
From the Youngers… 

What  a  s te l l a r  f a l l  we  a re 
experiencing,  making  our  outdoor 
classroom  time  simply  beautiful.  
Last  week,  we  embarked  on  an 
annual  outing that I  hold so dear, 
and  was  a  part  of  the  school 
calendar  even  before  we  had  an 
admissions  process  or  families 
enrolled.  There is something quite 
magical about paddling together, in 
song, with silk capes blowing in the 
wind behind us  and felted crowns 
atop our heads.  This year, Canada 
geese  took flight  right  in  front  of 
us,  and flew in a  V overhead,  and 
Mallard ducks quietly let us paddle 
by.   Thi s  year,  there  were 
cranberries  to  harvest  in  the  bog, 
and the children took great interest 
in exploring the wonders of the bog 
as a unique ecosystem, bouncing on 
the peat moss and taking a closer look at the grasses, sedges and heaths that grow there.  As I stood up 
once from picking cranberries, I looked out over the burnt colors of the bog, the dark hue of the creek 
winding it’s  way,  the clear  cobalt  sky above,  and our crew, dawning their  brilliant colors  and happily 
enjoying the autumn afternoon— it was indeed magical.  

We  enjoyed  a  wonderful,  outdoor  apple 
workshop with Laura Seigler of our Out on a 
Limb apple CSA, where we began to cultivate 
our very own apple seedlings.  The Youngers 
have also fallen into a positive rhythm in our 
Language  Arts  and  Math  workshops.   In 
Language Arts  Workshop,  they are eager  to 
work to build their  skills.  We have budding 
readers; children who are loving to delve into 
their spelling and handwriting, and work with 
our seasonal poem.  The younger children are 
working  on  their  alphabet  books,  while  the 
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Children, parents and friends gather together after paddling to the 
cranberry bog, as the Kings and Queens of NE Creek. 

Parent, Younger and Older together in a boat on NE Creek.



older  children of  the class  are  reviewing and solidifying their  vowel 
sounds  and  multi-letter  blends.   In  Math,  our  story  of  the  Math 
gnomes continues to unfold,  as  we have met their  friend Snow, the 
squirrel, who is managing his acorn stashes for the winter, and in the 
process  is  looking  for  help  adding,  subtracting,  multiplying  and 
dividing.  These stories serve as a springboard for our math groups to 
break  out  to  do  the i r 
developmentally appropriate work.  
We have  become so  immersed in 
our  work  in  the  last  couple  of 
weeks that children have remarked 
that that they don’t want class to 
end!

Our Bird expedition continues  to 
be  exciting,  as  the  children await 
their  new  bird  call  lesson  and 
pneumonic each morning, and are 
becoming  wel l  versed  in  the 
concepts  o f  adaptat ion  and 
migration.  Based on interest level, 
we have taken a few days to look 
specifically at the owl, their natural 

history, anatomy and lore.  

I  look  forward  to  the  time  with  all  of  you  during  parent  teacher 
conferences.  

Warm wishes, 
Miss Jasmine
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Thank you to: 

Laura Seigler for teaching 
a fabulous apple workshop, 
Jena, Shawn, Heather and 
Ian for paddling with us on 
Northeast Creek, Nick and 
Julie for organizing boat 
logistics.

Reminders: 
• Thanksg iv ing food 

drive basket is in the 
downstairs entryway.  
Any non-perishables are 
welcome.

• W i n t e r F a i r s i l e n t 
auction donation sign 
up sheet is posted in the 
downstairs entryway.  We 
are off to a great start 
collecting donations!

• 1/2 days, Thursday and 
Friday, November 12 
and 13 for conferences, 
12:30 dismissal.

• Indoor Farmer’s Market 
and Craft Fair: Saturday, 
November 22, 10-2, MDI 
High School 

• Thanksgiv ing Break: 
November 23-27

? Natural History Mystery ? 

What species of Maple trees 
do we have on MDI? Bonus: 
Which ones are native and 
which ones are non-native?

The Youngers show their vote tallies for the various heirloom apple 
varieties they sampled with apple intern, Laura Seigler.

The Youngers are hard at work in 
their Language Arts workshop.



From the Olders… 

Dear Families,
 
November is moving along swiftly. We’ve continued to 
have many adventures here at school and our days are 
full of memory making.
 
