
From the Youngers… 

As  our  class  shielded  the  rain 
and wind, we entered the Arts 
and  Science  building  at  COA, 
and the children lowered their 
hoods  and  shook  water  off  of 
their rain jackets.  They sniffed 
the  air  and  several  of  them 
commented  it  smelled  funny.  
As they entered the taxidermy 
lab,  their  eyes  became wide as 
they  scanned  the  she lves ; 
creatures preserved in jars, piles 
of bones, stuffed birds perched 
on  the  p ipes  abo ve ,  a 
leatherback  turtle  shell,  whale 
baleen,  and  furs  of  all  sorts.  
The  children  erupted  with 
questions, and were each drawn to different natural history treasures.  Our host, Matt, called the children 
to the table in the center of the room and began to tell about the hundreds of collections that were 
housed there, where they come from, and why they are so important for education.  He shared with us his 
nature journal, and how step by step, a bird is stuffed, labeled and logged in the collection.   

We entered the bird room, 
small with a series of vast, 
grey  metal  closets.   Each 
closet contained a series of 
drawers ,  each  wi th  a 
collection of birds from the 
same  family.   There  were 
hundreds!  Each time Matt 
would take out a new bird 
for the children to hold and 
observe, there was a gasp at 
its beauty, and an eagerness 
to take a closer look.  As we 
looked  at  birds  and  their 
many  adaptations—  Loon, 
Gannet,  Ptarmigan,  Puffin, 
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Youngers are shown around COA taxidermy lab by Matt.

Youngers see and touch the large collection of birds at the COA taxidermy lab.



Ruby Throated Humming Bird— our lessons from the past week took 
on context.  The children astutely observed the importance of shape, 
plumage color, beak shape, foot type and other features in each board.  
They began to articulate the very definition of an adaptation through 
sharing  their  observations  of  how  birds  are  best  suited  to  the 
environment where they live.  

As our bird lesson closed, the children had an opportunity to further 
explore the taxidermy lab and ask all of their lingering questions, most 
of which they could answer themselves with a little guidance.  They 
even got a  peek at  a  secret spot in the basement,  where the whale 
bones are kept and six of the children took great pride in lifting a Fin 
Whale rib over their head.  The children have requested to return to 
the taxidermy lab with their nature journals.  

As we returned to school that day, we quietly crafted a felting project, 
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Thank you to: 

Jena Young for donating 
the jars for our terrariums. 
M a t t M e s s i n a f o r 
introducing the Youngers to 
the taxidermy lab, Nick for 
helping with driving, Linda 
for helping with the Older's 
tree identification, Heather 
for her help with desk-
building, Alister and his 
family for donat ing a 
school soccer ball to our 
outdoor collection.

Reminders: 
• I t ’s a l ibrary week!  

Please bring back books 
for our Friday trip to the 
library.  

• Progress reports go out 
this week!  

• P a r e n t - T e a c h e r 
conference sign-ups 
a r e l o c a t e d i n t h e 
downstairs entryway of 
the schoolhouse.  

• Please be sure your child 
is wearing rubber boots 
and has an extra pair of 
socks with them for our 
paddle on Thursday. 
*Pick up at COA on 
Thursday*

• No School on Veteran’s 
D a y , W e d n e s d a y , 
November 11

• Half-days, Thursday and 
Friday, November 12th 
and 13th for conferences

? Natural History Mystery ? 

Which 3 planets aligned 
last week, and were visible 
together in the night sky 
through Halloween?

Children showing the beauty of real and their hand-felted apples.

Parents and children worked together in the Halloween pumpkin carving.



as the wind and the rain began to let up.  I thought about our day and all that it held; a full morning 
lesson of inquiry,  writing and illustrating in our Morning Lesson Books, running in the rain and taking 
shelter in our favorite Spruce Tree, coming together as a school for our weekly town meeting, singing 
together,  exploring  the  endless  bird  drawers  of  the  COA taxidermy  lab,  being  led  through  a  dark 
basement to piles of massive whale bones, and felting creatures from colorful wool.  “All in a day’s work at 
The Community School,” I said to myself.

