
Director's Note…
Last Thursday, the winds howled, just as they had on that day in 1947, the year that 
Maine burned, and amidst a fire that deeply changed the ecology and culture of the 
east side of MDI.  Each year we set out on our annual "Honoring the Fire" day, to 
uncover some of the hidden stores that the fire has left. Throughout the day, we 
play the role of historian, ecologist, botanist, cultural anthropologist, archaeologist, 
writer, artist, and story-teller.  We imagine, explore, inquire, and make hypothesis 
about what we see, what we know, what we wonder.  Each Honoring the Fire day 
holds a different itinerary, and this year each location and lesson was new to us.  
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Elijah closely examines and illustrates a "Martha Crab" heirloom apple 



Amilie  visited  us  from  the  Mount  Desert  Fire 
department and shared with us her story and her 
role in our community.  She welcomed questions 
about her work-- the fears, the joys, the logistics-- 
and  showed  us  the  impressive  equipment 
contained in a fire truck.  She engaged the children 
in a dialogue about how they think about fire at 
schoo l ,  a t  home,  and  how  the  a rea  fire 
departments  act  in  community  when  help  is 
needed.  

The whole school  trekked through the field and 
woods,  where  the  fire  had  swept  through  along 
Crooked Road.  In multi-age groups, the children 
looked at  an old homestead site,  with apples  on 
the  outskirts,  and  an  extensive  plot  of  post-fire 
planted  White  Pines  in  rows.   With  little  prior 
knowledge of the site, their task was to answer the 
questions: What happened here? And how do you 
know?  In their nature journals, groups sketched, 
noted supporting evidence and pieced together the 
story of the land.  They spent time, were engaged, 
worked together and even exhilarated at times, as 
they found subtle  clues!   After  sharing with one 
another,  we  walked  to  the  edge  of  Northeast 
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Reminders:      

- 1/2 day- 12:30 dismissal this 
Friday, 10/26 - No Friday Feast
- Please sign up for Parent-
Teacher conferences (1pm-6pm 
on 11/9) on the clip board in the 
entryway.
- School pictures next Tuesday, 
10/30

 Thank You To 

Mount Desert Fire Department 
Lieutenant, Amilie Blackman, 
for her educational visit on 
Honoring the Fire day, and to 
Miss Karina and Miss Aura for 
their flexibility in teaching Spanish 
on Thursday this week, to allow 
for our canoeing outing to happen 
on Wednesday.  

Natural History Mystery: 

W h a t i s t h e n a m e o f t h e 
meteorological tool that measures 
wind and who was it names after 
(Hint: you may have to explore 
the Greek myths!)

  Lieutenant Amilie Blackman,visits The Community School

Walking to an old homestead site along 
the Crooked Road 



Creek ,  qu i te  near  
where the 1947 began.  
Children  pointed  out 
where  we  canoe , 
noticed  and  identified 
the  cranberry  plants, 
and  as  we  walked  up 
the bank at the end of 
the  day,  t i red  and 
windswept ,  a  chi ld 
remarked  a s  they 
looked  out  on  the 
forested  slope,  "Oh, 
most l y  younger, 
deciduous  trees--  the 
fire  definitely  burned 
here."

With  Place-based  joy 
in my heart, 

Jasmine
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Honoring the Fire Day, 2018



From  The  Woodland 
Class… 
In  Math  Workshop Year  1 
s tudents  ha ve  been 
studying  “Numbers  to  10”, 
Year 2 students “Sums and 
Differences to 10”, and Year 
3  s tudents  “Sums  and  
Differences  to  100”.   A 
focus  i s  on  flex ib le 
mathematical  thinking, 
both in ways to see a math 
problem  and  in  ways  to 
solve  a  problem.   Every 
concept,  strategy,  and  skill 
builds on previous learning, 
with multiple opportunities 
to master each area.  New 
children  to  the  class  are 
l ea r n ing  ne w  math 
concepts  and  vocabulary 
while the rest have built on 
what  wa s  l ea r ned 
previously.  We spend time 
learning  terms and models 
that  demonst ra te 
understanding  and  solidify 
learning.   To  help  parents 
to  understand  more  about 
these I have included some 
photos  that  sample  what 
the  children  are  currently 
using. 

Best,
Miss Marie
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Woodland Math Workshop sample models 



From The Intertidal Class…
Dear Families,

As you may have already heard, both the Intertidal and 
Alpine  classes  will  be  participating  in  a  postcard 
exchange  across  the  50  United  States.  We will  send 
postcards to partnering schools in each of the 49 states 
and will receive a postcard and message in return. To 
help with our efforts, we are asking children to bring 
in  4  stamped  postcards  (postcard  stamps  are  a 
discounted price!) that represent something about our 
state--they  can  be  Maine  specific  or  MDI/Acadia 
themed.  Our  goal  is  to  share  something  about  our 
home state and to learn about other states around the 
country. We are both so excited to begin drafting our 
messages with the children soon! 

In Reading Workshop the children are exploring the 
characters in their books, asking questions as they read 
such as: what motivates my character, what obstacles get 
in their way, and how do they respond to those obstacles. We are learning that characters 
are complex and that they can change over the course of a story. The Intertidal readers 
are becoming accomplished "stop and jotters" (you may have noticed all of the post-its in 
our classroom and those that come home) and are growing in their ability to write about 
their reading ideas. Our homework habits are getting stronger as well and as they read 
consistently every night, I'm seeing their reading lives blossom as they get invested in 
their stories. Thank you for supporting the children in this work!

