
Director's Note…
The  energy  is  buzzing  at  school  as  we  prepare  for  Harvest  Festival  and  look 
forward to the Thanksgiving Holiday and Solstice celebration ahead.  It is also a 
time of year when we find it natural to turn inward-- the darker days, the colder air, 
cozy comforts and winter preparations.  We are seeking to balance these energies, 
as we go about our joyful work and call upon our tools and experiences that ground 
and  center  us  during  these  full  days--  our  breath,  taking  space,  getting  rest, 
nourishing  ourselves,  relishing  the  fresh  air,  and  noticing  the  changing  of  the 
seasons in our outdoor work and play.  As we move closer to the solstice, and the 
days grow even shorter in light, we set intentions to cultivate the light and warmth 
within.  
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Woodland students share a moment with community member Ralph Stanley



Our schoolhouse was alive and warm with voices 
this  morning,  singing  songs  of  peace  and  light 
during our first Solstice Concert practice.   Miss 
Bethany is directing the singing portion, and Mr. 
Nick,  the  instrumental  part  of  the  concert  this 
year.   We are  practicing  as  a  school  on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings until the day of 
the concert.  We are beginning rehearsals right at 
8:15,  so  please  be  prompt  for  drop-off  in  the 
morning,  so  everyone  can  fully  participate  and 
engage without disruption.   We look forward to 
sharing in song with you in the coming weeks!

With light,
Jasmine

From The Woodland Class… 
Our class is set up in "studio" format right now, as 
the  children  work  on  their  final  project  for 
"Portraits of Our Community."  Reflecting on the 
people and places that we have engaged with this 
Fall, and the roles tat each of us play in our rich 
community.  each  child  chose  a  community 
member that  resonated with them to capture in 
the form of an illustrated portrait,  and a written 
vignette that tells their story.  As artists, we have 
been exploring how to accurately capture people-- 
both their physical features, and also the qualities 
and spirit that they embody.  We have also been 
introduced  to  a  wide  range  of  2-dementional 
mediums--  chalk  pastel,  oil  pastel,  watercolor 
pencils,  charcoal,  watercolor paint,  pen and ink-- 
that the children are choosing to create their final 
pieces.   The  exciting  news  is  that  we  have 
partnered with friend of the school,Tyra Hanson 
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Reminders:      

- Parent-Teacher Conferences 
this Friday & 1/2 day (12:30 pick-
up)
- N o s c h o o l o n M o n d a y, 
November 12 - Veteran's Day.

 Thank You To 

Thank you to Ralph Stanley for 
sharing his stories with us, David 
Milliken for sharing his vision and 
space, Donna for helping with 
Outing driving, and to everyone 
who has lended a hand so far in 
our Harvest Fest preparation.  

Natural History Mystery: 

What is one fungi species that 
you can find at TCS this week, in 
the wake of this moist weather?  

Working on portrait drawing  



at the Gallery at Somes Sound, and she is going to hang 
our pieces and host a formal gallery opening featuring 
the  Woodland Class,  Portraits  of  Our  Community,  on 
Friday, December 14, 4-6. 

We  had  the  joy  of  visiting  Wool  Wood  Wind  Water,  a 
project  of  friend  of  the  school,  David  Milliken,  last 
week. Located at the site of the old Stanley Boat yard on 
Clark Point Road in Southwest Harbor, we spent time in 
the  boat  shop,  in  the  presence  of  a  wooden  boat 
skeleton, and beautiful light streaming in from the high 
windows on a cloudy day.  We had the opportunity to 
meet a retired maker in our community, Ralph Stanley, 
who shared with us how his life work has been inspired 
by this place.  
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Visiting Wool Wood Wind Water, a project of friend of the school, David Milliken 



This  month's  library  visit  is 
scheduled  for  Wednesday, 
November  28.  Pick  up  will  be 
there,  3-3:15  to  allow flexibility 
for those who may have another 
ch i ld  to  p ick-up  a t  the 
schoolhouse.   Thank  you  for 
your flexibility.  

