
Director’s 
Note…
We had a  lively 
re-entr y  from 
February  break 
th i s  week ,  a s 
the  Intertidal 
and  Alp ine 
c la sses  began 
work ing  on 
the i r  theater 
production with 
guest  director, 
Blake  Whyte, 
the Apline class 
welcomed  guest 
a r t i s t ,  p r int 
maker,  Cla ire 
Malina,  and  the 
Woodland  Class  hosted  admissions  visitors  for  the  upcoming  year.   We  will 
welcome a new student to the school this week as well!  Olive Fee will be joining 
the Woodland Class and we are so excited that she and her family are joining our 
community.  The winds are gusting along Babson Creek, but despite the bitter cold 
and ice, we are noticing the sun shine warmer on the roof, melting icicles, warming 
our backs as we walk out to the field for our meals and play.  It is hard to believe 
the Spring equinox will be upon us in a few short weeks.  Each day, the sun shines a 
bit longer.

Wishing you a week full of warmth and light, 
Jasmine
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NotesField

Woodlands kick off their land forms and mapping expedition at Sand Beach



From The Woodland Class… 

The  Woodlands  began  their  outing,  Landforms, 
Mapping,  and  Geography  just  before  break  at  Sand 
Beach, where we modeled glaciers shaping the Beehive 
and the sandy beach where we sat.  The gnomes came 
along and helped tell the story of our island forming 
long ago from volcanoes, and we have revisited a book 
gifted to us by the Naturalist's Notebook, An Island 
Forms.  It was a pristine day at the beach, and we even 
saw  some  evidence  of  the  glaciers  polishing  and 
scraping some of the rock faces.   I  learned we have 
some very curious geologists in our class!  
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Reminders:      

- Re-enrollment deadline is this 
Thursday, 2/28.  Please deliver 
your forms and deposit or share 
your intentions for next year with 
Jasmine by the end of the week.  
- Woodland class pick-up at the 
S o m e s v i l l e L i b r a r y t h i s 
Wednesday at 3:15.  
- Student led conferences: 
Thursday, 3/14- please sign up in 
the entryway.
- No schoo l F r iday, 3 /15 : 
Professional Day

 Thank You To 

Alexandra Bennett-Conover,  
Garrett Conover and Kermit 
Bennett for hosting the Intertidal 
class at North Woods Ways and 
Little Greenwood Pond, Mr. Nick 
for leading the Intertidal night sky 
lesson,  and spelling correction 
from last week, Josh Radford, for 
his ice fishing expertise!  

Natural History Mystery: 

What is the early spring species 
on the Woodland Class mantle?

Beautiful day at Sand Beach 



We will be focusing on the foundations of map reading and map making, in each chid's 
developmental stage in the is expedition, as well as learning to name and identify land 
forms, what shapes the land, and some basic geography and sense of place on a grand 
scale-- our home island, state, country, continent, planet.  

We  will  be  going  to  the  tarn  to  explore  the  valley  between  Dorr  and  Champlain 
Mountains  this  week during outing.  A reminder  that  it  is  the last  Wednesday of  the 
month, when we go to the Somesville Library, and pick -up is there at 3:00-3:15.   Please 
be prompt. 

All best, 
Miss Jasmine, Miss Marie & Miss Mel

From The Intertidal Class…

Dear families, 

Welcome  back!  The  Intertidal  classroom is  a  buzz  this  week  as  we  begin  our  play 
production expedition. Our director Blake brings an energy and enthusiasm to the work 
that has really connected with the children. We are excited to create together. 
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A few images from the Intertidal Overnight Class Trip to North Woods Ways



Families are welcome to join us for an informal gathering on Friday at 10:30 here at the 
schoolhouse. We will be sharing our family stories from our last expediiton! 

Outing this week will  take us to the Abbe Museum. Apart from this week, all  outing 
times during our play production expedition will be play related and will often keep us 
here at school to rehearse together. Mark your calendars for March 22nd, which is our 
show day! 