We began this week with a nature walk. The children 
and I are enjoying these crisp fall days and getting our 
bodies  moving  first  thing  in  the  morning  is  a 
wonderful way to bring awareness to our days. The fall 
leaves are crispy now and crunch beneath our feet as 
we explore Seal Harbor and the special spots close by. 
We  are  working  on  being  ever  more  present  and 
mindful during our days together and a walk first thing 
is often just the thing to begin this work.

This past week the class enjoyed Laura’s visit and apple workshop. We tasted a grand total of 10 different 
apple varieties and tucked away our favorite parent seeds to overwinter in the refrigerator. They will be 
ready for planting next spring. The fruit they reproduce will be a mysterious mix of both parent tree 
characteristics; the apples likely looking very different from the mother apples we tasted. Apple season is 
coming to a close, with our last apple tasting of the year this next week. What a bountiful season we’ve 
had on the island and throughout the state!

 
In  math,  we’ve  continued  to 
work  on  independent  skills, 
while  also  reviewing  larger 
numbers and expanded form as 
a class. Each child estimated the 
population  of  the  island,  the 
state, the country and the world 
and  worked  on  representing 
numbers within the million and 
billions with accuracy. We began 
the  week  with  the  book,  How 
Much  is  a  Million,  which  is  a 
classic we all enjoy!
 

The children are busily putting 
their  last  touches  on  their 
mapping projects and will  have 
them  on  display  in  time  for 
conferences this week! We look 
for ward  to  shar ing  our 
expedition work with all of you 
this week.
 

With  warmth  and  l i ght , 
Bethany 
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The whole school participates in an Heirloom Apple workshop with Laura 
Seigler, COA student and intern with John Bunker of the Out On A Limb 

Heirloom apple CSA.

Laura Siegler talks of the different apple varieties 
and their identifying tastes and appearances.



Specialty Classes 

Handwork 

This  week  in  Handwork,  the  Olders  continued  on  with  their  individual  projects.   Our  knitters  are 
concentrating on keeping each stitch uniform and maintaining even tension throughout their work.  Our 
finger-knitter  is  sewing  her  finger-knitted  chains  into  colorful  flowers,  a  process  that  requires  
concentration and focus.  Our crocheter is in the process of shaping his hacky-sack into a rounded ball.
The  Olders  a re  happi l y 
anticipating  having  Handwork 
homework!  This will allow us to 
make  more  progress  on  our 
work and ultimately learn more 
skills.   Please  help  your  child 
remember  to  bring  their  blue 
Handwork bag  to  school  every 
Monday.  This is critical, as each 
student  keeps  their  current 
project in their Handwork bag.

Felt gnomes have become beloved creatures in the Youngers classroom, so 
you can imagine the children's delight when I introduced our project this 
week.  Each child chose a piece of colorful wool felt, a needle and a strand 
of embroidery thread.  They carefully folded the felt, stitched the hood 
and cinched the cloak.  The next step magically brought the gnomes to life 
as the children carefully stuffed them with wool fleece.  The children were 
very focused and did beautiful work.

Our  knitters  in  the  class  continued  on  with  their  work,  making  good 
progress on their projects, a knitted gnome and a fluffy brown bunny.

Wishing a colorful Fall to all,
Miss Karen 

Spanish 

This  week  with  the  Olders  we  worked  on  the  basic  question: 
¿Cómo te llamas? (What is  your name?),  ¿Cómo estás? (How are 
you?),  ¿Dónde vives? (Where do you live?),  ¿Cuantos años tienes? 
(How old  are  you?),  ¿Cuando  es  tu  cumpleaños?  (When is  your 
birthday?),  ¿Qué te  gusta?  (What  do  you  like?),  ¿Dónde  naciste? 
(Where  were  you  born?).  We practiced  pronunciation  as  well  as 
writing these questions and their answers in Spanish. The children 
enjoyed asking the Spanish version of other questions like ¿Dónde 
está el baño? (Where is the bathroom?) and ¿Es mi turno? (it is my 
turn?).  In  general  they  learned  fast  but  it  is  still  challenging  to 
understand the differences between Spanish and English. I am very 
impressed with their pronunciation of some words!
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Youngers created simple, yet magical felted gnomes in Handwork class.

Nel dawns a laurel of Fall colors.  

Lovely hand-made gnome.



