
Director's Note…
The  Community 
School  is  celebrating 
our  5 th  year  in 
partnership with Out 
on  a  Limb  CSA,  an 
apple  CSA based out 
of  Palermo that aims 
to  introduce  people 
to the wealth of apple 
varieties that grow in 
the  region,   while 
suppor t ing  sma l l 
Maine  orchards  that 
continue to grow both 
heritage and uncommon modern apples.  Apples provide a portal for learning about 
history, geography, botany, agriculture, narrative, and the culinary arts, to name a 
few.  Each year, the community school corresponds with John Bunker and his apple 
crew  about  the  heirloom  apples  of  the  season,  and  the  stories  they  hold.  
Throughout the Fall, community students expand their knowledge of apples in a 
multitude of subject areas, along with their apple pallet, in our bi-weekly heirloom 
apple taste-testing and culinary adventures.  We celebrate the bounty of the apple 
harvest  with  our  annual  Heirloom  Apple  Festival,  welcoming  the  greater 
community to share in apple cider pressing, an apple potluck, apple-tasting and 
apple art. We hope you are enjoying the bounty of the season and can join in the 
celebration!  

Happy Autumn, 
Jasmine
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One of the beautiful heirloom apples from our Out on a Limb CSA share



From The Woodland Class… 
We made our first visit to The Somesville Library 
last  week  and  checked  out  some  books.   The 
children spent time getting reacquainted with our 
librarian, Mr. Tom, by chatting with him about his 
summer and his family.  He shared that when his 
children  were  young,  he  did  a  great  deal  of 
storytelling with them in the car and before bed.  
We are looking forward to our next visit when he 
will tell us a story that he makes up right on the 
spot! 

We will be making monthly visits to the library on the last Wed of each month and 
pick-up will be at the library on these days 3:05 - 3:15.  This will give a few minutes 
for those picking up children at the schoolhouse a few minutes to get to school on 
time. 

Please have the children return their books to school and not to the library, which 
facilitates our return process. We have a special bag at school for library books, and 
the children can bring them in as soon as finished with them.  In between visits 
there will be books from the library at school to check out.  Once a child returns 
books, they can select new ones to take home. 
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Reminders:      

- Please bring in 1lb of unsalted 
butter per family next week for 
our Apple Bake Friday.  Thank 
you!
- Apple Festival & Potluck: Friday, 
October 12, 3:30-5:30 
- Tick Talk with Sarah Tewhey: 
Monday, October 15, 3:30-4:30
- Parent Craft Night: Tuesday, 
October 23, 6-8pm

 Thank You To 

Anna, Katherine, & Lauren of 
Beech Hill Farm for sharing their 
time with the Woodland Class, 
Kreg McCune for working with 
the Intertidal Class on cob 
building, and Chris Marcial, 
Peter Hartson, and Steve Eddy 
for helping with the barn clean.

Natural History Mystery: 

What off-island landscape is 
depicted on the cards/paintings 
on the downsta i rs autumn 
mantle? Hint: You can see Isle au 
Haut on the horizon! Woodland Students sharing a moment of joy on a 

beautiful day in the Beech Hill Farm Orchard



The  following  is  a  favorite 
ver se  we  rec i te  w i th 
movement during some of our 
transitions  to  keep  us  fresh, 
awake, and strong!   Ask your 
ch i ld  to  show  you  the  
movements.   There  is  one 
really tricky movement we do 
at the end that “really” makes 
us strong.  Try it and you’ll see 
for yourself!

We breath in and out
Fresh air

We breath
To grow strong and tall

As all mankind should be 

With warmth,
Miss Marie 

***The  Woodland  outing  will 
be  on  foot  this  week,  as  we 
visit  Tyra  Hanson  and  the 
Galley at Somes Sound. ***

From  The  Intertidal 
Class…
Dear families, 

In Expedition, we are beginning 
the  year  with  our  introductory 
unit  exploring  Self,  Place,  and 
Community through the lens of 
stewardship.  We've  spent  time 
examining  how  stewards  take 
care of a place and are searching 
for  ways  to  app l y  those 
pr inc ip le s  to  our  own 
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Woodland students on Thursday outing to Beech Hill Farm



stewardship of this property. We are 
currently  col lecting  input  from 
community  members  (teachers, 
parents,  children,  board  members 
etc.), gathering specific ideas for how 
we can contribute as stewards of this 
place.  We'll  let  you  know  what  we 
learn! 

