
From the Youngers…

We are soaring in our expedition, Birds, Feathers, and Flight!   
The children have showed great intrigue and interest into the 
mysteries of the bird world, and are asking great questions that 
will help guide our studies.  Each morning, the children await 
the  "bird  call  of  the  day"  with  much  excitement,  as  this 
presents the opportunity to hear a bird call, repeat it together, 
and  say  the  mnemonic.   The  bird  call  is  introduced  each 
morning by our very own Sir Barred, a Barred Owl puppet that 
has joined our classrooms and swoops in for his daily lesson.  

While we investigated what makes birds unique, and different 
from their relatives in kingdom Animalia,  we observed their 
form in the field, made observational drawings in our morning 
lesson books, and have kept keen eyes on the play ground and 
on  walks  around  school  for  neighboring  bird  species.   We 
began to closely examine feathers and wings, and heard a story 
about all the different jobs that feathers have, from acting as a 

warm layer,  to  snowshoes  in 
the  winter,  to  sunscreen,  to 
keeping  birds  afloat,  and 
perhaps  most  distinguishing 
of all; aiding in the magic of flight.  Feathers lead us to a study of wings, 
and  all  the  children  have  traced  their  arms,  shoulder  to  fingers,  and 
labeled each part (shoulder, elbow, wrist,  fingers).   We compared their 
arm structure to the structure of a wing, which is quite similar, and below 
their  arms,  each  child  illustrated  a  giant  wing,  and  created  their  own 
feather structure.  As they looked closely at their finished product, arm 
and wing of equal size, side by side, many children gasped and said, "Oh 
my,  they  are  so  alike!"   many  of  them even  wanted  to  go  back  and 
illustrate  the bone structure of  the wings,  as  they look much like our 
fingers.  

The children took great joy in using the binoculars and spotting scope last week on our Thrumbcap 
viewing adventure!  We had a few great sea bird sightings, along with some birds of prey.   As the fog 
was thick that day, we are going to try and return to that site on a day with clearer skies.  The children 
were such intrepid hikers, as the trail has grown in and we did some bushwhacking, which was met with 
roars of excitement and smiling faces (and tired ones, at the end!).  We even discovered another stone 
foundation, left by the great fire.
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Searching for see sea birds in distant waters.

Discovering a salamander.



This week, our outing plan is to visit the COA taxidermy lab to see and 
handle a variety of bird study skins, and begin to introduce the concept 
of adaptations.  

We are looking forward to closing our week with a gorgeous afternoon 
of pumpkin carving!  

Golden is the garden, 
Golden is the glen, 
Golden,  golden,  golden,  October's 
here again.
Golden are the tree tops,
Golden is the sky,
Golden,  golden,  golden,  October's 
here again!

With golden light, 
Jasmine

From the Olders… 

Dear Families,

The children spend each Monday morning in their nature sit  spots, 
closely observing the sounds, smells and sights around them.   Each 
child has built a connection to their chosen place—watching the spot 
they know well  change and shift  from week to week as  the season 

leaves it’s mark. We usher in each new week with this practice of quiet reflection, providing an act of 
grounding and connection as we return to the schoolhouse after our weekend adventures.
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Thank you to: 

C O A f o r l e n d i n g u s 
binoculars and a spotting 
scope, Ian for helping to 
f a c i l i t a t e a m a p a n d 
compass treasure hunt for 
the Olders, Heather for her 
continued commitment and 
contributions to the Older’s 
desk-making, Julia Walker 
Thomas for taking our 
school pictures, Sarah for 
organiz ing our school 
pictures on MPIX.

Reminders: 
• Hats! Mittens! Layers! 

It’s getting colder! Please 
bring extras for cubbies.

• Bring your pumpkins in 
for carving on or before 
October 30!  Jack-o-
lanterns will be sent 
home at pick-up with 
children on the afternoon 
of 10/30 for your family to 
enjoy on Halloween. 

• Please bring back your 
a d d r e s s e d a p p e a l 
letters when you have 
them complete.  Thank 
you! 

