
From the youngers… 

Last week, on a quintessential fall day, sunny and cool and crisp, our class made a visit to the Somes 
Meynell Wildlife Sancutaury.  Their tiered 
deck  crescendos  down  to  the  edge  of 
Somes  Pond,  which  was  sparkling  in  the 
afternoon  light.   The  breeze  rattled  a 
nearby  aspen  stand,  and  the  long,  wispy 
needles of the white pine above us brushed 
against one another.   The pond lapped the 
shore,  and  an  osprey  soared  above.  
Together, we took a moment of silence and 
took  in  the  sounds,  sights,  smells  and 
feelings of the afternoon.  When the formal 
moment of  silence was over,  the children 
remained  quiet  and  calm,  and  one  child 
sighed,  looking  out  over  the  shimmering 
water and said, “It is just so beautiful.”

After leaving Billy that day, we went for a beautiful hike along Somes Pond, and found a beautiful ledge to 
perch on for our first nature journal entry of the year.  

As I was reflecting on this moment, and on our time later in the week, at the Common Ground Fair, I was 
th ink ing  about  the  power  o f 
observation and simply  noticing  the 
little  things.   At  The  Community 
School,  we  provide  the  time,  space 
and opportunity for this.  As our class 
was  reflecting  on  Common Ground 
Fair  trip,  we  asked  them  how  they 
noticed community  at  the fair.   “All 
the  volunteers  helped  the  fair  run,” 
“It created a place for people to come 
and  sell  what  they  make,”   “People 
were  shar ing  food  and  mea l s 
together,”  “People  were  playing, 
dancing,  and  creating  art  together,” 
“Farmers  from  all  over  had  come 
together and shared their vegetable.” 
were  among  the  any  keen 
observations that the children made.  
They each chose one of these  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Youngers at Somes Meynell Wildlife Sanctuary

Youngers in the Kid Zone at MOFGA Common Ground Fair.



observations  to  illustrate  and  write  about  in  their  Morning  Lesson 
Book.  

As we move into the first week of October, we will be wrapping up Our 
Place,  Our  Home,  Our  Community  expedition.   The  children  are 

deeply engaged in their morning lesson work at this point, and the new 
members of our class are learning the techniques of our materials.  The 
block crayons can be tricky at first!.   We are moving right along in 
Math Workshop and English/Language Arts (ELA) Workshop, as well, 
continuing our work with fractions, and collaborative work in our ELA 
groups.  
We  are  enjoying  these  bountiful  days  of  fall  and  look  forward  to 
celebrating at our apple festival this weekend!

Autumn wishes, 
Miss Jasmine

From the olders… 

Dear Families,

There has been a 
crispness  in  the 

air  these  past  mornings  as  the  Autumn light  has 
made it’s way to Seal Harbor. The dew covers the 
grass  in  the  mornings  and  the  children  have 
enjoyed playing in the first fallen leaves.  

We continue to immerse ourselves in map-making, 
while  sprinkling  desk  work  throughout  our  days. 
The children have been working hard, sanding and 
smoothing out the pieces to their desks, preparing 
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Thank you to: 

Kelly, Jena, Mary and Emily 
for driving and chaperoning 
at The Common Ground Fair, 
Billy Halprin for hosting the 
youngers at Somes Meynell 
Wildlife Sanctuary for their 
outing, Zach Kendall for 
cutting wood for the older’s 
desk project, Heather Jones 
for helping with the older’s 
desk building. 

• Please send your child with 
a package of butter by this 
Friday, for our apple-baking 
ventures 

• Heirloom Apple Festival, 
Saturday, 11am-2pm at 
Beech Hill Farm 

• Please bring a potluck dish 
to share at Apple Fest, 
along with a personal plate/
bowl and utensil to eat with, 
in an effort to minimize 
paper/plastic products. 

• Monday, October 12: No 
School, Columbus Day 

Natural History Mystery 

Several birds are beginning 
to fly south.  Which Maine 
summer resident bird makes 
the longest migration? 

