
Director's Note…
If you were to have come by the schoolhouse last Wednesday afternoon, you would 
have found it quiet and without teachers and students--  that's because we were 
immersed in our bog classroom! On the peat, woods and waters of the NE Creek 
watershed, we were intrepid explorers, botanists, historians, scientists.  Ten canoes 
launched from the Route 3 landing, and we paddled upstream in the cold October 
air, leap-frogging with Great Blue Herons, crossing paths with a flock of Canada 
Geese and Mallard Duck family, and noticing the rich browns and yellow of the 
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grasses,  rushes  and  heaths  that  open  into  the 
expansive bog.  Through the winding channel we 
went,  taking  shelter  at  a  familiar  spot--  an  oak 
grove and the terminus of our Honoring the Fire 
hike from the week before-- this time, we arrived 
by boat from the opposite direction.    

After lunch and sipping steaming cups of hot apple 
cider, each class was given a bog topic, with a bag 
of  artifacts--articles,  pictures,  diagrams  and 
models.  Their task: to explore, interpret, notice, 
read, and learn from the artifacts and each other 
to develop a lesson for the rest of the school.  For 
the  Woodlands:  Species  of  the  bog  and  their 
adaptations,  Intertidals:  Bog  Formations  and 
environmental benefits, and Alpines: The science 
of how bogs preserve deceased people and animals 
and  what  preserved  bog  artifacts  can  teach  us 
about history.  Classes shared their lessons in the 
form  of  song,  skit,  narrated  story,  and  a  mock 
scientific  conference.   Parents  and  community 
members  learned  alongside  the  children,  before 
setting off in our boats once again.  Despite the 
wind on the paddle back, I still heard singing and 
laughter  ringing  out  from many  canoes.   As  we 
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Reminders:      

- Paren t Cra f t N igh t : th i s 
Thursday, 6-8pm-- felting, lip 
balm, bees wrap + more!
- Community Canning Night + 
potluck dinner: Tuesday, 11/6, 
4-7pm
- Please sign up for Parent-
Teacher Conferences (1pm-6pm 
on 11/9) on the clip board in the 
entryway.

 Thank You To 

The Thieken and Hardy families 
for their recent book donations to 
the school library, Mr. Nick and 
Andrea for shuttling the boats to 
and from NE Creek and Jeff 
Young, Cristobal Marcial , 
Carter Light, Zeya Lorio, and 
Mr. Spencer for volunteering as 
experienced padding chaperones.  

Natural History Mystery: 

What is it called when plants 
decompose without oxygen (such 
as in the bog or the salt marsh)?  

Exploring the bog 

Fun in the canoes! 



neared the take-out, it began to 
rain,  and  my  seven-year-old 
paddling partner looked back at 
me from the bow and said, "Miss 
Jasmine,  I  wish  it  would  snow 
while  we  are  paddling,  just  a 
little  bit--  then  we  would  be 
real ly  hard  core!"   Another 
wonderful  Fal l  journey  and 
learning  experience  together  on 
NE  Creek .   Thank  you  to 
everyone  who helped  make  our 
paddle possible, safe and fun.  

Onward!
Jasmine

From The Woodland Class… 
In the Woodland Class we read poetry daily.  It is always a joyful activity.  The 
children just love reading, reciting, and studying poems.  They especially like that 
poets have lots of flexibility in punctuation and deciding how a poem "goes".  They 
also enjoy playing with sounds and words,  searching for rhymes and repetition, 
noticing punctuation, and creating an image of the poem in their “minds eye”.  We 
recently took a favorite poem, “Yellow Butter”,  and used it as a springboard to 
create poems of our own.  

Yellow Butter

Yellow butter purple jelly red jam black bread
Spread it thick

Say it quick

Yellow butter purple jelly red jam black bread
Spread it thicker

Say it quicker

Yellow butter purple jelly red jam black bread
Now repeat it

While you eat it

Yellow butter purple jelly red jam black bread
Don’t talk

With your mouth full!
-Mary Ann Hoberman 
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Clara overflowing with pride and joy! 



Here are our shared poems:

Warmly,
Miss Marie

*The Woodlands will be going to the library this Wednesday afternoon, but will 
return to the school at the end of the day for the Halloween Parade.  We will be 
going to interview Ralph Stanley at his boat shop in Southwest Harbor this week 
for outing.  

From The Intertidal Class…
Dear families, 
We are excited to announce our math group names, named after intertidal organisms! 
The children have been industrious mathematicians thus far this year. 
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Woodland Poems



The Green Crab  group has been deepening their understanding of multiplication and 
division. Most recently, we have learned about the commutative property and how the 
factors in a multiplication equation can switch places without changing our total. We are 
also using more sophisticated tape diagrams (a familiar model from years past!) to help 
model our thinking about multiplication and division. 

The Urchin math group continues to explore multi digit numbers to the millions place. 
We are using place value charts as models to strengthen our comfort with large numbers 
and to help support our latest work in addition. We have started to review the standard 
algorithm for addition, a helpful strategy when keeping track of such large numbers. The 
standard  algorithm  is  likely  a  familiar  strategy  to  many  of  you  at  home!  We  are 
encouraging the children to continue to check their work, asking does my answer seem 
reasonable. 

In  the  Sand  Dollar  group,  students  have 
been  working  on  a  fraction  equivalence, 
ordering, and operations module. After a few 
weeks of practicing the use of benchmarks to 
compare  f ract ions  wi th  d i ffe rent 
denominators, we have now transitioned into 
using  area  models  and  multipl ication 
sentences to find common denominators. In 
the next days, we will learn how to make use 
of  the  various  strategies  learned  for  finding 
common denominators to solve addition and 
subtraction problems.

Our outing this week will take us into Acadia 
for a November hike. 

