
Director’s Note…
Last Thursday, we took a snowshoe on COA's Cox property, honoring friend of the 
college,  and  friend  of  TCS,  Tom  Cox.  Tom  was  one  of  the  donors  to  our 
schoolhouse, and was a steward of the land. He passed away last week at the age of 
90.  As we walked beneath a perfect clear winter sky, air crisp, snow perfect powder 
from the  last  storm,  we  appreciated  the  land  that  Tom sought  to  keep  wild. 
Nothing human-made was in sight for much of the walk, except for a few bird 
house  tucked  into  beautiful 
hardwood stands.  As we reached 
the ridge,  we admired the view 
of the Mill Brook valley, one that 
you don't see from many places 
on  the  island,  and  the  children 
broke  triumphantly  broke  trail 
to  the  summit,  where  a  sign 
reads ,  "COX  SUMMIT, 
FOREVER PROTECTED  BY 
THE  FORETHOUGHT OF 
THOMAS  A.  COX."  Looking 
across  to  Blue  Hill,  I  had  a 
spirited  conversation  with  a 
child about the meaning of  the 
words  forethought.   We shared 
our  appreciations  for  Tom,  our 
observations of the land around 
us,  and  joyously  galloped  down 
the mountain.

Warmly, 
Jasmine
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Snowshoeing at COA's Cox property, 
in remembrance of Tom Cox



From The Woodland Class… 

We have been engulfed in our expedition, Mapping, Landforms and Geography these last 
couple  weeks,  developing  our  skills  as  cartographers,  geologists,  glaciologists,  and 
geographers. We have learned about the compass rose, and have been orienting ourselves 
wherever we go!  As the front porch of he schoolhouse is South facing, it has become 
second nature to tell which direction we are facing when in sight of the school, but we 
have  learned to  use  the  sun,  along with other  landmarks  we know to  determine the 
directions in the field.  We have mapped our homes and our neighborhoods, and we are 
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Reminders:      

- Student led conferences: 
Thursday, 3/14. 
- No schoo l F r iday, 3 /15 : 
Professional Day
- Ellsworth TCS info. session at 
J&B Atlantic, Tuesday, 3/19
- Intertidal/Alpine Play is coming 
up!  Open dress rehearsal 
T h u r s d a y, 3 / 2 1 a n d fi n a l 
production on Friday, 3/22, 4pm

 Thank You To 

Donna, Chris and Kreg for 
driving on recent Woodland 
Outings, Chef Jacob Cuff of 
Sweet Pea's Cafe for being our 
guest chef last Friday.

Natural History Mystery: 

What is the term for sharp, 
irregular grooves or ridges formed 
on snow by wind eros ion, 
particularly in the polar regions, 
and on frozen lakes around here? 
Hint: It is a Russian word.

Reaching the Summit at COA’s Cox Property 



navigating with our MDI maps when we drive to our outing locations. We are beginning 
to mark our outing locations on our maps, and notice many clues and features that maps 
give us to help us best interpret them--  the key/legend, scale,  compass rose,  different 
colors, contour lines, symbols and more.  As we explore our new expedition library, lots of 
inquires and wonderings have some up about  how our planet's surface has been shaped.  
While we have explored some of these processes, each child has crafted an "I Wonder" 
page in their  expedition log,  which they will  have the chance to investigate over the 
course of the expedition.  We recently read, An Island Grows, by Lola M. Schaefer, a 
beautiful picture book telling the science of an island forming in story and poem.  We 
have been observing and identifying different landforms on our journeys, some of our 
favorites  in  recent  day  being  the  U-shaped  valley  between  Dorr  and  Champlain 
Mountains and the western ridge along Mill Brook.  

We have also been doing a lot of reflecting on our work, and our ever-developing sense of 
Self, Place and Community, which we look forward to sharing with you at student-led 
conferences this week!  

With light, 
Jasmine
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Studying the Mill Brook Valley



From The Intertidal Class…

Dear families, 

The children have been working diligently 
on  this  year's  play!  They  are  not  only 
growing  as  performers,  but  are  learning 
about the process of creating a show from 
the  ground  up  and  are  gaining  tools  to 
bring  their  own  artistic  visions  to  life. 
What a  new and amazing experience to 
have together! A reminder that consistent 
attendance  in  the  next  two  weeks  is 
especially important as so much is being 
created and rehearsed each day. 

In reading workshop, the children tackled 
a second research project on another type 
of extreme weather. Using all that they had learned from their first projects, the children 
dug  deeply  into  their  research  and  collaborated  on  team  projects  to  showcase  and 
communicate their  new understandings!   One research team wrote a  news broadcast, 
reporting "on location" in Nepal during the aftermath of the 2015 earthquake. The other 
team built a hurricane diorama and used this visual to support their presentation to the 
class. 

In writing, we have started writing essays!! This is big work, but the writers in our class 
are well prepared. We are enjoying learning the recipe for essay writing and have found 
that we are using many familiar strategies, yet plugging them into a new structure. 

