
All the leaves are falling down, autumn, autumn
Falling down to the ground, autumn comes again

All the leaves are falling, autumn, autumn
Hear the wild geese calling, autumn comes again

From The Woodland Class… 

When I asked the class today what had changed since the last time they were at 
school, they astutely noted, "The leaves are changing and starting to Fall."  "The 
Geese are migrating in Vs--  I  saw them!" "The morning and nights are getting 
colder."  Then, as they all listened to one another's autumnal observations, some 
eyes lit up, and and some excitedly remarked, "It was the first day of Fall!  It's Fall!"  
Indeed it is, as we feel in the crisp air and all of the seasonal changes that surround 
us.  Happy Fall.
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The theme of our first Expedition, A Sense of Self, 
Place  and  Community,  is  Portraits  of  Our 
Community,   As we investigate,  learn about,  and 
learn from the people  and places  that  make our 
community unique, we are also reflecting on what 
qualities  we  bring  and  share  with  the  various 
communities we are a part of.  Our Expedition so 
far has us interviewing people about how this place 
inspires their work, drafting community portraits 
and  posting  them  on  our  classroom  map,  and 
creating our own self portraits with the qualities 
that make us unique.  We will  be visiting people 

and places,  and having people visit us during Expedition to better get to know 
some of the portraits-- visual, written and spoken-- in our community.  

We will be venturing to Beech Hill Farm during Outing this week to get to know 
some of our local farmers. 

Autumn wishes, 
Jasmine
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Reminders:      

-Please bring in 1lb of unsalted 
butter per family next week for 
our Apple Bake Friday.  Thank 
you!
- Apple Festival & Potluck: Friday, 
October 12, 3:30-5:30 
- Tick Talk with Sarah Tewhey: 
Monday, October 15, 3:30-4:30

 Thank You To 

Sarah Tewhey for making tick 
protocol kits for the school, The 
Frongillo/Sisson family for 
donating a basketball hoop, the 
McCune/Tewhey family for 
donating a soccer net, Tyra 
Hanson of The Gallery at 
Somes Sound for hosting the 
Alpines during their outing, all 
parents and Mr. Spencer who 
c h a p e r o n e d T h e C o m m o n 
Ground Fair outing, Aura for 
providing Woodland care during 
the Woodland Class meeting and 
Zeya Lorio for providing care to 
the Intertidals during their class 
meeting.   

Natural History Mystery: 

What species of pumpkin is the 
largest at The Common Ground 
Fair?

Tuesday morning “sit-spots”



From The Intertidal Class…

"When I say to a parent, 'read to a child', I don't want it to sound like medicine. 
I want it to sound like chocolate." -Mem Fox

Dear Families, 

The fall crisp is in the air and just like that, we've arrived at a new season. Common 
Ground was a treat this past week and I enjoyed spending time with children from across 
the classes here at TCS.
 
In ELA workshop, the children have been learning routines and getting settled in the 
world of reading and writing. At it's core, our work is centered around building a love of 
story in each child by sharing books and our writing with each other as often as possible. 
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Woodland students on Thursday outing to the Whalesback



At home,  I  encourage you to continue to read with your child even as  they become 
capable independent readers. Sharing a book or a special read aloud at night not only 
creates shared memories,  but also shows your child that stories are important in life. 
Please read to them, as often as you are able! 
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Common Ground Fair!



We're  beginning  our  homework  routine  this  week.  As  in  years  past,  our  primary 
homework will be independent reading for at least 30 minutes per night as well as some 
additional projects and short assignments sprinkled throughout the year. Our goal for 
homework is to cultivate a rich reading life and reading routine and to also cultivate a 
sense of responsibility and organization. Please encourage your child to find a special, 
quiet spot at home to read and complete work! 

For our library trips this year, our plan is to travel bi-weekly to the Northeast Harbor 
Library. We have big readers in our class and the large collection in NEH is necessary to 
augment our still growing classroom library. The children are excited to make our NEH 
library trips more frequent this year! We will need parent drivers for these trips and I will 
send  around  a  volunteer 
cl ipboard  at  our  class 
meeting  this  week  with 
dates  and  times!  I  thank 
you  in  advance  for 
supporting our trips to the 
library this year.  

For  outing  this  week,  we 
will  be staying on campus 
and  learning  about  cob 
bu i ld ing  wi th  Kreg 
McCune .  We  are  so 
g ra te fu l  to  Kreg  for 
sharing his knowledge and 
experience with us! 

With warmth, 
Bethany

From The Alpine Class…

ELA time  is  a  favorite  part  of  every  day  for  the  Alpine  class!  These  five  students 
genuinely love books and stories, and it has been wonderful to begin our year with a study 
of fiction. Each student is currently writing their own fictional piece inspired by their 
own real life experiences. The Alpine authors have displayed incredible creativity and a 
strong ability to fictionalize real life people, places, and events. 
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Intertidal Class visiting with Douglas from Maine Coast Heritage Trust 



We have also begun thinking deeply about the characters in our fiction reading. We are 
recognizing through our close reading to expect characters to be complex and to show 
many traits throughout the course of our stories. We enjoyed our first read-aloud, Moo by 
Sharon Creech, and have moved along to Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin. I look forward 
to continuing to explore and grow in our reading & writing work this year!

I look forward to seeing you all at our Alpine Class Meeting this Wednesday at 3:30.

Warmly,
Ms. Amy
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Eliot, Amaya, and Ms. Amy volunteering at  

The Common  Ground Country Fair



News and Upcoming Events 
 

Next Week is Apple Week!   
With two apple shares from John Bunker fresh on 
our pallets, we are ready to pick, cook with, press, 
learn  about  and  teach  our  community  about  the 
heirloom  varieties  we  love.   (So  far  our  school 
favorites are Zestar and Williams pride.) Our Apple 
Festival  and  is  open  to  the  great  community,  so 
bring and invite friends and family to celebrate the 
apple bounties of autumn with fun apple activities, a 
potluck and cider pressing.  
- Apple  Picking:  Thursday,  October  11,  all 

school outing
- Apple  Bake:  Friday,  October  12,  11am-12pm, 

Agricultural Arts class
-  Apple Festival: Friday, October 12,   
   3:30-5:30pm, Open to the greater community!  
 

Family Tick Talk with Sarah Tewhey 
Monday, October 15, 3:30-4:15pm 
Mark your calendars!  Sarah will  talk about the 54 
Herrick tick protocol, also used by TCS, and offer 
her  experience  and  balanced  perspective  on  tick 
prevention and what approaches you can take if you 
find a tick on your child. Please RSVP to Jasmine if 
you  plan  to  attend,  so  we  can  plan  the  space 
accordingly.  
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me

A few glimpses of last year’s Apple Festival 