• Progress Reports will 
be sent home next week, 
fo l lowed by our fa l l 
p a r e n t / t e a c h e r 
c o n f e r e n c e s o n 
November  12 & 13.  
S i g n - u p t i m e s f o r 
con fe rences w i l l be 
p o s t e d d o w n s t a i r s , 
beginning Monday, 11/2.  

The children love the wonderful climbing tree at school on the green.



This past week, we continued to 
work  on  our  mapping  skills  in 
Morning  Lesson!  The  children 
have explored the importance of 
scale  in  map creation  and  have 
started  to  wrap  up  several  
mapping  pro ject s  in  the i r 
Morning Lesson books.

We  ended  the  week  with  a 
pirate-themed  treasure  hunt, 
dur ing  which  the  chi ldren 
further  explored  Seal  Harbor 
while  searching  for  the  buried 
treasure  of  Frenchman’s  Bay.  In 

small groups, the children practiced their compass navigation and carefully searched for hidden clues in 
the woods around the schoolhouse. Map and compass work takes a fair amount of focus and the children 
showed great care as they measured their paces and moved slowly with the compass as their guide. We are 
still just beginning to grasp these skills and I look forward to continuing to develop them throughout the 
year as we move through our various expeditions.

Next week will  be spent completing our Cooksey Drive mapping project!  The children have mapped 
Cooksey from so many different 
perspectives  and  we  are  now 
working  to  connect  each  piece 
into  a  comprehens ive 
exhibition.  We  are  excited  to 
share  this  culminating  project 
with the folks over at MCHT.

We  continue  to  work  on  our 
desk projects,  gradually  coming 
closer to completion. The desks 
are now free standing and we are 
all  excited  as  they  begin  to 
resemble their final form! 

With warmth,

Bethany
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Recess on the Seal Harbor Village Green, the children’s playground.

The Olders move into the 3rd dimension with their desk-building adventure.



Specialty Classes 

Spanish 

This week the Spanish class was 
focused on finishing the project 
"Día de los Muertos" as a way to 
familiarize  our  children  with 
Mexican  and  Bo l i v i an 
traditions.  We emphasized  the 
importance of remembering our 
ancestors  in  this  ritual,  as  well 
as  the  cultural  differences  in 
how we  perceive  the  death  of 
our  beloved  ones.  The  past  3 
weeks  both  groups  of  children 
rea l l y  en joyed  co lor ing 
“calaveras”  (skulls),  cutting  out 
“bander ines”  and  making  

“tantaguaguas” (bread for the 
dead). The “tantaguaguas” are 
a central part of this ritual in 

Bolivia, they have the shape of people, llamas, dogs and horses. The children loved baking and painting 
their “tantaguaguas”!.

As a community project we built an altar using what we 
had  made  previously  and  other  offerings  we  brought  in 
today. I brought pictures of my grandparents who passed 
away many years ago as well as a picture of my uncle who 
passed  on  3  months  ago.  I  offered  them food  or  other 
things they really liked in life, because we believe in Bolivia 
that on November 1º they will visit us and share a little bit 
of time with us. Noah and Aliyah brought pictures of their 
grandparents and they offered very special things to them!. 
The altar will be at the school for the rest of the week and 
the children agreed to bring a picture of a family member 
who passed away and something they want to offer them 
during the coming days. With this activity we finished our 
topic “Sense of Community” understanding how relevant 
the ancestors are in our communities today as part of our 
memories and heart.

Warmly, Patricia
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Miss Patricia lights the candle in the Latin American ritual of honoring the dead.

The beautifully decorated shrine created by the 
children to honor the Day of the Dead.



? Natural History Mystery ? 

What species of Maple trees make their home on MDI (common names)?  
Bonus: Which are “native” and which are “non-native?”

Upcoming Events and Info 

Apple Workshop from Out on a Limb Crew Member 
Rescheduled to: Wednesday, November 4. Laura Seigler, one of the members of the heirloom apple 
crew, who puts together our fabulous apple share, will  be teaching a workshop about apple seedlings, 
flavor and natural history.  She will be telling us of apple lore, and lead us in planting our own apple 
seedlings (which has to over-winter in the refrigerator!), and a cooking apple taste test.  We are excited to 
welcome Laura to The Community School and share our mutual love for apples.  This workshop will take 
place during our Morning Lesson time.  

