
From the Youngers… 

It is hard to believe that snow is falling outside as 
I write, as last week I was sure Spring had come 
early;  the  balmy  temperatures,  the  mud,  the 
sounds  of  trickling  water  on  our  class  walks.  
During  our  stewardship  visit  to  Cooksey  Drive, 
the children wrote a field report to Maine Coast 
Heritage  Trust.   Each  child  contributed  a 
sentence,  and scribed it  on the white  board we 
had brought,  with help from the class  sounding 
out each word.  It was a glorious moment in how 
to  bring  Language  Arts  into  the  field!   The 
children reported on areas of the trail that needed 
work due  to  water  build-up,  they  reported  that 
insects were hatching, and that many trees were 
starting to leak sap—  “They think it  is  Spring!” 
one child noted.  

This  week  i s  ver y  d i f ferent ,  and 
illustrates what I believe to be a real joy 
of living in New England.  The landscape 
is blanketed in snow.  We have spent our 
recesses  gleefully  sledding  down  “the 
apple  tree  hill,”  children  and  teachers 
alike.   Caves  and  tunnels  are  being 
carefully  constructed.   Forts  have  been 
built  to  shelter  from the gusts  of  wind 
and  snow,  and  the  children  look  like  a 
family of hares in a burrow when they are 
all  cozied  into  their  finely  constructed 
debris hut.  The snow inspires a different 
kind of play in the children; a kind that 
seems  to  bring  a  certain  presence,  a 
focused attention to their surroundings, 
leaving rosy cheeks and freshened minds, 
ready to learn.   
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Jasmine conducts a Language Arts lesson in the field!

The Youngers break for a picture at Cooksey Drive Overlook.



The  Youngers  will  be  completing  their  final  projects  for  their 
Geography  expedition  this  week.   We have  been looking  closely  at 
what home means on various levels and scales; our home town, island, 
state,  country,  continent  and  planet.   They  are  becoming  quite 
proficient  in  navigating  a  globe,  and  using  cardinal  directions  to 
prompt one anther to find places around the world.  It has been a joy 
to experience their growth in confidence and knowledge in how they 
are able to articulate, illustrate and relate to the greater world we live 
in.  

We are going to try and coordinate a snowshoe outing this week.  If 
your child has a pair of snowshoes, or can borrow a pair for Thursday, 
please let me know.  We have 3 pairs at school, and we can rent some if 
needed.  

Let it snow!
Miss Jasmine
 

From the Olders… 

Dear Families,
 
A hearty welcome to all this snow! We made our way to the apple hill yesterday to use our sleds for the 
first time. With the sleds in use, it feels like it is truly Winter at last. There was so much laughter as we 
made our paths through the snow.
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Thank you to: 

To Anna Farell of Mount 
Desert Island Biological 
Laboratory Community Lab 
for again welcoming the 
Olders and further exploring 
the science of healthy 
watersheds with them.

Reminders: 

- Open House for 
perspective families: 
Thursday, February 11

- Snowshoes for Younger’s 
Thursday Outing!

- Community Talent 
School: Friday, February 
12, 1:30-3:00 at the 
schoolhouse.  All are 
welcome!

- Mid-Winter Break: 
February 15-19.  School 
resumes February 22.

? Natural History Mystery ? 

What was the annual snow 
fall (in feet and inches) for 
the state of Maine in 2015, 
and what has been the 
snowfall so far this year?  

Penelope and Kimberley on the rocks of Cooksey Drive Overlook.



The Olders are working to finish their final projects this week and have really embraced this independent 
work. Each project will be presented to the community on Friday just before feast. Families are welcome 
to come be our audience and stay right through into the Talent Show at 1. It will be a busy day, but a 
fitting send off to the February vacation. Each child is working away at the visual and written components 
to their projects and helping each other prepare for their oral presentations at the end of the week.
 
This week for our outing we will be staying close to the schoolhouse, spending some time outside while 
also wrapping up the last pieces of our projects.
 
I look forward to our open house on Thursday and hope to see some of you there.
 
