
D i r e c t o r ’ s 
Note…

At  the  start  of 
each school year, 
ch i ldren  and 
teachers  gather 
a round  a  l i t 
candle in the old 
pasture  at  the 
back of the field. 
As  each  person 
takes  their  turn 
a round  the i r 
circle, they rest a 
nature  offering 
they  ha ve 
collected along the way on the silk surrounding the candle, and they speak a wish they 
have for the school year, and a promise they make to the school community. This year, 
our eldest children led the ceremony, which made it even more beautiful. Our promises to 
one another:

to welcome new people ~ to be respectful of nature ~ to be my best self ~ to always be kind  
~ to climb and play ~ to spend more time with new people ~ to read every book in the 
Northeast Harbor Library Young Adult section ~ to take care of the environment ~ to 

always bring a smile to all that I do ~  to take time and peace throughout the day ~ to be 
shareful ~ to always be kind ~ to always stand up for others and myself ~ to get to know 
each person ~ to bring my best self to the school year ~ to not get hurt ~ to lead with my 

best and truest self ~ to be kind and caring to everyone ~ to do good stuff to the 
environment ~ to look for beauty and joy in every moment ~ to do everything I can to 

make things better ~ to be kind to every single person ~ to be nice ~  to always be there for 
anyone who needs me ~ to share a sense of wonder and curiosity

�1

The Weekly Newsletter of The Community School of Mount Desert Island 
Tuesday, September 11, 2018  - Volume #1 

NotesField

The school after their wishes and promises ceremony



From The Woodland Class… 
  
It seems just as the air turns cool and autumnal, we begin to 
settle  into  our  cozy  schoolhouse,  and  begin  setting  the 
rhythms of a new year together.  As we reflect on our Island 
Immersion  week,  the  children  have  shared  the  places, 
moments and people that have made an impression on them.  

Though  we  all  shared  the  same  schedule  during  field 
immersion  week,  it  has  been  special  to  hear  each  child 
reflect on their own unique experience. Many of the children 
are already connecting their first week experiences with our 
pillars; Self, Place and Community.  One of the children said 
yesterday about Robert Haskell,  a local artist that we met 
with who is  building a Earthen Bag home, Gnome Home 
(human sized), "Robert is an artist and a builder.  He is very 
kind and welcomed us inside Gnome Home. He cares a lot 
about  the  plants  and  animals--  they  are  a  part  of  our 
community, too.  I think i might want to build a house like 
that someday. " 

With a full week in the field, the Woodland class is also 
hungry to get to work, delve into projects, engage in all 
the subject areas, and get to know the classroom as our 
home base.  We are working to complete our MDI map 
with  "portraits  of  our  community"--  illustrated  and 
written and will begin in our Expedition Logs next week.

**A note about  outings:**  The Woodland class  will  be 
needing help with driving to and from outing locations 
this year, as we have too many booster seats to fit in Miss 
Mel and my car!  Please look for a follow-up email with 
more information about how you can support our class 
outings.   We will  be  going  to  the  Naturalists  Notebook  this 
week to  interview Craig Neff  about himself  as  a  community 
member, the notebook as a community resource, and why he feels 
inspired to contribute to the community in this way.  

With gratitude, 
Jasmine
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Reminders:      

- C lass meet ings are 
coming up! Woodland: 
Monday, 9/24, 3:30-5 
Intertidal: Tuesday, 9/25, 
3 : 3 0 - 5 . A l p i n e : 
Wednesday, 9/26, 3:30-5

- Common Ground Fair 
O u t i n g : F r i d a y , 
September 21, meeting 
at school at 7:45am, 
returning at 6pm.                     

  Natural History 
Mystery: 

W h a t fl o w e r d i d t h e 
seedpods resting on the 
Woodland Nature table 
come from?

Nature journaling along Northeast 
Creek



From The Intertidal 
Class…

Dear Dear families, 

Here  we  are,  at  the 
s ta r t  o f  week  two 
already!  It  has been so 
lo ve l y  to  see  the 
children  again  and  to 
begin to find our school 
rhythms. 

Island Immersion took us around the island, meeting new people and exploring place. 
Today  we  spent  time  finding  each  location  on  our  island  map,  continuing  to  orient 
ourselves to the different towns and villages. Throughout the week I saw the children 
strengthened existing friendships and build new ones! That is one of the beauties of this 
time together, being in the field draws us closer and builds trust and a shared foundation 
for the year ahead. 

On  Thursday  we 
revisited  the  roots  of 
The  Community 
School,  spending  the 
day  in  Seal  Harbor. 
We  spent  t ime 
combing  the  beach, 
examin ing  the 
resilient  and  hardy 
organ i sms  in  the 
intertidal  zone.  This 
group  is  made  up  of 
keen  observers,  they 
spotted  such  l i f e 

within the rocks and sand (we found a large crab, many hermit crabs, as well as some 
small baby crabs, and many macroinvertebrates). I like to think of these kiddos as kin to 
these intertidal organisms. As they grow over the course of this year and the years ahead, 
they will  encounter different extremes and they will  develop their own resiliency and 
strategies to care for themselves and each other.  
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Aliyah and Luca cinching up seaweed presses!

History of Seal Harbor investigation



If your child is missing any gear from the packing list, I sent home lists with any missing 
items circled on Monday. We ask that you bring in missing items by the end of the week, 
so that all of the children are outfitted for the adventures ahead. Please be in touch if you 
have any questions! 

For outing this week, we will stay here on campus exploring Babson Creek! 

With warmth, 
Bethany

From The Alpine Class…

Island Immersion Week found us exploring, questioning, singing, and befriending new 
community members here on MDI. I enjoyed watching returning students reunite and 
share moments from their summers while also welcoming new friends to our community. 
We shared beautiful moments in the field- learning about salt marshes and watersheds, 
sampling  seaweed,  and  discovering  native  plants  at  COA.  We  visited  numerous 
community members both new and familiar, and gained new knowledge about this place. 
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Mr. Ian sets the context for TCS Salt Marsh Conference 2018



After  a  week  of 
adventure, it was 
e s p e c i a l l y 
g rounding  to 
settle  back  into 
our  classroom 
(and  ne w 
c l a s s r o o m , 
across  the  hall!). 
We  are  settling 
into  our 
r o u t i n e s , 
en joy ing  ne w 
books ,  and 
creating the very 
first pages of our 
expedition  logs! 
I  am so  looking 
for ward  to 
another  year  of 
joyful  moments 
together.

This week, we will be journeying to Seal Cove to visit Kreg McCune at his pottery studio 
as we begin interviewing artists living and working on MDI.

Warmly,
Amy
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me

Lunch at the COA beach 