You are all invited to visit our classroom on 
Thursday  after  pickup  to  view  our  finished 
Expedition work!

With warmth,
Miss Bethany
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Rafting together in our canoes on Northeast Creek 



From The Alpine Class…
We are bringing our current expedition,  Artists  of  MDI, to a  close this  week in the 
Alpine class. We have valued spending time at the beginning of the year reconnecting to 
our island home & the community members we share it with. We are so appreciative of 
the many artists who met with us for our interview project.

Before  we  begin  our  next  expedition,  the 
Alpines  are  taking  time  to  work  on  our 
postcard  exchange .  We  are  wr i t ing 
postcards to participating schools & friends 
in every U.S. state, and receiving a postcard 
from them in  exchange!  We have  already 
received three postcards in the mail & are 
working  on  writing  ours  this  week.  Each 
Alpine  student  is  doing  research  on  the 
states  they  will  be  writing  to,  and  are 
becoming experts on some states that were 
previously unfamiliar to them! We are still 
seeking  exchange  partners  in  New Jersey, 
New  Mexico,  Virginia,  North  Dakota, 
Arkansas,  and  Hawaii.  If  you  have  any 
connections  in  those  states,  please  let  me 
know.

The Alpine final projects will be on display 
in  our  classroom  on  Thursday  afternoon 
after  school.  Please  come  check  out  the 
books we have compiled about the artists in 
our community!

We will be exploring our Babson Creek property this week for outing. 

With gratitude,

Amy
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 Amaya, expert apple peeler, takes a break from 
applesauce making to show her longest peel! 



Handwork…

In celebration of the Fall and its bounty, the Woodland's felted apples are now complete!  
Please take a look at their lovely apples perched on the piano in the classroom.  The 
Woodlands are engaged in a variety of ongoing projects.  Our youngest classmates are 
working on nature inspired projects  that promote hand eye coordination.   Pine cone 
wrapping is a favorite project, where the children wrap lovely colors of yarn around and 
around the cones.   They also made magic sticks by sanding wooden sticks until  very 
smooth and then wrapping with soft, fine yarn.  Our older classmates are finger knitting, 
weaving, braiding and knitting.  Currently in the works by our knitters are bean bags, a 
lamb and an ear warmer.  Our finger knitter completed a lovely braided coaster and is 
now creating his very own pair of knitting needles by patiently sanding wooden dowels.  
It is an exciting and revered rite of passage when we make our needles in anticipation of 
learning to knit!

The Intertidals are learning the valuable skill of hand sewing.  Working on squares of 
wool felt and using lovely colors of crochet cotton, students are creating stitch samplers.  
They  are  learning  a  variety  of  stitches,  both  utilitarian  and  decorative,  and  will  also 
master sewing buttons.  These are  important life skills!  We began the project by learning 
the proper way to thread a needle and how to make a tailors knot.  Currently we are 
learning the running stitch, concentrating and taking our time in order to keep stitches 
straight and uniform.  Interweaving and interlacing the running stitch creates a lovely 
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Blake threading a needle, Finn proudly shares his magic stick, and Luca with his stick sampler  



decorative border which you can see in the photo of Luca.  We are enjoying working 
together in our circle on the rug.

In the next couple of weeks both classes will be working on seasonal projects to be sold at 
the Harvest Festival at the school Handwork table.  Students enjoy creating items for sale 
and take pride in student fundraising.

Warmly,
Miss Karen

News and Upcoming Events 

Parent Craft Night #2 
Thursday, November 1, 6-8pm 
Please join us for the 2nd parent craft night before Harvest Festival!  Learn new skills, 
express your creativity, and connect with community members in our first project evening 
prepping for the Handwork table at Harvest Festival. We will be felting, wrapping up 
candle projects and more.  Please let Donna Hanke, volunteer coordinator, know if you 
can make it and thank you to those who have already signed up!

Community Canning Night & Potluck Dinner 
Tuesday, November 6, 4-7 
Come help us preserve the bounty that we have gathered from our school garden, local 
farms we have visited, and the wilds of MDI. Bring a potluck item and share a meal with 
our  school  community.  Please  RSVP if  you have not  already,  so we know how many 
projects to prepare. No canning experience necessary.
  
Parent Teacher Conferences 
Friday, November 9, 1pm-6pm 
Please sign up for  a  conference time on the clip board in the schoolhouse entryway. 
Conferences are 1/2 hour and are meant to be a short check-in at this point in the year, 
and when parents and teachers have the opportunity to have a focused, uninterrupted 
conversation together about their child(ren). 

Harvest Festival - 2 days this year! 
Saturday, November 17, 10am-4pm  
& Sunday, November 18, 10am-2pm 
In just  a  few weeks,  the schoolhouse will  be transformed into a  seasonal  celebration 
including a farmers market, artisan marketplace, Community School Store, silent auction, 
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delicious food, music and activities for all ages! It is a great time to purchase handmade 
gifts, stock up on Thanksgiving goods, and celebrate the bounty of the season. As our 
largest fundraiser of the year, we ask for the support of our school community to help this 
event be successful and run smoothly. There are many opportunities to volunteer both in 
preparation and during the event. Here are some per-festival dates for the calendar -- we 
welcome you to join us when you are able:

~ Harvest Festival Preparation Important Dates ~
~Family Canning Evening: Tuesday, November 6, 4-7pm

~Parent Craft Evening #2: Thursday, November 1, 6pm-8pm
~Harvest Festival Pricing, Packaging and Preparing Evening: Thursday, November 15 5pm-7pm

Please help promote the festival and bring people! The event poster is attached to Field 
Notes as a PDF this week, and there is an events page on Facebook. If you are interested 
in posting printed versions of the poster, please let Jasmine know.
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me