We  wi l l  be  v i s i t ing  the 
Cour thouse  Ga l l e r y  in 
Ellsworth  during  Outing  this 
week!  

Warmly, 
Jasmine

From The Intertidal Class…
Dear families, 

I look forward to meeting with all of you this week, as we share in the work of supporting 
the children as they continue to grow and change. 

In  reading  workshop  we  are 
continuing to dig deeply into 
our  fiction stories,  examining 
how authors  use  elements  of 
story (characters, setting, plot, 
mood  etc.)  to  communicate 
life  lessons  or  what  we often 
call  the  "heart  of  the  story".  
To help support this work, we 
have  been  reading  aloud  A 
Tiger  Rising  by  author  Kate 
DiCamillo. We are so into this 
book! Together we have made 
friends  with  the  characters, 
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Ralph Stanley talking with the children in the boat shop

Intertidal Students sharing a peaceful moment along Babson Creek



feeling  their  struggles  and  their  deepest  desires.  Our  read  aloud  time  is  one  of  my 
favorites, not only because we get to read together, but also because we get to share our 
ideas and theories. 

In writing workshop, the children are wrapping up their first fiction projects of the year! 
We have been careful writers over the past few weeks, embracing each part of the writing 
process from planning to publishing. The children have been courageous as they try new 
things and I cannot wait to celebrate their work this week. These stories have a little of 
everything  from silly  moments  to  serious  injuries,  from fishing  on the  lake  to  flying 
through space! We can't wait to share them with you. 

For outing this week, we are headed 
to  COA  to  l ea r n  more  about 
leadership and cooperation through a 
series  of  team  building  activities. 
This outing will build on the work of 
our current Expedition, Citizens and 
Democracy. 

See you all on Friday! 
Miss Bethany
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Jumping off the “jumping off point” along Babson Creek! An important place to the Intertidals as it is one of our 
favorite places on the marsh! 

Aliyah at Wonderland on a recent Outing 



From The Alpine Class…

It has been impressive to watch both Alpine math groups persevere through their first 
modules  this  year.  They  have  embraced  new  and  challenging  content  with  such 
enthusiasm!

Both groups  are  currently  studying  topics  surrounding  rates,  ratios,  and proportional 
relationships.  One group is  currently  focusing  closely  on  scale,  and  finding  the  scale 
factor by which proportional drawings are reduced or enlarged. It has been interesting 
work to consider how scale drawing of large structures (such as buildings or swimming 
pools) are created.     

In our other group, students have been working on ratios, rates, and percentages. This 
past week, we have mostly focused on understanding the relationship between ratios and 
percentages, as well as the various forms in which percentages can be expressed. In the 
next days, we will wrap up our work for this module through an application problem that 
will  help us figure out the various ratios and percentages that we can observe at  the 
Community School.

Aura  and  I  greatly  appreciate  your  support  as  we  begin  our  new  math  homework 
routines! Please let us know if you have any questions.

We will be heading to the Abbe Museum to learn about Wabanaki activists this week for 
Outing.

Warmly,
Amy
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Alpines along Babson Creek 



Español…
A Day of Remembrance

On November 1st, the day after Halloween, Día de los Muertos or Day of the Dead is 
celebrated as a day of remembrance of the departed.

As  in  other  years,  at  School  was  built  the  traditional  and  colorful  Altar,  or  ofrenda. 
Woodlands  and  Intertidals  made  Papel  Picado  and  paper  flowers  as  Cempasúchil  to 
decorate the Altar. Every child was sharing photos and memories of the deceased (family 
members or pets) and with this practice their loving memories live on into the future.

This  year  we  honored  the  famous  Mexican  figure:  Frida  Kahlo.  We  navigated  and 
researched her wonderful life, while also each student was able to discover stories of their 
ancestors. Closing our classes and as a gift to the people remembered in the Altar, the 
children sang the lovely song "Recuérdame" / Remember me, from the movie "Coco".