Happy November, 
Jasmine

From the Olders… 

Dear Families,
 
We  have  a  theatrical  and 
c reat i ve  bunch  in  the 
Olders  c la ss  th is  year.  
Af ter  many  weeks  o f 
dedicated  practice,  the 
Olders  presented  their 
Hal loween  poem  (The 
Witches  scene  f rom 
Macbeth)  to the school.  In 
the  light  of  the  flickering 
j ack-o - l anter ns ,  the 
children began by  slowly  moving fire  silks  up and down,  setting  the  scene for  the  cauldron and it’s 
enchanted stew. The Olders will learn and present several poems and verses this year, practicing diction 
and clarity while also experiencing the power and purpose of poetry first hand.

In math, we have started a collaborative mini expedition on graphing and surveying. We have discussed 
the importance of sample size while also considering the current election and the accuracy of the poles 
that are being conducted.  Creating and accurately reading tables and graphs is a skill that will be helpful 
throughout this year as we collect our own data and practice research skills.

The children are buttoning up the last pieces of our Cooksey Drive mapping work. This week we are 
discussing what it means to be a steward and will work on a writing piece in ELA to accompany our final 
exhibition. Our tree ID skills are improving as the children use guidebooks to gather information about 
the trees at Cooksey Drive. We are completing our very own “Guide to 
the  Trees  of  Cooksey  Drive”  with  helpful  hints  for  ID as  well  as 
interesting facts we’ve learned while researching. Our exhibition will 
be on display in our classroom this week and I will send out another 
message with more details shortly, so keep a look out for that!

I look forward to our upcoming conferences and value this time of 
sharing and collaboration.
 
With warmth,
Bethany  
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Miss Bethany tells a story of All Hallows Eve by the light of the carved pumpkins.

Noah’s Hubbard Squash hat!



Specialty Classes 

Handwork 

In through the front door
Around the back
Peep through the window
And off jumps Jack

There was an air  of  excitement in the Olders  Handwork 
class this week.  Using the above verse, two students began 
knitting  on  their  handmade  needles.   The  process  of 
learning to knit can be awkward at first and takes patience 
and persistence.  And then, there is the thrilling moment 
when it all makes sense.  And so begins a lifelong skill.  

Our crocheting student continues work on the hacky sack.  
It is exciting to see the ball curve around and take shape.  
This requires deep concentration and focused work.

Another  student  is  perfecting  skills  with  finger-knitting,  working  on  maintaining  even  tension 
throughout.  These finger-knitted chains will be transformed into something quite beautiful.  We will 
keep you posted...

The Youngers began Handwork class inside, learning a method of plant drying that preserves the flower in 
its  whole,  colorful  state  as 
opposed to pressing it  into a 
flat specimen.  Using Borax, a 
powdered laundry booster, we 
spread a  layer  of  the powder 
in the bottom of a box.  We 
then placed the flowers on top 
and  gently  sprinkled  more 
Borax  on  top  until  all  plant 
material  was  covered.   In 
several  weeks,  we  will  gently 
"excavate" the flowers and use 
in a future Handwork project.  

We then ventured outside and 
began work on our terrariums!  
We  sat  in  a  circle  around  a 
collection of beautiful mosses.  
I  explained  to  the  children 

that these special mosses were responsibly collected in the forest, taking care to take a small bit from here 
and there and never stripping one area completely.  Each child had their own jar to which they added a 
layer of river stone, sphagnum moss and potting soil.   We took turns around the circle, selecting our 
mosses and gathering them together in front of us.  At this point, we gently arranged the mosses in our 
jars.   Some added  pieces  of  moss-covered  log  and  smooth  wood for  interest.   We then  misted  our 
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Making terrariums in Handwork class.

