
From the Youngers… 

After  three  years  of  visioning  what  a  frozen 
classroom day would look like; a day of learning 
about winter ecology above and below the ice, a 
fire  to  keep  us  warm,  gather  and  cook  at,  and  
celebration  of  the  winter  season,  the  first 
Community  School  Frozen Classroom day came 
to life last week!  It was a day filled with winter 
joy and learning,  as  each group rotated through 
the three “stations” and as we ate lunch together 
around the fire. Each time a flag went up on the 
pond, a roar of excitement could be heard from 
around the pond, followed by “We caught a fish!” 
The woods and trails were a silent and still shelter 
from the  wind,  and  told  stories  of  the  critters 
making their  way,  and the sun shifting,  painting 
beautiful cool colors on the snow.  The fire was a 
place of song and homemade banock cooked on 
sticks  about  the  coals.   Perhaps  the  most 
memorable part of the day for me was the closing, 
around the fire in a circle with families who had 
come to meet us.  Each child and teacher reflected 
on an observation they made during the day, and one moment of joy.  Community members of all ages 
then shared poems, verses, or memories of winter that were dear to them.  As the shadows cooled the 

winter air, together we put out the fire, symbolizing the 
end of a grand winter day together.  

Last  week,  the Youngers made magnificent maps of  the 
United  States,  and  plotted  a  variety  of  eco-regions  and 
major landforms, designing their own symbols and legend.  
The maps took on a life of their own, as they spanned two 
morning lesson book pages and took careful attention and 
details to illustrate.  They are rightfully very proud of their 
work!  

This week, we have moved into looking at continents, and 
continue to build on their map reading and map-making 
skills.  We will be going into the park for a treasure hunt 
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“We caught a fish!” Ice-fishing on Somes Pond was 
one of the many joys of Frozen Classroom day.

Catching a glimpse of a bald eagle as the 
children set out to explore Somes Pond and 

it’s surrounding woods.



this  Thursday,  along  Ocean  Drive,  to  solidify  the  children’s  use  of 
cardinal  directions,  and their  understanding  and knowledge  of  local 
geography and landforms.  

Winter Wishes, 
Miss Jasmine

From the Olders… 

Dear Families,
 
What  joy  to  see  the 
kiddos out on the ice and 
exploring  the  snow  last 
Thursday.  It  i s  a 
wonderful  reminder  of 
the  special  weather  that 
winter  brings  and  of  the 
beauty  of  an  entire  day 
spent  outside  learning 
f rom  the  winter 
landscape.
 
The  Olders  continue  to 
explore watersheds as we begin to explore personal water use and our 
role in preserving and maintaining healthy waterways. On Thursday, we 
will travel to the MDIBL to meet with Anna Farrell to conduct water 
quality analysis on a sample from nearby Stanley Brook. Anna has been 
conducting several  water  quality  surveys and will  share some of  her 
island-based research with the class. This outing will connect back to 
our  visit  to  the  Waste  Water  Treatment  Facility  and  give  us  more 
insight  into  how  potential  contaminants  are  regulated  by  EPA 
guidelines and scientific monitoring.
 
In ELA, the children continue to edit and revise their writing pieces 
thoughtfully.  As  we  move  throughout  the  year,  we  will  continue  to 
focus on the various stages of the writing process, strengthening our 
independent  writing  skills.  The  children  are  also  enjoying  our 
Literature Circle work and adjusting to this new format of discussing 
and  responding  to  what  they  read.  They  challenge  each  other  with 
their thoughtful questions. 
 
Goals were sent home on Monday as “parent” homework. Please send 
them back to school as they are completed.
 
I look forward to our parent meeting this week. See you there!
 
With warmth,
Bethany
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Thank you to: 

To Billy Halprin for leading 
winter ecology walks, Sam 
Day for leading ice fishing, 
and Eloise Shultz for leading 
fire building/cooking and for 
being incredible field resource 
people and adding such 
richness and fun to our Winter 
Classroom Day,  Steve 
Ressel for lending his ice 
fishing gear, Miss Mel for 
making the banock dough, the 
Ellis, Thieken, Boucher, 
Gregory-Grey families for 
bringing wood for the fire, 
D o n n a f o r m a k i n g t h e 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h J u d y 
Goldstein for use of the fire 
ring, Judy for sharing her 
beautiful property with the 
school.  
   

Reminders: 

- Please help bring back 
library books, for our trip 
to the library on Friday.  
Thank you.

- Community Talent Show: 
F r i d a y, F e b r u a r y 1 2 , 
1 : 3 0 - 3 : 0 0 a t t h e 
schoolhouse

- M i d - W i n t e r B r e a k : 
February 15-19.  School 
resumes February 22.

? Natural History Mystery ? 