Thank you to all the families for helping us with this reflective experience.

Warmly,
Miss Karina
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Dia de los Muertos alter  



News and Upcoming Events 

 
Harvest Festival - 2 days this year! 
Saturday, November 17, 10am-4pm  
& Sunday, November 18, 10am-2pm 
Next  week,  will  be  transformed  into  a 
seasonal  celebration  including  a  farmers 
market,  artisan  marketplace,  Community 
School Store, silent auction, delicious food, 
music and activities for all ages! It is a great 
time to purchase handmade gifts, stock up 
on  Thanksgiving  goods,  and  celebrate  the 
bounty  of  the  season.  As  our  largest 
fundraiser  of  the  year,  we  ask  for  the 
support  of  our  school  community  to  help 
this event be successful and run smoothly. 
There are many opportunities to volunteer 
both in preparation and during the event. 
Please see Donna's  spreadsheets,  outlining 
the needs for the event.  
- There will be a Pop-up Parent Craft night 
this Thursday, November 8, 6-8
-  Harvest  Festival  Pricing,  Packaging  and 
Preparing  Evening  is  next  Thursday, 
November 15 5pm-7pm

Flyers are on their way, but we wanted to let families and community members 
about the following events, as we know December dates fill up quickly:

TCS ~ Fogtown Solstice Collaboration 
Thursday, December 20, 4pm 
Fogtown Brewing Company (Mr. Jon and Mr. Ian) are graciously hosting a TCS fundraiser 
and family-friendly  evening,  featuring  a  harvest  brew inspired by  the  TCS apple  and 
cranberry harvest, along with a kid-friendly harvest beverage to benefit The Community 
School financial aid fund.  The evening will be complete with music by Noah and Shawn 
Keeley.  We hope that you will join us and invite your friends!
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Pop-up Maker's Market and Solstice Party 
at Wood Wool Wind Water 
102 Clark Point Road, Southwest Harbor 
Join us for a Solstice Party and local Makers Market to celebrate the return of the light in 
this unique location--  a warm and rustic boat shop on the harbor.  Fine craft,  hearty 
snacks,  live  music,  and  good  company.  Entrance  fee  by  donation  to  benefit  The 
Community School. Join in the fun!
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Cultivating a Sense of Self, Place, and Community.

website: www.thecommunityschool.me  email: info@thecommunityschool.me

Creamy Pumpkin Pasta 

Last week's Friday Feast was such a hit that there were many requests to include the recipe for the Creamy 
Pumpkin Pasta that we made in Field Notes. Enjoy! 

Recipe adapted from The Kitchn 

12 ounces dried pasta (such as garganelli, gigli, campanelle, or gemelli), 4 ½ cups water, 4 large garlic cloves, 
pressed or finely chopped, 2 tablespoons olive oil, 2 teaspoons kosher salt, Pinch red pepper flakes, 1 cup puréed 
pumpkin, ½-1 cup heavy cream, ½ cup grated Parmesan, Salt and black pepper 

Place the dried pasta in a 3-quart straight-sided skillet or Dutch oven. Add the water, garlic, olive oil, 2 teaspoons 
salt, red pepper flakes, and a generous amount of black pepper, and bring to a full rolling boil over high heat. Stir 
and turn the pasta frequently to prevent sticking. Cook until al dente, approximately 9 to 10 minutes. Remove the 
skillet from the heat. (If there is still a little bit of cooking water, pour some into a separate bowl) 

Add the puréed pumpkin, cream, and Parmesan, and toss with tongs until smooth and creamy. Taste and adjust salt 
and pepper. The sauce will naturally thicken up after a couple of minutes. Top with toasted pumpkin seeds, grated 
Parmesan, a swirl of olive oil, or freshly chopped herbs, such as sage or parsley. You may add a few splashes of the 
reserved cooking liquid if needed.