With warmth,  
Bethany and Aura

From The Alpine Class…

Dear Families, 

A few announcements from the Alpine Class...

Amaya is holding a Food Drive for the Bar Harbor Food Pantry as part of her Social 
Justice & Activism final project. She will be collecting non-perishable food in the front 
entryway of TCS until Friday 3/1!

We will be spending outing time this week with director Blake Whyte as we kick off our 
play expedition. 

Have a great week!

With gratitude, 
Amy

Handwork…
It is an exciting time in the Woodlands classroom!  
Several knitters put the finishing touches on their 
projects-  an ear warmer,  a  bunny and a bean bag.  
We are learning the value of taking our time when 
doing our finish work.  It can be tempting to rush to 
complete  a  project,  but  patience  and  careful 
finishing  techniques  result  in  an  attractive  and 
sturdy item that will hold up over time.

�4
Nayeli models her newly finished ear warmer



Several Woodlands have moved on to simple embroidery projects using wooden hoops 
stretched with burlap, needles and yarn.  Students are creating designs of their choice, all 
the while  improving hand eye coordination.   We hope you have a  chance to see the 
display of our mittens and animals hanging in the front window in the kitchen.  This has 
been a fun project involving design, color, sewing and stuffing. 

The  Intertidals  are  finishing  up  their  stitch 
samplers.  With a variety of embroidery stitches 
under their belts, the students are beginning their 
final projects-felt needle cases.  Our first step is to 
experiment with designs on paper which will then 
be stitched on felt  using a  variety  of  previously 
learned stitches. Stay tuned...

Warmly,
Miss Karen
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Kaleb proudly shows his knitted bean bag                                                                              Finn embroidering 

Intertidal stitch samplers



News and Upcoming Events 

Student-Led Conferences 
Thursday, March 14, 9am-5pm (1/2 hr. each) 
The children will be actively reflecting on their work and preparing for conferences in the 
weeks ahead. Conferences are a time for the children to share their growth and progress 
with you, and reflect on themselves as a a member of our community. Each conference 
will be a 1/2 hour and the sign up sheet is posted in the entry way. If you come into the 
school to sign up in the morning at drop-off time, please park your car in the parking lot, 
to  maintain  our  drop-off  traffic  flow.  We  encourage  both  parents  to  attend  the 
conference, if possible, as your child(ren) are proud to share their work with you!

Curious about The Community School?  TCS Info, Session in Ellsworth! 
Tuesday, March 19, 4-7pm at J&B Atlantic Co,, Main St. Ellsworth 
Help us spread the word and invite folks to drop in at our Ellsworth info session to learn 
about our Place-based model and 2019 Admissions. Flyer attached.  

Spring Mindfulness Workshop: Are You Busy? With Josh Ehrlich 
Saturday, March 30, 3-5pm at The Community School 
In this workshop you will:
- Reflect and re-set priorities   - Make time and space to live  - Find room for fun and 

creativity  -  Dig out from endless errands   - Give and get support
Come discuss new skills, share ideas and have fun.Take away a pragmatic action plan to 
be more effective. Josh Ehrlich is a senior advisor and coach who inspires innovation and 
change.  He  has  worked  with  hundreds  of  professionals  and  leaders  in  multinational 
companies. He is a leading authority on succeeding in demanding environments and an 
expert in mindful leadership. Mindfulness is the discipline of being focused, present and 
inspiring in an era of rapid change and information overload. Josh received a BA with 
distinction from Yale and a PhD from NYU in Clinical Psychology. He is the author of 
MindShifting:  Focus  for  Performance.  $20  suggested  donation  to  the  TCS 
mindfulness program fund. Space is limited! Pre- register with Jasmine Smith 
at  info@thecommunityschool.me  or  send  check  with  "3/30  Mindfulness 
Workshop" in the memo to The Community School, PO Box 825, Bar Harbor, 
Maine 04609.
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me


