
Director's Note…
What do you do at faculty meeting?  children ask me, occasionally.  It is hard to sum it up in a 
short answer, as this time together is so valuable, and essential to the well being of the 
school,  but  what  I  usually  say  to  the  children  is,  "It  is  like  Town Meeting  for  the 
teachers."   In  fact,  these  last  couple  weeks,  we  have  spent  part  faculty  meeting 
workshopping  our  all-school  town meeting.   Each teacher  has  engaged their  class  in 
conversation about the usefulness of Town Meeting, what they love about it, what could 
be better, their recommendations for thoughtful change.  This information is helpful, as 
our school has changed since the inception of our first Town Meeting, in the fall of 2015, 
and so have our needs.  Based on the collaborative feedback from both Town Meetings 
and class discussion, we have crafted what we hope to be a more dynamic and meaningful 
model that we will pilot this week!

For  one ,  town 
meeting  will  be 
moved  from  the 
rug  to  the  more 
formal  venue  of 
the kitchen table.  
Each  student  will 
have a spot where 
they  will  sit  each 
week.   Some  of 
our  categories , 
which  we  feel  no 
longer  ser ve  us 
ha ve  been 
eliminated,  and 
others  that  our 
community  feel 
are pertinent have 
been  added.   To 
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Woodland Class exploring sea caves at Compass Harbor 



be  sure  each  contribution  is  well  thought  out  and 
relevant  to  the  whole  school,  each  class  will  have  a 
Town Meeting agenda board in their classroom, where 
they sign up and have the opportunity to plan ahead 
their language.   At the end of the week, the Alpine 
class will take all agenda boards and craft the master 
agenda  for  the  Town  Meeting  on  Friday.   Alpine 
students will sit at the head of the table and take turns 
facilitating  the  meeting.   First  on  the  agenda  is  to 
follow the Responsive Classroom model in creating a 
mission statement for the meeting,  bringing to light 
why  we  spend  our  Friday  afternoons  together  dong 
this work, and to honor the evolution of this structure 
in an ever dynamic school  community.   The Alpines 
will  take  the  mission  statement  language  from  all 
classes and create one that is inclusive of the collective 
ideas and present it at the following meeting.  Here 
begins  a  new  and  exciting  era  of  participation, 
citizenry and governance for The Community School!

As we go about our weeks, faculty meeting and Town 
Meeting inform one another.  We feel fortunate to be 
ale  to  take  the  time  and  space  to  collaboratively 
govern, and for all voices to be heard.  We hope that 
this change, and the process in which we went about 
this  change  will  re-invigorate  participation  at  our 
weekly meetings and model a structure ans values that 
are  essential  to  any  successful  community,  ,  As  we 
breathe new energy into this old structure,  ask your 
child(ren) about their experience and participation in 
the meeting,  how this  transition feels  and how it  is 
honoring their  own voice.   As we close each faculty 
meeting  with  appreciations  of  one  another,  we  will 
take the same practice to Town Meeting and close our 
week with a sense of gratitude for each other and the 
school community of which we are all a part.  

In collaboration, 
Jasmine
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Reminders:      

- R e - e n r o l l m e n t m o n t h i s 
F e b r u a r y ! R e - e n r o l l m e n t 
information and documents will 
be sent out next week.  
-  Woodland Library pick-up next 

week, 1/30.

 Thank You To 

Donna for lending her car for the 
Woodland class outing,  Jeff 
Young for setting up a plowing 
plan, Mr. Spencer for helping out 
with shoveling.

Natural History Mystery: 

What fern species' hearty frond 
can be seen peeking out of the 
snow at this time of year (in moist 
woodland and meadow habitats)?  
See the picture for an ID clue!



From The Woodland Class…
In Math Workshop, some students are engaged 
in  measurement  activities.   It  is  so  helpful  to 
work only in metric units, as a way to support 
the  important  work  that  we  are  also  doing  in 
place value concepts. 

The  students  have  tried  different  measuring 
techniques  to  see  which  results  give  accurate 
measurements.  We have used centimeter cubes, 
rulers,  meter  sticks,  and  benchmark  lengths 
(width of a finger being a cm).  Using these tools, 
we measured various objects in the classroom by moving a cube along the length, marking 
and moving, or using rulers and tapes.  After some practice with these units, we are now 
able to start estimating before measuring.  We find this helpful to then determine which 
strategy and tool would be appropriate to use when making certain measurements. 

After  measuring  objects,  we  apply  our  skills  to  the  abstract  work  of  solving  word 
problems. 

Throughout this work, the students are collaborating in partner work and have reported 
how "useful" it is to work with partners.  "It can be more efficient, helpful in learning, 
and can be a lot of fun." This is a great opportunity to hone our skills in what “works” in 
partnerships!

