
Director's Note…
The winds last Thursday were howling, the rain coming down in sheets, and there 
was a damp chill in the air.  We were supposed to go apple picking (and though we 
were all set to put on the Grundens and go) the apple orchard was closed and we 
had to adapt our plans. Apple Bake Friday was the following day, along with our 
Heirloom Apple Festival and annual cider pressing, so we needed to find a way to 
pick apples the next morning!  The many wonderful things about a small school is 
our  ability  to  adapt  and  be  flexible  as  we  are  faced  with  challenges,  and  the 
teachers, children and all of the parent volunteers did just that.  We rearranged the 
schedule so that classes were a bit longer on Thursday and turned the entirety of 
Friday in to what one child simply named, Apple Friday.  We picked over 400 lbs of 
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apples in the morning hours, Miss Mel had a warm 
harvest  feast  ready  upon  our  return,  we  baked 
apple  pies  and crisps,  set  up to  host  family  and 
friends for our 5th annual Hierloom Apple Bake, 
and  closed  together  around  the  campfire  that 
would burn throughout the festival.  As we circled, 
one  child  remarked  to  me,  "Miss  Jasmine,  we 
didn't have any normal classes today!" I confirmed 
that she was correct, then I asked her, "Did you 
learn anything today?  Her eyes lit up with a smile 
as she exclaimed, "Yes!" and she began to share, as 
other children chimed in.  Here are a few of our 
learning  moments  from Apple  Friday  that  were 
shared around our closing fire- "I learned..."

- that different apples are ripe at different points in 
the season
- that a filled wagon weighs about 115 lbs, and they 
subtract the weight of the wagon (35lbs) when they 
weight our apples
- that "drops" can be just as perfect as the apples 
picked off the trees
- that using an apple basket/picker takes practice 
and some skill
- that Paula red apples are not so good for cider.  
Not the right texture, not enough juice.
- how to make a home made pie crust
- how to build a fire
-  that Empire is also called Ida Red and it is my 
new favorite apple!  

Thank you to everyone who joined us for Apple 
Festival, 
Jasmine
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Reminders:      

- Honoring the Fire, All School  
O u t i n g : T h u r s d a y, 1 0 / 1 8 
10:30am-3:15pm
- Harvest Fest. Planning Meeting: 
Monday, 10/22: 3:30-4pm
- Parent Craft Night: Tuesday, 
10/23, 6-8pm

 Thank You To 

Beech Hill Farm for lending us 
their cider press, Jenna, Sarah, 
Chad and Kristi for driving and 
joining us for our apple picking 
morning, Kirsten, Donna and 
Courtney helping with apple 
baking, All of the volunteers at 
Apple Festival-- set up, managing 
stations, and clean up.  

Natural History Mystery: 

What is the only species found at 
Johnston's Apple Orchard that is 
considered an heirloom apple?

Nahia carefully harvesting apples on 
Apple Friday 2018



From The Woodland Class… 
The  Woodland  Cla s s 
continues  to  investigate 
Por t ra i t s  o f  our 
community  through  the 
lenses  of  self,  place  and 
community,    More 
recently,  the  class  has 
began  articulating  what 
sense  of  place  means  to 
them,  and  what  actions 
and factors lead to having a 
strong sense of place.  This 
year,  we  are  calling  our 
nature journal spots that we visit on Tuesday morning our "Special Places."  Even 
this  early  in  the  year,  the  children  have  seen  so  much  change  at  their  places, 
observed and researched many species, soaked in the beauty and wonder, and feel a 
deep connection.  We hear it them as they share their nature journal entries with 
such joy and enthusiasm, and see it as they prepare to venture out, even on the 
most brisk of mornings.  I recently informally interviewed the children who have 
engaged in our nature journal mornings for multiple years.  "My special place made 
me feel happy, proud and grounded, said one 7 year old. "After visiting my spot for 
a whole year, I felt really connected to that place, because I knew it better." said 
another.  "When the leaves hang in fall and blossom new colors every single day, it 
makes  me  feel  something  like  happiness."  reflected  one  of  our  first-year 
Woodlands.  As we interview people in our community, visit new places, reflect in 
our Expedition Logs, make new connections, it is evident that the children are 
engaging with and exploring their sense of place on a grander scale, too-- for the 
school property, the towns where we live, the island.  

This Thursday, we will join the school on our annual Honoring the Fire outing.  It 
is supposed to be cold, so please make sure that hats, mittens, scarves and extra 
layers are at school there days.  We will begin on our final projects next week and 
welcome Ruth Grierson as a guest community member!  