With warmth,
Bethany

Specialty Classes 

Language Workshop 

It has been a pleasure to observe the children as 
they delight in the progress they are making as 
readers  and  writers.    The  Youngers  have 
beautifully  illustrated three poems the class  has 
been reading during lesson time.  Reading poetry 
together has been a rich activity that allows each 
child  an  opportunity  to  participate  at  an 
individual  level  in  learning  new  vocabulary, 
reading  skills,  word  and  spelling  skills,  rhymes, 
memorization,  comprehension,  imagery,  and  so 
much more.  It has been so much fun!  Ask your 
child to recite his favorite poem to you.

In writing we have been playing with some made-
up words to really s-t-r-e-t-ch them out to hear 
each sound.  Then we spell  and write the word 
indicating each sound.  The children have learned 
how helpful this can be when writing challenging, 
longer words.  When writing these words we have 
been working to form letters carefully and legibly 
so that we can reread our writing.  

We end our  time together  by gathering up our 
lunches  to  sit  and  have  a  quiet  time  for  read 
aloud.   We  have  been  enjoying  some  classic 
picture  books,  some  new  to  the  children,  and 
some old favorites.  We have practiced retelling 
the stories and have had lively discussions about 
characters,  settings,  vocabulary,  and  important 
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Children of our school spend lots of time outside to 
stay connected to the rhythms of nature.



parts of the stories.  The Three Billy Goats Gruff  has been a favorite that we have acted out in a mini 
classroom production.    

The Olders have their new desks to sit at to practice their cursive writing.  We have reviewed the letter 
formations and are now starting to use more cursive in daily work.  A new poem has been introduced to 

keep  us  in  season,  “Stopping  by  Woods  on  a  Snowy 
Evening” by Robert Frost, which will soon be used to 
copy in cursive. 

Along  with  time  for  independent  reading,  the  class 
continues  Literature  Circle  work  with  the  book  The 
Wish Giver.  The children are writing log entries about 
their  responses to the book and are learning how to 
share and discuss these responses with each other.  

In Writing, the focus has been on revising, editing, and 
making a final copy of pieces that become part of the 
Main Lesson books.   The children have learned that 
there are many steps to creating an effective final copy.  
They are asked to do “best and careful” work, which 
can take a lot of time now that they are writing longer 
pieces.  

On Fridays, the Youngers and Olders join together to 
make a weekly trip to the Seal Harbor Library.  While 
there, the children have been choosing books to share 
for partner reading, which includes a book discussion 
of  their  favorite  characters,  part  of  the  story,  or 
something interesting noticed during the reading.  This 
has become a favorite language arts activity!

Miss Marie

News and Upcoming Events 

Re-enrollment, Financial Aid and Supplies Fee 
It is hard to believe that it is this time of year…February is re-enrollment month!  Please note that there 
are some changes in the timeline from last year, regarding when items are due:
• Friday, February 26 (or before): Return signed enrollment contract and $500 deposit if you plan for your 

child to attend The Community School next year.  
• March 15: Financial Aid information due to TADS.
• March 15: If re-enrolling, Supplies Fee due for school year 16/17.
• April 1: Families will be notified with their financial aid package by The Community School.
Timeliness  with  these  due  dates  is  important,  in  an  effort  to  have  an  informed  sense  of 
enrollment and aid amounts, so we can best plan and budget for the upcoming year.  
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Kiera and Mel make gnome crowns during 
"explore time" at Cooksey Drive.



Second Annual Community Talent Show 
Friday, February 12 1:30-3:00 at the schoolhouse 

All members of your family are encouraged to participate!  Solo, duets, family and multi-family acts are 
encouraged.  Musical instruments, magic tricks, songs, dance, skits, and all other performance acts are 
welcomed… the sky is the limit!  Children can sign up with the title of the act and who is  in the act with 
their class teachers.

We have introduced the idea of the talent show during town meeting.  The children often offer songs and 
performances during the “share” session at our Wednesday town meeting and we pointed out that this was 
a different venue.  We would like to emphasize that the talent show is a time to share something polished 
and that you have been practicing.  Some children have signed up together, which will require some after-
school practicing. Have fun!
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me

The Youngers 
practice land 

stewardship on 
their outing to 
Cooksey Drive 
Overlook this 

past week. 
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