Miss Karen with the Youngers and their home-made terrariums.



terrariums and covered with plastic wrap to maintain a moist environment.  The terrariums will live inside 
in indirect light on the windowsill in the basement of the schoolhouse.  We will continue to work on 
them throughout the winter.

The children did absolutely beautiful work. I hope you will take a minute to see these exquisite works of 
art and nature. 

Warmly,
Miss Karen 

Upcoming Events and Info 

Apple Workshop from Out on a Limb Crew Member 
Wednesday, November 4th: Laura Seigler,  one of the members of the heirloom apple crew, who puts 
together our fabulous apple CSA, will be teaching a workshop at The Community School about apple 
seedlings, flavor and natural history.  She will be telling us of apple lore, and lead us in planting our own 
apple seedlings (which has to over-winter in the refrigerator!), and a cooking apple taste test.  We are 
excited  to  welcome  Laura  to  The  Community  School  and  share  our  mutual  love  for  apples.   This 
workshop will take place during our Morning Lesson time.  

Second Annual Kings and Queens of Northeast Creek 
Thursday, November 5th: Once called Kings Creek, we will paddle Northeast Creek dressed as kings and 
queens, dawning capes and crowns, paddle together, and harvest cranberries in the bog.  We will take this 
opportunity to learn about the ecological and historical significance of this watershed, and enjoy the wild 
bounty of the cranberry harvest.  We hear that it is a good cranberry year!  Note: There will be two 
children and one adult per canoe.  Please send your child with a life jacket (if you have one, we also have 
extras), rubber boots and an extra pair of socks.  To maximize our time at the cranberry bog, *Pick up is 
at COA on Thursday* 
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The Community School leave the schoolhouse to start their Halloween Parade up and down Main St. Seal Harbor.



Parent -Teacher Conferences 
Please  take  a  moment  to  sign  up  for  conferences  in  the  downstairs 
entryway.  There  are  evening  times  available  on  Monday,  and  daytime 
times available on Thursday and Friday.   We look forward to touching 
base with all of you.  If you are in need of an alternative time, please let 
your child’s class teacher know.  Thank you! 

Community School Food Drive 
Tuesday, November 3 - Friday, November 20.  There will be a basket to 
collect  non-perishable  food  items  for  the  Bar  Harbor  Food  Pantry, 
located in the downstairs entryway. We will deliver our donations to the 
Food Pantry on Friday, during our Thanksgiving service project there.  We 
invite each family to participate!

Community  School  To  Participate  in 
Indoor Farmer’s Market 
Sunday,  November  22,  10am-4pm  at  MDI  Hight  School:  The  Community 
School has been invited to participate in the indoor farmer’s market/craft fair 
hosted by the MDI High School students going to Europe next year.  The event 
will include several farms and crafts people from our greater community, and 
The Community School  will  be highlighting some of  our handmade garden/
harvest items, (whereas we will be focused more on crafts at our Winter Fair 
market).  Please mark your calendars and tell your friends, as they are looking 
for our help in getting people there!  If you or your children are interested in 
tending the table for a shift during the event, please let Jasmine know.  

 

YOU’RE INVITED! 
After School Food Preservation Extravaganza! 
Tuesday, November 10, 4:00-7:00 at our schoolhouse:  In 
preparation  for  the  coming  winter,  and  for  our  indoor 
farmer’s  market fundraiser,  you are invited to come help 
preserve and can the bounty from our garden and our apple 
harvesting adventures.  Weather you are a seasoned canner, 
or would like to learn, all are welcome!  We will be making 
and/or  canning  dilly  carrots,  apple  sauce,  apple  chutney, 
pumpkin  butter  and  kraut.   This  is  a  family-friendly 
evening; children and adults are welcome.  You can come 
for the whole time, or stop by for a little while.   The school 
will provide pizza and salad for dinner (and there’s no school the next day!).  Please RSVP to Jasmine if 
you plan to attend.  

�6