Last week for outing, we learned the 
art  and  technique  of  cob  building, 
imagining the different ways we can 
contribute  to  our  shared  space 
through  a  cob  construction  project 
(and giving our hands and feet a nice 
exfoliating sand scrub in the process!). 
With  Kreg's  guidance,  the  children 
mixed the materials and then worked 
diligently on small gnome dwellings in 
the recess  woods!  What an awesome 
way to explore this new to us building 
technique!  

For  this  week's  outing,  we  will  be 
staying on campus along the banks of 
Babson Creek. 

With warmth, 
Miss Bethany

From The Alpine Class…
As we continue to study local artists in our community, the Alpines are becoming skilled 
interviewers and are noticing shared experiences and connections between the artists we 
have visited. During these interviews, students are each responsible for asking our artist a 
few  questions,  while  one  student  photographs  the  interview  and  another  takes  a 
recording.  We  have  been  creating  artist  information  pages  about  these  community 
members while also taking time to reflect on our own experiences with art. 
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          Above: Sample of student work from the Expedition “Self, 
Place, and Community through the lens of Stewardship” 

      Below: Intertidal Class learning about Cobb building with    
Kreg McCune



The Alpines are each creating a timeline documenting important artistic life experiences. 
We are discovering, with such enthusiastic dancers, musicians, and gymnasts in our class, 
that we each have many experiences to think back on!

We will be embarking on our Fall Team-Building Overnight to Somes-Meynell Wildlife 
Sanctuary this week! We are looking forward to having this time together as a group. 
Before we journey to Somes-Meynell, we will be visiting Peggy Rockefeller Farm to learn 
more about wool production in relation to fiber arts. 

Thank you for your support!

Warmly,
Amy

Español…

Hola familias! Hello Families!
It is a great pleasure began our Spanish classes with new and old friends at Babson Creek!
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Alpines enjoying the summit of Bald Peak before journeying to Parkman Mt.



With  the  Woodland  and 
Inter t ida l  c la sses  we  were 
working on the topic  "Sense of 
self  and  family"  as  a  way  to 
connect smoothly to each other.

Woodlands  started  happily 
singing, reciting and playing fun 
games  related  to  greetings, 
introductions,  colors,  numbers 
and  Mi  Familia.  Every  child 
created  a  collar  (necklace)  that 
says  Hola!  And on  the  path  to 
pract ice  colors  and  fami l y 
members  we  created  a  colorful 
house  displayed  on  the  wall  of 
the school entrance.

In the Intertidal class we reviewed greetings, introductions and learned new verses. We 
played La Rayuela as a fun way to reinforce numbers; we created a pin that says HOLA! 
We worked on a  project  to practice our personal  information in Spanish and we are 
reading the Story of Colors, a short Mexican tale that narrates the origin of colors.

Feliz semana familia!
Miss Karina
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First Spanish project of the year for the Intertidal Class 

Woodland Spanish Class



News and Upcoming Events 

Next Week is Apple Week!   
With two apple shares from John Bunker fresh on our pallets, we are ready to pick, cook 
with, press, learn about and teach our community about the heirloom varieties we love.  
(So far our school favorites are Zestar and Williams pride.) Our Apple Festival and is open 
to the great community,  so bring and invite friends and family to celebrate the apple 
bounties of autumn with fun apple activities, a potluck and cider pressing.  
- Apple Picking: Thursday, October 11, all school outing
- Apple Bake: Friday, October 12, 11am-12pm, Agricultural Arts class
- Apple Festival: Friday, October 12, 3:30-5:30pm, Open to the greater community!  

Family Tick Talk with Sarah Tewhey 
Monday, October 15, 3:30-4:15pm 
Mark your calendars! Sarah will talk about the 54 Herrick tick protocol, also used by TCS, 
and  offer  her  experience  and  balanced  perspective  on  tick  prevention  and  what 
approaches you can take if you find a tick on your child. Please RSVP to Jasmine if you 
plan to attend, so we can plan the space accordingly.  

Parent Craft Night #1: 
Tuesday, October 23, 6-8 
Please join us for the first of 2 parent craft nights, facilitated by Cristina Devora (Nahia & 
Aisha's  mom)!  Learn new skills,  express  your creativity,  and connect with community 
members  in  our  first  project  evening  prepping  for  the  Handwork  table  at  Harvest 
Festival. Please let Donna Hanke, volunteer coordinator, know if you can make it, and 
thank you to those who have already signed up!
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me