No  outing  this  week  as  we  will  be  hosting  child-led  conferences  on  Thursday!  The 
children are busy rehearsing and have enjoyed looking over their work from the year to 
identify the many ways they are growing. 

With warmth, 
Bethany and Aura

From The Alpine Class…
Dear Families,

Our recent expedition work in the Alpine class has been focused around creating our 
spring play! I love our tradition of putting on a play each year here at TCS for a variety of 
reasons. This expedition gives each student the chance to use talents and skills that they 
don’t always get to demonstrate on a daily basis at school. I am reminded each day as the 
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Intertidals & Alpines playing improv games with Blake 



students  rehearse  that  we  have  incredible  singers,  dancers,  comedians,  and  actors/
actresses in our school community. I also appreciate the opportunity for the Alpine class 
to combine with the Intertidals for this expedition, as we get to learn and support one 
another in a larger group of friends. 

The Alpines are extremely grateful for the opportunity to work with our play director, 
Blake Whyte. Blake has allowed the students the opportunity to craft a truly student-
made production. The students can’t wait to share what they have created!

We will not have outing this week, as our student-led conferences are on Thursday! I look 
forward to seeing you all then.

Warmly,
Amy
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Chef Jake joins for Friday Feast! 

Spätzle for 2!   

Chef Jake from Sweet Pea's Cafe joined us for 
Friday Feast and taught the Cooking Crew how 
to make Käsespätzle! Käsespätzle is a 
traditional German dish that closely resembles 
what we know as macaroni and cheese. 
Students learned the entire process, from 
making a roux and cheese sauce, to mixing the 
spätzle batter and pressing it through a 
colander and into a pot of boiling water. Chef 
Jake has given us his spätzle recipe in case 
you would like to try it at home: 

Spätzle for 2:
1/2 cup flour
1 egg
3 T milk
1T yogurt or sour cream
Heavy pinch of salt

Whisk together! Batter should be thick enough 
to plop off the whisk, not drizzle. Just thick 
enough not to run out of the holes of whatever 
you're using to form them. A flat cheese grater 
works cheese great!

Once batter has been mixed, press through the 
holes of a flat cheese grater or metal colander 
into a pot of boiling water. Spätzle is done when 
it floats to the top. Allow to drain and enjoy with 
your favorite cheese sauce for Käsespätzle!



News and Upcoming Events 

Student-Led Conferences 
Thursday, March 14, 9am-5pm (1/2 
hr. each) 
The  children  have  been  actively 
re flec t ing  on  the i r  work  and 
preparing  for  conferences  in  these 
recent weeks. Conferences are a time 
for the children to share their growth 
and progress with you, and reflect on 
themselves  as  a  member  of  our 
community. Each conference will be a 
1/2  hour  and  the  sign  up  sheet  is 
pos ted  in  the  ent r y  way.  We 
encourage both parents to attend the 
conference,  if  possible,  as  your 
child(ren)  are  proud  to  share  their 
work with you!

TCS Info, Session in Ellsworth! 
Curious  about  The  Community 
School?   
Tuesday, March 19, 4-7pm at J&B 
Atlantic Co,, Main St. Ellsworth 
Help us  spread the  word and invite 
folks to drop in at our Ellsworth info 
session  to  learn  about  our  Place-
based  model  and  2019  Admissions. 
Flyer attached.  

Intertidal/Alpine Theater Performance 
Thursday, March 21, 2pm (open dress rehearsal) & Friday, March 22, 4pm 
at  The  Union  Church  Parish  Hall  (upstairs),  21  Summit  Road,  Northeast 
Harbor 
The Intertidal and Alpine classes have been working each day with guest artist, Blake 
Whyte, putting together a one-of-a-kind production, complete with original songs, dance 
and story!  We hope you can join us for one of the performances.  
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Spring Mindfulness Workshop:  Are You Busy?  With Josh Ehrlich 
Saturday, March 30, 3-5pm at The Community School 
In this workshop you will:
- Reflect and re-set priorities   - Make time and space to live  - Find room for fun and 

creativity  -  Dig out from endless errands   - Give and get support
Come discuss new skills, share ideas and have fun.Take away a pragmatic action plan to 
be more effective. Josh Ehrlich is a senior advisor and coach who inspires innovation and 
change.  He  has  worked  with  hundreds  of  professionals  and  leaders  in  multinational 
companies. He is a leading authority on succeeding in demanding environments and an 
expert in mindful leadership. Mindfulness is the discipline of being focused, present and 
inspiring in an era of rapid change and information overload. Josh received a BA with 
distinction from Yale and a PhD from NYU in Clinical Psychology. He is the author of 
MindShifting: Focus for Performance. $20 suggested donation to the TCS mindfulness 
program  fund.  Space  is  l imited!  Pre-register  with  Jasmine  Smith  at 
info@thecommunityschool.me  or  send  check  with  "3/30  Mindfulness 
Workshop" in the memo to The Community School, PO Box 825, Bar Harbor, 
Maine 04609.
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me

Lunch after a fresh snowfall last week