Alister loving the pumpkins at MOFGA Common Ground Fair

Mary Musson, Eliza, and Meredith at MOFGA Fair



the edges for the necessary glue and screws. Showing such attention to detail as they sand and measure 
with accuracy is important work for this group. The care and attention the children have shown during 
each step of the process will be reflected in the finished desks.

Our outing to the Northeast Harbor Library archives this week inspired us with the beauty of historic 
maps, showing us that maps come in many different shapes and sizes. Hannah showed us historic hiking 
maps  of  the  island,  as  well  as  property  maps, 
family trees and architectural drawings. With our 
visit to the library as a backdrop, we’ve started to 
explore the stories of the first cartographers and 
explorers  while  also  exploring  map  making 
ourselves by creating our first free hand drawings 
of the island (fully experiencing the challenge of 
creating accurate maps!).

We've  started  to  explore  poetry  in  Language 
Workshop, focusing on descriptive language and 
selecting  words  with  power.  To  celebrate  the 
Autumn season, we brainstormed lists of sensory 
details  to  include  in  our  poetry.  The  children 
enjoyed reflecting on the season and sharing their 
anticipation  for  leaf  piles,  crisp  nights  and 
mornings  as  well  as  the  many  delicious  sweet 
treats of the season (apple crisps and pumpkin pie 
among them!)

Needless to say we are all looking forward to the apple week ahead!  

With warmth,

Bethany

Specialty Classes 

Spanish 

This  week  we  continued  with  the  topic 
“Sense  of  self  and  family”.  With  the  oldest 
children we started to make the differences 
between  the  Spanish  and  English  alphabet. 
They  were  amazed  about  how  the  same 
letters, for example A, has a totally different 
sound in Spanish. We also wrote the names of 
some objects in our class room as a way to get 
f ami l i a r  w i th  those  words ,  the i r 
pronunciation and written form. We explored 
world maps and studied different maps from 
an  At la s :  migra t ion ,  c l imate ,  ocean , 
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Tiger faces with the giant pumpkin at MOFGA Fair.

Celebrating Kiera’s Birthday at the Fair!



population and cultural maps to name a few. We also discussed how a map can tell the history of our 
families showing the countries, cities or towns we have traveled to in our lives. We started our family 
history map and we´ll continue with this activity in our upcoming classes. It was so much fun to learn 
Spanish words related with this topic!. With the youngest children we were very focused on describing 
ourselves. Through stories and art we learned the name of each part of our bodies, they colored their self-
portrait  following  my  directions  in  Spanish.  They  did  a  great  job  recognizing  the  words  and  I  was 
impressed at how well they learned the sounds, their pronunciation was very good!. We also talked about 
the chakras (centers of energy in our bodies) and the colors they have as a way to learn Spanish words, but 
also I mentioned to them that some people describe themselves considering the emotions related with 
each chakra.

I am going to an Archaeological Congress 
and a field trip to Chile for 2 weeks. For 
this  reason  my  husband,  David  Moses 
Bridges, who is a Passamaquoddy cultural 
educator  and  artist  will  work  with  the 
children during my class hours next week. 
The following week, Sergio Cahueque, who 
is from Guatemala and studies at COA will 
work  with  the  children  in  our  Spanish 
lessons. I am sure I will come back with a 
lot of stories and new experiences to share 
with the Community School!.

Upcoming Events 

Apple picking 

Next Thursday, October 1, we will go apple picking, as an all-school outing at Johnston’s Orchards in 
Ellsworth.  
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Billy Halprin of Somes Meynell Wildlife Sanctuary



Apple-Bake Friday 

On the afternoon of Friday, October 2, we will be joined by a special guest who will teach us how to make 
delicious pies and crisps from our freshly picked apples!  Each older/younger buddy group will bake a pie 
and/or crisp to share at our Heirloom Apple Festival, on Saturday.  

Heirloom Apple Festival 

Join us for a festival of apples, in the orchard at Beech Hill Farm on Saturday, October 3 from 
11am-2pm.  Please bring a dish for the potluck lunch and a personal bowl/plate and utensil!  There will 
be apple tasting, cider pressing, apple games, apple art and music.  We will share our apple pies and crisps 
that we bake on Apple Bake Friday with the community at this event.
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