Costume  Parade  and 
Pumpkin Carving 
Friday,  October  30: 
Children are  encouraged 
to  come  to  school  in 
costume on Friday, 10/30, 
or  have  the  pieces  of 
their costume ready to go 
for  our  parade  at  12:30.  
We  will  walk  up  Main 
Street  in  Seal  Harbor, 
turn  around  just  past 
Naturalists  Notebook, 
and  walk  back  down  to 
the  schoolhouse,  where 
we  wil l  sing  together 
before preparing to carve 
pumpkins.  Pumpkin carving will begin around 1:00, and will be outside,if the weather is nice.  Parents are 
welcome to come to the parade, and help with carving. We will take all of the completed Jack-o-lanterns 
and display them lit, in a darkened room of the schoolhouse for a seasonal story at the end of the day.  

Second Annual Kings and Queens of Northeast Creek 
Thursday, November  5th: Once called Kings Creek, we will paddle Northeast Creek dressed as kings 
and queens, dawning capes and crowns, paddle together, and harvest cranberries in the bog.  We will take 
this opportunity to learn about the ecological and historical significance of this watershed, and enjoy the 
wild bounty of the cranberry harvest.  We hear that it is a good cranberry year!  Note: There will be two 
children and one adult per canoe.  Please send your child with a life jacket (if you have one, we also have 
extras), rubber boots and an extra pair of socks.  

Community School To Participate in Indoor Farmer’s Market 
Sunday, November 22, 10am-4pm at MDI Hight School: The Community School has been invited 
to participate in the indoor farmer’s market/craft fair hosted by the MDI High School students going to 
Europe next year.  The event will include several farms and crafts people from our greater community, and 
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The Community School will be highlighting some of our handmade garden/harvest items, (whereas we 
will  be focused more on crafts at our Winter Fair market).   Please mark your calendars and tell your 
friends, as they are looking for our help in getting people there!  If you or your children are interested in 
tending the table for a shift during the event, please let Jasmine know.  

You’re Invited 

Apple Pressing at Super Chilly Farm, Palermo 
John Bunker, Cammy Watts and their apple crew invite their apple CSA 
members to join in a late fall cider pressing among their heirloom apple 
trees at Super Chilly Farm.  Palermo is outside of Belfast and a good 1hr 1/2 
drive, but if you are up for an apple adventure and would like to meet the 
source of our beautiful apple deliveries, it will surely be a fun way to spend 
Halloween day! Super Chilly Farm is located at 167 Turner Mill Pond Road, 
Palermo, Maine 04354.

Here’s what John writes in his apple newsletter, Out on a Limb:
We want  to  invite  all  of  you  to  visit  us  here  at  Super  Chilly  Farm in 
Palermo.  We will be pressing cider on Saturday, Oct. 31, from 11-3, and 
we'd love to have you join us.  It's a potluck so bring a dish to share.  If you 
want to take home some cider, bring a jug or jar.  We will have apples to 
press, and you are welcome to bring any that you'd like to make into cider 
as well.  Costumes are strongly encouraged!

After School Food Preservation Extravaganza! 
Tuesday,  November  10,  4:00-7:00:   In  preparation  for  the  coming 

winter,  and  for  our 
indoor farmer’s market fundraiser, you are invited 
to come help preserve and can the bounty from 
our garden and our apple harvesting adventures.  
Weather you are a seasoned canner, or would like 
to learn, all are welcome!  We will be making and/
or  canning  dilly  carrots,  apple  sauce,  apple 
chutney,  pumpkin  butter  and  kraut.   This  is  a 
family-friendly  evening;  children  and  adults  are 
welcome.  You can come for the whole time, or 
stop by for a little while.   The school will provide 
pizza  and  salad  for  dinner.   Please  RSVP to 
Jasmine if you plan to attend.  
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