With the Youngers, we focused our class on birds and their names in Spanish. We talked about some birds 
in  Maine:  carbonero  (chickadee),  picaflor  (hummingbird),  buho  (owl)  and  cuervo  (crow).  About  the 
“picaflor” I explained to the children that they are considered sacred birds in the Andes because they are 
used as medicine to cure illness. We also focused our attention on the “condor”, the bigest flying land bird 
in the Wester hemisphere who lives in the Andean mountains. They were so impressed with its length (3,5 
m. between wings and 2 m from beak to tail) as well as with its ability to live without food for 5 days while 
looking for food. We also talked about one 
of the most popular myths associated with 
the condor since the time of the Spanish 
conquest:  the  condor  can  eat  children.  I 
explained to them that this is not true, the 
condors  are  scavengers  because  they  eat 
carrion. We finished the class reading the 
Andean story “La pastora y el cóndor”. The 
children  really  liked  it,  they  were  so 
focused and quiet as they listened! My son 
Sabattus joined us for the class,  he really 
enjoyed his time at the Community School 
and asked me if he can visit with us again.

Warmly, Patricia

Upcoming Events and Info 

Community School Food Drive 
Tuesday, November 3 - Friday, November 
20.   There  will  be  a  basket  to  collect  non-
perishable food items for the Bar Harbor Food 
Pantry, located in the downstairs entryway. We 
will deliver our donations to the Food Pantry 
on  Friday,  during  our  Thanksgiving  service 
project  there.   We  invite  each  family  to 
participate!

Community  School  To  Participate  in 
Indoor Farmer’s Market 
Sunday,  November 22,  10am-2pm at  MDI High School:  The 
Community  School  has  been  invited  to  participate  in  the 
indoor  farmer’s  market/craft  fair  hosted  by  the  MDI High 
School  students  going  to  Europe  next  year.   The event  will 
include  several  farms  and  crafts  people  from  our  greater 
community,  and The Community School will  be highlighting 
some of our handmade garden/harvest items, (whereas we will 
be focused more on crafts at our Winter Fair market).  Please 
mark your calendars and tell your friends, as they are looking 
for our help in getting people there!  If you or your children are 
interested in tending the table for a shift during the event, 
please let Jasmine know.  Please see the event flyer attached.  
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Being in the first boat had its advantages, like coming upon 
some Canada geese and watching them take flight.

The Youngers practice making camouflage head feathers, as 
they learn about bird adaptations.

Queen Kimberly enjoys cranberry picking.



*Important Winter Fair Information* 

Our Art of  Winter  Fair date has been changed to Sunday,  December 13 (instead of  Saturday, 
December  12th as  noted in  your  school  calendar) 
10am-4pm in Turrets, at COA

Silent Auction 
As part of our annual Winter Fair, we have a quality 
silent auction fundraiser.  It takes all of us in the 
school community to gather items for a beautiful 
and quality auction that is an important fundraiser 
for the school.  The time is now!  Please help us 
collect silent auction items for a successful auction.  
Art, craft, seasonal goods, gift certificates, services, 
etc.  are  all  great.    There  is  a  sign  up  sheet  for 
auction items posted in the downstairs entryway.  

Winter Fair Parent Craft Evening:
Tuesday, December 1, 6pm-8pm 
Stop by for a little while and take materials home, 
or  come  for  the  whole  time.   This  is  a  parent 
evening where we will make simple crafts to sell at our handmade goods table at our Winter Fair.  The 
children will have already made many of these crafts to take home, so our work will be bolstering the 
quantity of our crafted items, with a touch from the parents!  

Winter Fair Prep. Evening: 
Tuesday, December 8, 6pm-8pm 
On this evening, we will be packaging items, pricing items and tying 
up loose ends of projects for our Winter Fair.  Everyone is welcome.  

How you can help with Winter Fair 
- Attend one of the craft or prep. evenings
- Donate or solicit donations for the silent auction
- Sign up to bake for the Winter Fair Patisserie (more information to 

follow)
- Sign up for a shift to work during the day of Winter Fair (more 

information to follow)

Thank you to Kelly, Donna, Emily, Kristi and Miss Karen who make 
up the Winter Fair planning committee this year.  
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After learning about birds’ nests in 
their expedition, these girls build 

their nest with leaves.

Kings and Queens of NE Creek ready for paddling!

“Cultivating a sense of Self, Place, and Community”