Happy measuring,
Miss Marie 
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Woodland Class testing the strength of the ice on Babson 
Creek with different weight natural objects

Recess ice harvesting & problem 
solving  

Measuring head circumference  
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Woodland Class exploring sea caves and sliding on the ice at Compass Harbor 



From  The  Intertidal 
Class…

Dear Families,

What  a  long  weekend of  snow 
and  ice!  Whew,  I  hope  you  all 
enjoyed  some  cozy  time  inside 
and adventures outside. 

The  Intertidals  have  embarked 
on  a  new  expedition  and  are 
studying  Wabanaki  stories.  As 
this  expedition  is  story  based, 
we will be focusing on a variety 
o f  ima g inat ive  ta l e s  and 
discussing  the  tradition  of  oral 
story  telling.  These  stories  are 
grounded  in  this  place,  and  by 
knowing  them  we  have  the 
opportunity to know this  place 
even  better.  So  far,  we  have 
heard  the  Wabanaki  creation 
story—how the  earth,  the  first 
people,  and  the  first  animals 
came to be. I encourage you to 
ask  for  a  retelling!  It  is  with 
immense  respect  and  care  that 
we  exp lore  these  s tor ie s 
together. 

Our  Intertidal  overnight  is  swiftly  approaching!  Please  be  on  the  look out  for  more 
details and a packing list, but as a reminder our overnight is scheduled for February 14 & 
15! We will have normal drop off on Thursday morning and a late pickup on Friday at 4:30. 

For outing this week, we are headed into the park for another winter walk. Our final 
destination is weather dependent, so please look for an update either Wednesday night or 
Thursday morning. 

With warmth, 
Bethany
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Intertidal expedition work 



From The Alpine Class…
We have reached an exciting moment in 
our Social Justice & Activism expedition- 
the  Alpine  s tudents  are  current l y 
immersed  in  their  final  projects!  After 
careful  research  and  consideration  of 
social  justice  and  human  rights,  each 
student  chose  an  organization  in  Maine 
that  is  doing  activist  work.  The  Alpine 
students are partnering with Open Table 
MDI,  ACLU-Maine,  Maine  Citizens  for 
Clean  Elections,  Maine  Immigrant  & 
Refugee  Services,  and  The  Bar  Harbor 
Food Pantry!  It  has been truly incredible 
to watch the Alpines recognize what makes for a socially just society and seek out activist 
work that aligns with their understanding of justice. As we progress through this final 
project,  students  will  be  doing  research,  conducting  interviews,  and  seeking  ways  to 
contribute to these organizations. We look forward to sharing all we have learned when 
we wrap our projects in the beginning of February!

I hope you are all staying safe & warm during this wintry week!

Warmly,
Amy
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Ice exploration on outing day!

We have beautiful Maker's Baskets Left for the giving!

Give a $100 gift to The Community School and receive a basket ($150 value) with handmade 
goods from our TCS family:

2 Kreg McCune Mugs

1 Anabel Fuzz Tea Towel

1 12oz bag of coffee from Acadia Coffee Roasters

2 handmade linen napkins

1 beeswax candle

Email Jasmine at info@thecommunityschool.me if you would like to purchase one of these one 
of a kind baskets.  A perfect winter gift for someone you love, or a lovely gift for yourself!  



News and Upcoming Events 

Winter Classroom 
Scheduled for Thursday, February 7, weather and ice dependent 
This annual all-day outing is dedicated to the joys and wonders of winter!  We will explore 
winter ecology through ichthyology, winter tree ID, tracking, ice formations and the art 
of building, maintaining, and cooking over a campfire fire.  Local community members 
will  join  us  as  guest  teachers  and  fellow  winter  explorers  on  Somes  Pond  for  this 
memorable winter day of learning.   Drop off is at school, and pick up is at the Somes 
Pond landing on Oak Hill Road.  Families are welcome to join us at 3pm for our campfire 
closing and reflection sharing.  We encourage all members of the community to bring 
winter words to share-- a poem, verse, memory, song or story-- at our campfire at the end 
of the day.  

Annual TCS Talent Show 
Friday, February 8, 2-3pm at school 
Calling  all  musical  acts,  skits,  dance,  song,  and 
performances  for  an  afternoon  showcasing  the 
talents of our community,  A sign up sheet for the 
talent show will be posted on the Community Board 
in the entryway. We ask that all talent show acts are 
practiced and in  a  polished form to share.  Family 
participation is encouraged!  

Admissions and Community Open House 
Saturday, February 9, 10am-12pm 
Mark your calendars and share with friends, families 
and community members who may be interested in 
the  school!   We encourage  interested  families  to 
stop by and meet teachers, current families and see 
student  work,  and  invite  community  members  to 
stop by for a visit.  Join us for a morning of sharing, 
gathering, and light refreshments.  Flyer attached.  
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me