Have a wonderful week, 
Jasmine
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Elijah closely examines and illustrates a "Martha Crab" heirloom apple 



From The Intertidal Class…
Dear Families,

As  you  may  have  already  heard,  both  the  Intertidal  and  Alpine  classes  will  be 
participating in a postcard exchange across the 50 United States. We will send postcards 
to partnering schools in each of the 49 states and will receive a postcard and message in 
return. To help with our efforts, we are asking children to bring in 4 stamped postcards 
(postcard stamps are a discounted price!) that represent something about our state--they 
can be Maine specific or MDI/Acadia themed. Our goal is to share something about our 
home state and to learn about other states around the country. We are both so excited to 
begin drafting our messages with the children soon! 

In Reading Workshop the children are exploring the characters in their books, asking 
questions as they read such as: what motivates my character, what obstacles get in their 
way, and how do they respond to those obstacles. We are learning that characters are 
complex and that they can change over the course of a story. The Intertidal readers are 
becoming accomplished "stop and jotters" (you may have noticed all of the post-its in our 
c l a s s room  and 
those  that  come 
home )  and  are 
growing  in  their 
ability  to  write 
about  the i r 
read ing  idea s . 
Our  homework 
habits are getting 
stronger  as  well 
and  as  they  read 
consistently every 
night,  I'm  seeing 
their reading lives 
blossom  as  they 
get  invested  in 
the i r  s tor ie s . 
Thank  you  for 
supporting  the 
children  in  this 
work!
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Intertidal Students creating colorful paintings which will be the covers for their 
schoolwork portfolios  



In Writing Workshop, we have similarly been focusing on crafting complex, believable 
characters in our fiction. We are writing realistic fiction and the children are excited by 
the opportunity to spend an entire unit writing fiction!  We spent a week deliberately 
crafting our characters and are now beginning to draft our short stories. The children will 
work on their one short story over several weeks, making big revisions and trying out new 
strategies  to  make  their  writing  more  powerful  and  precise.  I'm loving  seeing  these 
characters come to life! 

We have an all school outing this week, dedicated to remembering the great fire of 1947! 

With warmth, 
Miss Bethany
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From The Alpine Class…
The Alpine students are progressing through their study of proportional relationships, 
ratios, and rates during our daily math class. In each of our two math groups (yet to be 
named… coming soon!), we have reached the halfway point of each of our first modules! 
It has been incredible to watch these students continue to build on their mathematical 
knowledge and apply their previous math work to these new, challenging concepts. 

We feel especially grateful to have Miss Aura with us as an additional teacher during math 
time.  Her  calm demeanor  and  genuine  love  of  math  has  been  such  an  asset  to  our 
classroom community!

Your student will begin having math homework at least once a week. As we begin this 
new routine, Miss Aura & I will plan to give the students two nights to complete their 
assignment. This allows them a chance to bring questions to us if needed before their 
math homework is due. Please let us know if you have any questions!

This week we will be participating in our all-school Honoring the Fire Outing, in which 
we will remember & study the Fire of 1947. 

With gratitude,
Amy

News and Upcoming Events 

Honoring the Fire  
All School Outing 
Thursday, October 18, 10:30am-3:15pm 
Each year we embark on a different itinerary, learning lessons in history, social studies and 
ecology associated with the 1947 fire.  
This year, we will attempt to track down the place where the fire began, learn about how 
where we live and other parts of the country manage fire, and about how fire impacts 
forest succession.  Please be sure your child has extra snacks and water, as this is a full 
afternoon, on the move!  

Harvest Festival Planning Meeting 
Monday, October 22, 3:30-4pm 
Come to the first meeting that kicks off Harvest Fest volunteering and planning! At this 
initial meeting, we begin to establish point people for the different areas of the festival 
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and make a game plan for the weeks ahead. We are excited to be hosting Harvest Festival 
for 2 days this year for the first time-- Saturday November 17 and Sunday, November 18.  
If you are interested in playing a role in a specific area of Harvest Fest. and cannot make 
it to the meeting, please let Jasmine know.  Many thanks.
 
Parent Craft Night #1: 
Tuesday, October 23, 6-8 
Please join us for the first of 2 parent craft nights, facilitated by Cristina Devora (Nahia & 
Aisha's  mom)!  Learn new skills,  express  your creativity,  and connect with community 
members  in  our  first  project  evening  prepping  for  the  Handwork  table  at  Harvest 
Festival.  We  will  be  making  beeswax  candles!   Please  let  Donna  Hanke,  volunteer 
coordinator, know if you can make it, and thank you to those who have already signed up.
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me


