
A tribute to Mary Oliver
from Cold Poem

Cold now.
Close to the edge. Almost

unbearable. Clouds
bunch up and boil down

from the north of the white bear.
This tree-splitting morning

I dream of his fat tracks,
the lifesaving suet.

I think of summer with its luminous fruit,
blossoms rounding to berries, leaves,

hands full of grain.

Maybe what cold is, is the time
we measure the love we have always had, secretly

for our own bones, the hard knife-edged love
for the warm river of the I, beyond all else.
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From The Woodland Class…
Some of our work as we grow as readers and writers 
has  been  thinking  about  characters  in  stories.   We 
noticed  in  our  reading  that  one  way  authors  bring 
stories to life is by telling what their characters think 
and feel.  Writers do this by using bold letters, the size 
of  the  font,  the  ellipses,  the  speech  bubbles, 
repetition,  and  word  choice.   After  viewing  some 
mentor  texts,  we’ve  tried  these  moves  in  our  own 
writing.   We have learned to unfreeze people in our 
stories by making them move and talk.  We tell more 
about how people think and feel.  To find just the right 
descriptive  word  we  wanted  to  use,  we  also  learned 
how to use a simple “thesaurus” to make our writing 
more interesting.   Instead of  saying “guy”,  we found 
“fellow”.   Or  instead  of  “funny”,  we  found  “playful, 
silly, or jolly”. 

The Woodland Class will be journeying to the Whale's 
Back during outing this week.  Also a reminder it is 
library  week!   Please  be  prompt  in  your  pick-up, 
between 3:05-3:15.  Thank you!

Warmly,
Miss Marie
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Reminders:      

- Woodland Library pick-up this 
week, 1/30.
- R e - e n r o l l m e n t m o n t h i s 
February.  Submit re-enrollment 
forms by 2/28
-Admiss ions Open House : 
Saturday 2/9
- Enrollment for new families 
begins 2/15-- spread the word!

 Thank You To 

Donna and Jena for driving, 
Carrie Graham for hosting us at 
the museum, Jasper and Leah 
for hosting us at the taxidermy 
lab, COA Marine Bio. students 
in the Zoo lab for welcoming TCS 
students to partake in the seal 
necropsy, Mr. Eli for being a 
guest artist in the Woodland 
Class.

Natural History Mystery: 

What is the Passamaquoddy 
name for Mount Desert Island?

Alister comes to the Woodland class as guest ornithologist
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Woodland students at the Dorr Natural History Museum 
and in the COA taxidermy lab



From The Intertidal Class…

Dear Families,

What a long weekend of snow and ice! Whew, I hope 
you all enjoyed some cozy time inside and adventures 
outside. 

The Intertidals  have embarked on a  new expedition 
and are studying Wabanaki stories. As this expedition 
is  story  based,  we  will  be  focusing  on  a  variety  of 
imaginative tales and discussing the tradition of oral 
story telling. These stories are grounded in this place, 
and  by  knowing  them  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
know this place even better. So far, we have heard the 
Wabanaki  creation  story—how  the  earth,  the  first 
people, and the first animals came to be. I encourage 
you to ask for a retelling! It is with immense respect 
and care that we explore these stories together. 

Our  Intertidal  overnight  is  swiftly  approaching!  Please  be  on  the  look out  for  more 
details and a packing list, but as a reminder our overnight is scheduled for February 14 & 
15! We will have normal drop off on Thursday morning and a late pickup on Friday at 4:30. 

For outing this week, we are headed into the park for another winter walk. Our final 
destination is weather dependent, so please look for an update either Wednesday night or 
Thursday morning. 

