire at the end 
of the day.  
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Fun in the snow at recess!



 
Annual TCS Talent Show 
Friday,  February  8,  2-3pm  at 
school 
Calling  all  musical  acts,  skits, 
dance, song, and performances for 
an  afternoon  showcasing  the 
talents of  our community,   A sign 
up sheet for the talent show will be 
posted  on  the  Community  Board 
in  the  entryway.  We  ask  that  all 
talent show acts are practiced and 
in a polished form to share. Family 
participation is encouraged!  

Admissions  and  Community 
Open House 
S a t u rd a y,  Fe b r u a r y  9 , 
10am-12pm 
Mark your calendars and share with 
friends,  families  and  community 
members who may be interested in 
the  schoo l !   We  encoura ge 
interested families  to stop by and 
meet teachers, current families and 
see  student  work,  and  invite 
community members to stop by for 
a  visit.   Join  us  for  a  morning  of 
shar ing ,  gather ing ,  and  l ight 
refreshments.  
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me

Intertidal students walking the Jesup Path on a recent outing