There is a unique planetary 
alignment that can be seen be 
seen at sunrise, to the east, 
over the next couple of weeks: 
What 5 planets can be seen 
with the naked eye?

The Olders put the finishing touches on 
their home made desks, tracing decorative 

designs to wood-burned onto the top.



Specialty Classes 

Music 

This winter the Youngers have been listening to may different kinds of music, and have learned a set of 
words they can use to describe what they hear: fast or slow, high or low, quiet or loud.  They are also 
learning how to identify different genres of music: jazz, classical, rock and roll, blue grass, etc.  It's really 
neat when they can identify that a solo piano sonata by Mozart and Beethoven's Fifth Symphony are both 
examples of classical music; but they can't tell you exactly how they know, they just know!  They are 
really starting to learn that music is about feeling and emotion.  We've also been continuing to explore 
rhythm with our percussion instruments.  They are now able to compose and perform simple rhythms 
on various instruments using quarter notes, eighth notes, and triplets;  or as we like to call  them tea, 
coffee, hot-chocolate!

The Olders have been learning how to use three fingers to pick notes out on their ukuleles as opposed to 
strumming chords.  We've been learning various picking patterns and rhythms, and are working on a 
very beautiful Spanish Flamenco inspired song.  They have also been expanding their chord repertoire 
and each child will be writing their own lyrics and putting chord changes to their songs!  The Olders are 
developing a fluency on their ukulele that is really wonderful to hear.
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Group shot before building the campfire; learning about ice-fishing; and helping Sam reset the fishing line.

Hot cocoa and singing songs around the 
campfire on a cold winter’s day!



News and Upcoming Events 

Welcoming Sam Day to Our Teaching and Learning Community 
Sam Day is a member of the College of the Atlantic community, carpenter, 
avid outdoorsman and craftsperson, and advocate for healthy watersheds 
and the people and creatures that call them home. He currently serves on 
the Board of Directors of Maine Rivers. While in high school, he taught at 
and helped create outdoor classroom models at a number of public schools, 
summer camps, and after school programs throughout central and western 
Maine. Sam has shared a few days of backyard stream exploration and fly 
fishing with the Community School and recently led the ice fishing portion 
of our first annual Winter Classroom! You may see him around more in the 
coming  months  as  he  works  with  us  to  craft  more  watershed-based 
curriculum.  Introduce yourself and say hello to Sam when you see him!

Re-enrollment, Financial Aid and Supplies Fee 
It is hard to believe that it is this time of year…February is re-enrollment month!  Please note that there 
are some changes in the timeline from last year, regarding when items are due:
• February 1: Enrollment contracts go out.*
• February 28 (or before): Return signed enrollment contract and $500 deposit if you plan for your child 

to attend The Community School next year.  
• March 15: Financial Aid information due to TADS.
• March 15: If re-enrolling, Supplies Fee due for school year 16/17.
• April 1: Families will be notified with their financial aid package by The Community School.
Each step will be outlined in greater detail in the enrollment contract.  The earlier dates are in an effort to 
have a better sense of enrollment and aid amounts, so we can best budget for the upcoming year.  Thank 
you in advance for your timeliness.

*Please note that if there will be any known changes to your financial aid package, i.e. tuition exchange, 
2015 incentives , you will be notified by Jasmine prior to February 1.  
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Sam pretends to be a fish.

Snowflakes,
trekking 

across the 
pond, winter 

poems, & 
community 
campfire!



Second Annual Community Talent Show 
Friday, February 12 1:30-3:00 at the schoolhouse 
Community Talent Show 

All members of your family are encouraged to participate!  Solo, duets, family and multi-family acts are 
encouraged.  Musical instruments, magic tricks, songs, dance, skits, and all other performance acts are 
welcomed… the sky is the limit!  Children can sign up with the title of the act and who is  in the act with 
their class teachers.

We have introduced the idea of the talent show during town meeting.  The children often offer songs and 
performances during the “share” session at our Wednesday town meeting and we pointed out that this was 
a different venue.  We would like to emphasize that the talent show is a time to share something polished 
and that you have been practicing.  Some children have signed up together, which will require some after-
school practicing. Have fun!

Open House for Perspective Families
Thursday, February 11, 5:00pm-6:30pm

Do you know a family who is/would be interested in The Community School?  Spread the word!  We 
will advertise the Open House on Facebook, our website, and through community bulletin posters, but 
current families are the best ambassadors for our school!  We would welcome a couple of current families 
to attend the open house, to be open for parent-to-parent questions and for the children to share their 
classrooms and mingle with perspective students.  If your family would like to sign-up for joining us on 
the evening of the open house, please let Jasmine know.  Many thanks in advance.  Please post and pass 
along the Open House flyer to folks you know!
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

Friendship and fun, 
connection and 

collaboration were all part 
of the Frozen Classroom.