In Writing Workshop, we have similarly been focusing on crafting complex, believable 
characters in our fiction. We are writing realistic fiction and the children are excited by 
the opportunity to spend an entire unit writing fiction!  We spe
We have an all school outing this week, dedicated to remembering the great fire of 1947! 

With warmth, 
Miss Bethany
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Intertidal students working together to 
solve mysteries of the 1947 fire



From The Alpine Class…
The ELA continues to be a highly anticipated part of our days in the Alpine classroom. 
We are continuing to read and enjoy fiction books and are working on investigating the 
influence of setting on our characters. The students are noticing how the setting of their 
books might influence how their characters think or act. We are also working on writing 
about  our  reading  and  are  enjoying  making  charts,  jots,  sketches,  and  reflections  to 
express our thinking. 

As our fiction writing unit comes to a close, the Alpines are revising and editing their 
pieces and selecting excerpts to publish. Our next unit will take us into the world of essay 
writing, in which we will  learn to develop a thesis and defend our opinions with text 
evidence.

This weekend, I was able to journey to NYC with Ms. Marie and Ms. Bethany to attend 
an ELA conference at Columbia Teachers College. This was a gathering of thousands of 
teachers who use the Teachers College Reading & Writing Project curriculum. I was so 
inspired by the fellow middle-school teachers I was able to connect with and am excited 
to use many new tools and strategies with the Alpines! 

This week, we will be canoeing Northeast Creek to harvest cranberries with the rest of 
the school community. 

Warmly,
Amy
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Español…

Hola familias!
In both Woodland and Intertidal classes, we have been working on prepare the Altar for 
The day of the dead/ Día de los muertos. Classes worked creating 'Papel Picado', colorful 
and fun garlands/ banners to decorate the altar next week. Also children were sharing 
photos and memories of the deceased (family members, friends or pets)  and with this 
practice their loving memories live on into the future. Thank you parents for having been 
collaborating with this beautiful initiative.

El Día de los Muertos provides a prime opportunity to practice Spanish language skills 
and to begin to develop a concept of an alternative culture and to develop a positive 
attitude towards the children. 

You all are invited to add remembrances of their own to the altar during the next week. 
Drop by the school to see the display or to add flowers, photos, or candles to the altar 
while it is open for viewing (from Wednesday 31st).

Gracias,
Miss Karina
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Creating ‘Papel Picado’ to decorate next week’s  Dia de los muertos alter 



News and Upcoming Events 

School Pictures 
Tuesday, October 30 
Thank you to Rob Levin, who will be taking school pictures next Tuesday afternoon.  Our 
intention is to do them outside, if weather permits.  Rob will send out a link with the 
pictures for families to order online, as they wish.

Parent Craft Night #2 
Thursday, November 1, 6-8pm 
Please join us for the 2nd parent craft night before Harvest Festival!  Learn new skills, 
express your creativity, and connect with community members in our first project evening 
prepping for the Handwork table at Harvest Festival. We will be felting, wrapping up 
candle projects and more.  Please let Donna Hanke, volunteer coordinator, know if you 
can make it and thank you to those who have already signed up!

Community Canning Night & Potluck Dinner 
Tuesday, November 6, 4-7 
Come help us preserve the bounty that we have gathered from our school garden, local 
farms we have visited, and the wilds of MDI. Bring a potluck item and share a meal with 
our  school  community.  Please  RSVP if  you have not  already,  so we know how many 
projects to prepare. No canning experience necessary.
  
Parent Teacher Conferences 
Friday, November 9, 1pm-6pm 
Please sign up for  a  conference time on the clip board in the schoolhouse entryway. 
Conferences are 1/2 hour and are meant to be a short check-in at this point in the year, 
and when parents and teachers have the opportunity to have a focused, uninterrupted 
conversation together about their child(ren). 

Harvest Festival - 2 days this year! 
Saturday, November 17, 10am-4pm  
& Sunday, November 18, 10am-2pm 
In just  a  few weeks,  the schoolhouse will  be transformed into a  seasonal  celebration 
including a farmers market, artisan marketplace, Community School Store, silent auction, 
delicious food, music and activities for all ages! It is a great time to purchase handmade 
gifts, stock up on Thanksgiving goods, and celebrate the bounty of the season. As our 
largest fundraiser of the year, we ask for the support of our school community to help this 
event be successful and run smoothly. There are many opportunities to volunteer both in 
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preparation and during the event. Here are some per-festival dates for the calendar -- we 
welcome you to join us when you are able:

~ Harvest Festival Preparation Important Dates ~
~Family Canning Evening: Tuesday, November 6, 4-7pm

~Parent Craft Evening #2: Thursday, November 1, 6pm-8pm
~Harvest Festival Pricing, Packaging and Preparing Evening: Thursday, November 15 5pm-7pm

Please help promote the festival and bring people! The event poster is attached to Field 
Notes as a PDF this week, and there is an events page on Facebook. If you are interested 
in posting printed versions of the poster, please let Jasmine know.
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me