With warmth, 
Bethany
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Cold Rain Explorations 

 Intertidal research resources 



From The Alpine Class…
The Alpine class was feeling especially grateful on last week’s Outing day to share this 
island with College of the Atlantic! Throughout the course of our afternoon, we had a 
variety  of  scientific  experiences  that  we  will  not  soon  forget.  Beginning  in  the 
greenhouse, we explored the many plants and completed sketches of different specimens 
in our nature journals. We were then invited to head into a nearby lab to watch a seal pup 
dissection!  After  polling  the  group,  we  decided  to  head  into  the  lab  to  learn  about 
research being done by Allied Whale on this seal, who had been found in Winter Harbor 
last fall. The Alpine students who chose to observe the dissection were amazed by the 
careful work of the scientists and complex nature of their study. We were glad to discover 
that these scientists were learning more about how to better protect ocean animals in the 
future, and felt very grateful to have been welcomed into their lab.

Warmly,
Amy

Music…
This winter, the Woodlands are focusing on playing in unison.  We began to explore this 
by pretending to be a type a cricket that is able to play a steady beat in unison with the 
rest  of  the  crickets.   The  children  started  by  playing  random  beats  on  the  Boom 
Whackers, but as they started to listen to each other a steady beat emerged from the 
cacophony without any one leading it.  This new focus on playing together is challenging 
the woodlands to listen to their peers in new ways.  We continue to weave the science of 

�5

Alpine outing day at COA 



sound into our lessons, and just last week experienced the magic of a singing crystal wine 
glass.  None of the children had seen it before and they were all amazed, there were so 
many fantastical hypothesis

We start each Intertidal music class listening to two pieces of music, one that a child 
chooses,  and one that I  choose.   The children take the work of  picking a  song very 
seriously and have selected some really unique pieces of music to share with the class.  It 
is in this age that music become a bigger part of one's identity, and to be able to share 
music in class has been really special for the children.  The main focus this winter will be 
to continue learning how to play the recorder and to read music.  I would ask you to 
encourage your child to practice their recorder a few times between music class, even five 
minutes a few times a week will help.  

Last week the Alpine class had a really engaging discussion about the ways music is used 
in movies.  We listened to a wide range of movie soundtracks and talked about how a 
music is used to create atmosphere and to amplify what ever is happening on-screen.  
Their analysis of different songs were thoughtful and creative.  This winter the alpines 
have begun learning some basic music theory.  This will serve as the foundation for a unit 
in music composition which will culminate learning how to record using Apple's Garage 
Band.  

All the best,
Nick
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Alpine classs performing a cover of “I Will Wait” by Mumford & Sons  at the TCS Solstice Concert in December  



News and Upcoming Events 

Winter Classroom 
Scheduled for Thursday, February 7, weather and ice dependent 
This annual all-day outing is dedicated to the joys and wonders of winter!  We will explore 
winter ecology through ichthyology, winter tree ID, tracking, ice formations and the art 
of building, maintaining, and cooking over a campfire fire.  Local community members 
will  join  us  as  guest  teachers  and  fellow  winter  explorers  on  Somes  Pond  for  this 
memorable winter day of learning.   Drop off is at school, and pick up is at the Somes 
Pond landing on Oak Hill Road.  Families are welcome to join us at 3pm for our campfire 
closing and reflection sharing.  We encourage all members of the community to bring 
winter words to share-- a poem, verse, memory, song or story-- at our campfire at the end 
of the day.  

Annual TCS Talent Show 
Friday, February 8, 2-3pm at school 
Calling  all  musical  acts,  skits,  dance,  song,  and 
performances  for  an  afternoon  showcasing  the 
talents of our community,  A sign up sheet for the 
talent show will be posted on the Community Board 
in the entryway. We ask that all talent show acts are 
practiced and in  a  polished form to share.  Family 
participation is encouraged!  

Admissions and Community Open House 
Saturday, February 9, 10am-12pm 
Mark your calendars and share with friends, families 
and community members who may be interested in 
the  school!   We encourage  interested  families  to 
stop by and meet teachers, current families and see 
student  work,  and  invite  community  members  to 
stop by for a visit.  Join us for a morning of sharing, 
gathering, and light refreshments.  Flyer attached.
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me


